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World English Dictionary Collins
surface (Islifls) [Z]

—n

1.a. the exterior face of an object or one such face
b. ( as modifier ): surface gloss

2.a. the area or size of such a face
b. ( as modifier ): surface measurements

3.material resembling such a face, with length and width but
without depth

4.a. the superficial appearance as opposed to the real nature
b. ( as modifier ): a surface resemblance

5.geometry
a. the complete boundary of a solid figure
b. a continuous two-dimensional configuration

6.a. the uppermost level of the land or sea
b. ( as modifier ): surface transportation

7.come to the surface to emerge; become apparent

8.on the surface to all appearances

—vb
9.to rise or cause to rise to or as if to the surface (of water, etc)
10.( tr ) to treat the surface of, as by polishing, smoothing, etc
11.( tr ) to furnish with a surface
12.( intr ) mining
a. to work at or near the ground surface
b. to wash surface ore deposits
13.( intr ) to become apparent; emerge
14.informal ( intr)
a. to wake up
b. to get up

[C17: from French, from sur on + face face , probably on the model
of Latin superficies ]

'surfaceless
— adj
'surfacer

—n

Collins English Dictionary - Conrplete & Unabridged 10th Edition
2009 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins

Fublishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009
Cite This Source

Word Origin & History

surface

Etymonline

1611, from Fr. surface "outermost boundary of anything, outside
part" (16c.), from O.Fr. sur- "above" + face (see face). Patterned on
L. superficies "surface" (see superficial). The verb meaning "come to

the surface" is first recorded 1898;
(&) ExPanD

Online Byrology Dictionary, © 2010 Douglas Harper
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Medical Dictionary American Heritage

surface sur-face (slr'fas)
n.
The outer or topmost part of a solid structure.

The Anerican Heritage® Stedmen's Medical Dictionary

Copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mfflin Conpany. Published by Houghton Mfflin
Conpany.

Cite This Source

Idioms & Phrases American Heritage
surface

see on the surface; scratch the surface.

The Amrerican Heritage® Dictionary of Idiorms by Christine Anrer.
Copyright © 1997. Rublished by Houghton Mfflin.
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