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Definition of surface

glaze
land
level
plane
skim
slide

bloom
deck
ground
mirror
sweep
belly

Example sentences
The inferior surface  is concave, and forms on
either side of the middle line the roof of the lateral
ventricle.

As new allegations of lawbreaking surface ,
journalism itself is reeking.

Explain that volcanoes occur when extremely hot
liquid and gas from deep underground comes to
the surface .
Lift top off cake and set cut side up on a work
surface .

Want surface ad-free? Click here!

Related Words

Idioms & Phrases
on the surface
scratch the surface

MORE

Matching Quote
"But the surface of the Earth was
meant for man. He wasn't meant to live
in a hole in the ground."
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What Is The Surface Like...
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sur·facesur·face   [sur-fis]  Show IPA noun, adjective, verb,
sur·faced, sur·fac·ing.
noun

the outer face, outside, or exterior boundary of a thing;
outermost or uppermost layer or area.

any face of a body or thing: the six surfaces of a cube.

extent or area of outer face; superficial area.

the outward appearance, especially as distinguished from the
inner nature: to look below the surface of a matter.

Geometry . any figure having only two dimensions; part or all of
the boundary of a solid.

Relevant Questions

adjective
of, on, or pertaining to the surface; external.

apparent rather than real; superficial: to be guilty of surface
judgments.

of, pertaining to, or via land or sea: surface mail.

Linguistics . belonging to a late stage in the transformational
derivation of a sentence; belonging to the surface structure.

verb (used with object)
to finish the surface of; give a particular kind of surface to;
make even or smooth.

to bring to the surface; cause to appear openly: Depth charges
surfaced the sub. So far we've surfaced no applicants.

verb (used without object)
to rise to the surface: The submarine surfaced after four days.

to work on or at the surface.

Origin: 
1605–15;  < French,  equivalent to sur- sur-  + face face, apparently
modeled on Latin superficies superficies

Related forms
sur·face·less, adjective
sur·fac·er, noun
non·sur·face, noun, adjective
un·sur·faced, adjective

Dictionary.com Unabridged
Based on the Random House Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2013. 

00:10Surface is one of our favorite verbs.
So is kibitz. Does it mean:

chat, to converse

to spend time idly; loaf.
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Microsoft surface
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Surface tension
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Synonyms
superficial
materialize
transpire
covering
apparent
expanse
outside
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Synonym Game
veneer
facet
exterior
superficial
apparent
face
cover
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CollinsWorld English Dictionary
surface  ( s f s) 
 
— n
1.a. the exterior face of an object or one such face
 b. ( as modifier ): surface gloss

2.a. the area or size of such a face
 b. ( as modifier ): surface measurements

3.material resembling such a face, with length and width but
without depth

4.a. the superficial appearance as opposed to the real nature
 b. ( as modifier ): a surface resemblance

5.geometry
 a. the complete boundary of a solid figure
 b. a continuous two-dimensional configuration

6.a. the uppermost level of the land or sea
 b. ( as modifier ): surface transportation

7.come to the surface  to emerge; become apparent
8.on the surface  to all appearances

 
— vb
9.to rise or cause to rise to or as if to the surface (of water, etc)

10.( tr ) to treat the surface of, as by polishing, smoothing, etc
11.( tr ) to furnish with a surface
12.( intr ) mining

 a. to work at or near the ground surface
 b. to wash surface ore deposits

13.( intr ) to become apparent; emerge
14.informal  ( intr )

 a. to wake up
 b. to get up

 
[C17: from French, from sur  on + face face , probably on the model
of Latin superficies ]
 
'surfaceless
 
— adj
 
'surfacer
 
— n

EtymonlineWord Origin & History

surface 
1611, from Fr. surface "outermost boundary of anything, outside
part" (16c.), from O.Fr. sur- "above" + face (see face). Patterned on
L. superficies "surface" (see superficial). The verb meaning "come to
the surface" is first recorded 1898;

0
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American HeritageMedical Dictionary
surface  sur·face (sûr'fəs) 
n. 
 The outer or topmost part of a solid structure.

American HeritageIdioms & Phrases
surface

see on the surface; scratch the surface.
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