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Provision 3 | Code of Ethics for Nurses With Interpretive 
Statements

The nurse promotes, advocates for, and strives to protect the health, safety, and rights of the 
patient.

3.1 Privacy
3.2 Confidentiality
3.3 Protection of participants in research
3.4 Standards and review mechanisms
3.5 Acting on questionable practice
3.6 Addressing impaired practice

3.1 Privacy

The nurse safeguards the patient’s right to privacy. The need for health care does not justify 
unwanted intrusion into the patient’s life. The nurse advocates for an environment that provides 
for sufficient physical privacy, including privacy for discussions of a personal nature and policies 
and practices that protect the confidentiality of information.
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3.2 Confidentiality

Associated with the right to privacy, the nurse has a duty to maintain confidentiality of all patient 
information. The patient’s well-being could be jeopardized and the fundamental trust between 
patient and nurse destroyed by unnecessary access to data or by the inappropriate disclosure of 
identifiable patient information. The rights, well-being, and safety of the individual patient 
should be the primary factors in arriving at any professional judgment concerning the disposition 
of confidential information received from or about the patient, whether oral, written or electronic. 
The standard of nursing practice and the nurse’s responsibility to provide quality care require that 
relevant data be shared with those members of the healthcare team who have a need to know. 
Only information pertinent to a patient’s treatment and welfare is disclosed, and only to those 
directly involved with the patient’s care. Duties of confidentiality, however, are not absolute and 
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may need to be modified in order to protect the patient, other innocent parties, and in 
circumstances of mandatory disclosure for public health reasons.

Information used for purposes of peer review, third-party payments, and other quality 
improvement or risk management mechanisms may be disclosed only under defined policies, 
mandates, or protocols. These written guidelines must assure that the rights, well-being, and 
safety of the patient are protected. In general, only that information directly relevant to a task or 
specific responsibility should be disclosed. When using electronic communications, special effort 
should be made to maintain data security.
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