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Definition of occurrence

1 : something that occurs a startling occurrenceLightning is a natural occurrence.
2 : the action or fact of happening or occurring —often used with ofthe repeated occurrence of petty theft in the locker room
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Synonyms for occurrence

Synonyms 

• affair,
• circumstance,
• episode,
• event,
• hap,
• happening,
• incident,
• occasion,
• thing

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Choose the Right Synonym for occurrence

occurrence, event, incident, episode, circumstance mean something that happens or takes place. occurrence may apply to a 
happening without intent, volition, or plan. an encounter that was a chance occurrence event usually implies an occurrence 
of some importance and frequently one having antecedent cause. the events following the assassination incident suggests an 
occurrence of brief duration or secondary importance. a minor wartime incident episode stresses the distinctiveness or 
apartness of an incident. a brief romantic episode in a life devoted to work circumstance implies a specific detail attending an 
action or event as part of its setting or background. couldn't recall the exact circumstances

Examples of occurrence in a Sentence
Getting headaches has become a common occurrence for her. the recent occurrences of the disease 
See More
Recent Examples on the Web An uplift of ash and smoke, which then cools, creates a thunderstorm-like occurrence but 
without the rain.— Caitlin O'kane, CBS News, "Smoke from Australian wildfires will circle the entire world, NASA says," 
14 Jan. 2020 The next step is to make these sparkling performances a normal occurrence.— Gary Washburn, 
BostonGlobe.com, "Jayson Tatum’s artistry was on full display on his career night," 12 Jan. 2020 

'occurrence.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us 
feedback. 

See More

First Known Use of occurrence

1539, in the meaning defined at sense 1

History and Etymology for occurrence

occurr(ent) entry 1 + -ence, perhaps after Middle French occurrence "circumstance" 
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Share occurrence

Post the Definition of occurrence to Facebook Share the Definition of occurrence on Twitter 

Time Traveler for occurrence

The first known use of occurrence was in 1539
See more words from the same year

Dictionary Entries near occurrence

occupiable

occupy

occur

occurrence

occurrent

occur to

OCD
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Statistics for occurrence

Last Updated 

18 Jan 2020 

Look-up Popularity 

Top 40% of words
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“Occurrence.” The Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster Inc., https://www.merriam-
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More Definitions for occurrence

occurrence

noun

Style: MLA
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English Language Learners Definition of occurrence

: something that happens
: the fact of happening or occurring

See the full definition for occurrence in the English Language Learners Dictionary

occurrence

noun
oc· cur· rence | \ ə-ˈkər-əns  \

Kids Definition of occurrence

1 : something that happens Lightning is a natural occurrence.
2 : the action or process of happening There's been a lower occurrence of the disease.

occurrence

noun
oc· cur· rence

Legal Definition of occurrence

: something that takes place especially : an accident, event, or continuing condition that causes personal or property damage 
that is unintended or unexpected from the standpoint of an insured party making a claim
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More from Merriam-Webster on occurrence

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for occurrence

Spanish Central: Translation of occurrence

Nglish: Translation of occurrence for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of occurrence for Arabic Speakers

Comments on occurrence

What made you want to look up occurrence? Please tell us where you read or heard it 
(including the quote, if possible). 
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