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Florida's 13th congressional district encompasses 
all of Sarasota, DeSoto, and Hardee County, and 
most of Manatee County, except for a small northern 
coastal portion in District 11. It also includes a small 
section of Charlotte County. It is currently 
represented by Republican Vern Buchanan. 

2006 Election Controversy 
In the 2006 election, election officials certified 
Republican businessman Vern Buchanan as the 
winner of the race over Democratic candidate, 
banker Christine Jennings by 369 votes. Buchanan 
was declared the winner after a mandatory recount and analysis of alleged voting machine errors in the race. The 
primary controversy in this race is that over 18,000 ballots, roughly 1 in 6, cast in Sarasota County apparently did not 
register a vote for this race, far higher than the usual number of "undervotes." Sarasota County voted for Jennings by a 
6 point margin. Jennings has not conceded the race, and is pursuing administrative and legal challenges to the result, 
including filing an appeal for an investigation of the election with the House Administration Committee.[1] 
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