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noun \'plat\

Definition of PLATE

1 a: asmooth flat thin piece of material

My Favorites

Popularity

Y

b (1) : forged, rolled, or cast metal in sheets usually thicker
than /4 inch (6 millimeters) (2) : a very thin layer of metal

deposited on a surface of base metal by plating

c : one of the broad metal pieces used in armor; also :
armor of such plates

d (1) : a thin relatively flat anatomical part (as a lamina of

bone) of an animal body; especially : SCUTE (2) : the thin
under portion of the forequarter of beef; especially : the
fatty back part — see BEEF ILLUSTRATION

e : HOME PLATE

f : any of the large movable segments into which the earth's

lithosphere is divided according to the theory of plate
tectonics

2 [Middle English; partly from Anglo-French plate plate,
bullion; partly from OIld Spanish plata silver, from Vulgar
Latin *platta metal plate, from feminine of plattus flat]

a obsolete : a silver coin
b : precious metal; especially : silver bullion

3 [Middle English, from Anglo-French plat, plate dish, plate,
from plat flat]

a : domestic hollowware made of or plated with gold, silver,

or base metals

b : a shallow usually circular vessel from which food is eaten

or served

c (1) : a quantity to fill a plate : PLATEFUL (2) : @ main course

served on a plate (3) : food and service supplied to one
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ait, bait, bate, blate, cate, crate, date, eight, fate, fete,
freight, gait, gate, grate, great, haet, hate, late, mate,
pate, plait, prat...

[+] more

Zplate transitive verb
plat-ed plating

Definition of PLATE
1 : to cover or equip with plate: as
a : to provide with armor plate

b : to cover with an adherent layer mechanically, chemically,
or electrically; also : to deposit (as a layer) on a surface

: to make a printing surface from or for
: to fix or secure with a plate

: to cause (as a runner) to score in baseball

a » W N

: to arrange (food) on a plate

First Known Use of PLATE

14th century

Learn More About PLATE

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "plate"
Spanish-English Dictionary: Translation of "plate"
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "plate"

Browse

Next Word in the Dictionary: plate-and-frame filter
Previous Word in the Dictionary: plat du jour
All Words Near: plate

¢ Seen & Heard »?

What made you want to look up plate? Please tell us where you
read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).

View Seen & Heard highlights from around the site »

Merriam-Webster on Facebook

The Merriam-Webster Learning English?
Unabridged Dictionary We can help.

Visit our free site designed
especially for learners and
o teachers of English
LearnersDictionary.com »

Our Dictionary, Merriam-Webster's
On Your Devices Visual Dictionary

Merriam-Webster,
With Voice Search
Get the Free Apps! »

¢ The new edition of the
remarkable reference
: features 8,000

2 illustrations.

Learn More »

legendary resource
Log In or Sign Up »

30f4 2/11/2013 10:11 AM





