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family
284 ENTRIES FOUND:

1) family (noun)

2) family (adjective)

family allowance (noun)

1fam·i·ly  noun \ˈfam-lē, ˈfa-mə-\

plural  fam·i·lies

Definition of FAMILY

: a group of individuals living under one roof and usually

under one head : HOUSEHOLD

a : a group of persons of common ancestry : CLAN

b : a people or group of peoples regarded as deriving from a

common stock : RACE

a : a group of people united by certain convictions or a

common affiliation : FELLOWSHIP

b : the staff of a high official (as the President)

: a group of things related by common characteristics: as

a : a closely related series of elements or chemical

compounds

b : a group of soils with similar chemical and physical

properties (as texture, pH, and mineral content) that

comprise a category ranking above the series and below the

subgroup in soil classification

c : a group of related languages descended from a single

ancestral language

a : the basic unit in society traditionally consisting of two

parents rearing their children; also : any of various social

units differing from but regarded as equivalent to the

traditional family <a single-parent family>

b : spouse and children <want to spend more time with my

family>

a : a group of related plants or animals forming a category

ranking above a genus and below an order and usually

comprising several to many genera

b in livestock breeding (1) : the descendants or line of a

particular individual especially of some outstanding female

(2) : an identifiable strain within a breed

: a set of curves or surfaces whose equations differ only in

parameters
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8 : a unit of a crime syndicate (as the Mafia) operating within

a geographical area

— fam·i·ly·hood  noun

 See family defined for English-language learners »

See family defined for kids »

Examples of FAMILY

There were a lot of families at the circus.

The show is fun for the whole family.

a death in the family

There are several doctors on his mother's side of the

family.

She wants to spend more time with her family.

After his father's death he became the head of the family.

She's a friend of the family.

He spent a quiet evening at home with family.

trying to find a balance between work and family

He's devoted to his wife and family.

The disappearance of decent-paying low-skilled jobs over

the last 30 years makes it virtually impossible for a young

high-school dropout to successfully support a family on a

legitimate income. —Karen De Witt, Essence, August

1994

[+]more

Origin of FAMILY

Middle English familie, from Latin familia household

(including servants as well as kin of the householder), from

famulus servant

First Known Use: 15th century

Related to FAMILY

Synonyms: blood, clan, folks, house, kin, kindred, kinfolk

(or kinfolks), kinsfolk, line, lineage, people, race, stock,

tribe

[+] more

Other Sociology Terms

bourgeois, ethos, eugenics, exurb, incommunicado,

intelligentsia, megalopolis, metrosexual, mores, subculture

Britannica.com

Learn more about "family" and related topics at

Britannica.com

Browse

Next Word in the Dictionary: family allowance

Previous Word in the Dictionary: famille verte

All Words Near: family

 Seen & Heard  

What made you want to look up family? Please tell us where

you read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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April Hathaway

this is the defanition of family hummmm I wasnt wrong.

Like · Reply · Subscribe · April 9 at 2:26pm

Cynthia Wong

I want to know the gammar that the verb after family should be
added s or not. E.g. " His family ride their bicycles in the country
park".

Like · Reply · Subscribe · March 27 at 10:21am

Dana Regalado

family is a singular noun, requiring a singular verb.
Better to say, "His family members ride..." in order to
make your sentence more effective.

 · Like · Reply · April 6 at 10:03am1

Tom Kufalk · UWRF

In certain parts of North America, it is acceptable to
state; "His family rode their bicycles in the country
park.".

Like · Reply · June 30 at 11:09pm

Cynthia Wong

Thanks for Ms. Dana Regalado indeed. I understand more that I
have more confidence to write such this. Thanks again.

Like · Reply · Subscribe · April 7 at 2:48am
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