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Cardiac Catheterization

What is cardiac catheterization? 

This is a procedure to examine
blood flow to the heart and test
how well the heart is pumping. A
doctor inserts a thin plastic tube
(catheter) (KATH'eh-ter) into an
artery or vein in the arm or leg.
From there it can be advanced
into the chambers of the heart or
into the coronary arteries.

This test can measure blood pressure within the heart and how much
oxygen is in the blood. It's also used to get information about the pumping
ability of the heart muscle. Catheters are also used to inject dye into the
coronary arteries. This is called coronary angiography (an"je-OG'rah-fe)
or coronary arteriography (ar-te"re-OG'rah-fe). Catheters with a balloon on
the tip are used in the procedure called coronary angioplasty (commonly
referred to as percutaneous coronary intervention [PCI]). Catheterization of
the heart may also be done on infants and children to examine for
congenital (kon-JEN'ih-tal) heart defects.

Related AHA publications:

Your Cardiac Catheterization: Our Guide to Understanding an
Important Diagnostic Procedure  

Related AHA scientific statements:
Angiography/Angioplasty

See also:

Angioplasty and Cardiac Revascularization Treatments and Statistics
Angioplasty, Laser
Arteriography
Atherectomy
Congenital Cardiovascular Disease
Heart Damage Detection
Percutaneous Coronary Interventions (previously called Angioplasty,
Percutaneous Transluminal Coronary [PTCA], or Balloon Angioplasty)
Tests to Diagnose Heart Disease
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Defend yourself against stroke
— and give yourself the power
to end stroke. Learn about
treatment, prevention and
recovery.
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