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Definition of RECTIFY

rectified; rectifying .
transitive verb LEARN MORE FROM M-W

1 : tosetright: REMEDY
Words of
2 . to purify especially by repeated or fractional distillation , rectified the Year:1066
3 @ to correct by removing errors : ADJUST , rectify the calendar
4 . to make (an alternating current) unidirectional Words of the Year:

1066
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Examples of RecTIFY in a Sentence
The hotel management promised to rectify the problem.

let me get the store manager, and he'll rectify the invoice for your order

Recent Examples of RecTiFy from the Web

MPD worked in true collaboration with DOJ consultants to rectify these errors.

— jsonline.com, "Trust damaged between Milwaukee police and community, Department of Justice draft report s
30 Aug. 2017

Sentenced to life imprisonment for first-degree rape, despite the lack of any physical evidence, Grimes
believes prosecutors will realize and rectify their mistake.

— Claudia Rowe, The Seattle Times, "Ghost of the Innocent Man’ takes an important, infuriating look at a wrong
conviction," 27 Aug. 2017

Inspections would be triggered by complaints, and if a problem were identified and not rectified, a
reinspection fee of $150 could apply for the first rental unit, plus $100 for each additional unit.

— Lynn Horsley, kansascity, "Complaints prompt proposal for KC rental inspection fee," 11 Aug. 2017

O

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the word 'rectify.' Views
expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback.
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Which of the following words does not share its ancestry with rectify—direct, regimen, obstruct, correct,
resurrection? Like rectify, four of these words ultimately come from Latin regere, which can mean "to lei
straight,” "to direct,” or "to rule." Correct and direct come from regere via Latin corrigere and dirigere,
respectively. Resurrection comes from Latin resurgere, whose stem surgere, meaning "to rise," is a
combination of sub- and regere. Regimen is from Latin regimen ("position of authority," "direction," "set
rules"), itself from regere. And rectify is from regere by way of Latin rectus ("right"). Obstruct is the only
the set that has no relation to rectify. It traces back to Latin struere, meaning "to build" or "to heap up.”

Origin and Etymology of RecTIFY

Middle English rectifien, from Anglo-French rectifier, from Medieval Latin rectificare, from Latin rectus rir
more at RIGHT

First Known Use: circa 1529
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Synonyms
amend, debug, emend, correct, red-pencil, reform, remedy
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1 spurious
of a deceitful nature or quality

2 righteous
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