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Definition of usual

 (Entry 1 of 2)

1 : accordant with usage, custom, or habit : normal
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2 : commonly or ordinarily used followed his usual route
3 : found in ordinary practice or in the ordinary course of events : ordinary
as usual 
: in the accustomed or habitual way as usual they were late

usual

noun

Definition of usual (Entry 2 of 2)

: something usual

 Other Words from usual  Synonyms & Antonyms  Choose the Right Synonym  More Example Sentences 
Learn More about usual

Keep scrolling for more 

Other Words from usual

Adjective 

usualness \ ˈyü- zhə- wəl- nəs  , - zhəl-  ; ˈyüzh- wəl-  \ noun

Synonyms & Antonyms for usual

Synonyms: Adjective 

• conventional,
• current,
• customary,
• going,
• popular,
• prevailing,
• prevalent,
• standard,
• stock

Antonyms: Adjective 

• nonstandard,
• unconventional,
• unpopular,
• unusual

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Choose the Right Synonym for usual

Adjective 

usual, customary, habitual, wonted, accustomed mean familiar through frequent or regular repetition. usual stresses the 
absence of strangeness or unexpectedness. my usual order for lunch customary applies to what accords with the practices, 
conventions, or usages of an individual or community. the customary waiting period before the application is approved 
habitual suggests a practice settled or established by much repetition. a habitual morning routine wonted stresses habituation 
but usually applies to what is favored, sought, or purposefully cultivated. his wonted determination accustomed is less 
emphatic than wonted or habitual in suggesting fixed habit or invariable custom. accepted the compliment with her 
accustomed modesty 
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Examples of usual in a Sentence
Adjective She charges less than the usual fee. He took his usual route to work. the usual method for preparing chili She is 
not my usual doctor. It's usual to charge a fee for delivery. It's not usual for him to get home so late. 
See More
Recent Examples on the Web: Adjective In an interview with CNN Business' Rachel Crane, Ostroff said Spotify users have 
been listening to podcasts later in the day than usual.— Kerry Flynn, CNN, "Spotify staked its future on podcasts. Then the 
pandemic changed how we listen," 15 June 2020 Japanese gasoline demand was still down 27% in May from a year earlier, 
while South Korean processors are operating at rates that are 5 to 10 percentage points lower than usual.— Bloomberg.com, 
"Asia’s Uneven Oil Demand Recovery Shows Rally Faces Hurdles," 14 June 2020 The sky is the limit for him, but the sky is 
lower than usual.— Mitch Albom, Detroit Free Press, "Mitch Albom: Here's a wish: Spencer Torkelson in Detroit Tigers 
uniform in 2020," 14 June 2020 There are still many open questions to this mystery, but unprecedented international 
collaborations and sharing of early data will undoubtedly move research forward faster than usual.— Leslie Kay, Scientific 
American, "Why COVID-19 Makes People Lose Their Sense of Smell," 13 June 2020 Yet the current crisis has cast this 
divine detachment in even starker light than usual.— The Economist, "Banyan India’s bureaucrats are fighting covid-19 with 
red tape," 13 June 2020 The company decided to do so, but with a broader range of estimates than usual.— Nina Trentmann, 
WSJ, "Food Manufacturer Smucker Opts for Wider Guidance Range Amid Economic Uncertainty," 12 June 2020 The 
decision comes much later than usual due to the COVID-19 production shutdown and its effect on programming decisions 
for the 2020-21 TV season.— Bill Keveney, USA TODAY, "NBC renews 'Zoey's Extraordinary Playlist,' winner of USA 
TODAY's 'Save Our Shows' poll," 12 June 2020 While Lyme disease is traditionally difficult to diagnose, the current 
COVID-19 pandemic may make diagnosing Lyme disease even more complicated than usual, due to similar symptoms 
shared by Lyme disease and COVID-19.— Leah Groth, Health.com, "Lyme Disease and Coronavirus Have Some Similar 
Symptoms—Here's How to Tell the Difference," 12 June 2020 Recent Examples on the Web: Noun Against this backdrop, 
science-as-usual can remain a source of tension and mistrust.— Matthew Halliday/undark, Popular Science, "Inuit 
researchers are leading a scientific movement to understand life on the ice," 29 May 2020 The Mexican restaurant serves all 
of the usuals from three locations: 433 W New England Ave. in Winter Park; 5415 International Drive in Orlando; and 120 
W. Church St. in Orlando.— Lauren Delgado, OrlandoSentinel.com, "First Bite: Brunch at Pepe's Cantina," 15 June 2018 Of
course, travelers can expect the usuals that come with flying on a low-cost carrier— — Cassie Shortsleeve, CNT, "Flight
Deal: U.S. to Europe from $99 on Primera Air," 25 July 2017 On most days, the half-dozen or so usuals, guns often
holstered to their belts, settle into swivel chairs around tables near a bulletproof glass partition separating them from those
taking target practice.— Chris Fuchs, NBC News, "At Manhattan’s Last Gun Range, Darren Leung Calls the Shots," 11 May
2017

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the word 
'usual.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback. 

See More

First Known Use of usual

Adjective 

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Noun 

1589, in the meaning defined above

History and Etymology for usual

Adjective 

Middle English, from Anglo-French usuel, from Late Latin usualis, from Latin usus use 

Keep scrolling for more 
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Share usual

Post the Definition of usual to Facebook Share the Definition of usual on Twitter 

Time Traveler for usual

The first known use of usual was in the 14th century
See more words from the same century

From the Editors at Merriam-Webster

I'll Have the Us(ual) 

I'll Have the Us(ual)

Shortening 'usual': easy to say, hard to spell

Dictionary Entries near usual

ustulation

Ustulina

usu

usual

usual covenant

usually

usuary

See More Nearby Entries 

Phrases Related to usual

average/normal/general/usual run of

be one's usual self

business as usual

in the usual/normal/ordinary course of business

same as usual

the usual

the usual suspects
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Statistics for usual

Last Updated 

18 Jun 2020 

Look-up Popularity 

Cite this Entry 

“Usual.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/usual. 
Accessed 29 Jun. 2020.
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More Definitions for usual

usual

adjective

English Language Learners Definition of usual

: done, found, or used most of the time or in most cases : normal or regular

See the full definition for usual in the English Language Learners Dictionary

usual

adjective
usu· al | \ ˈyü-zhə-wəl  \

Kids Definition of usual

: done, found, used, or existing most of the time This is the usual state of the house.

Other Words from usual

usually adverb

Keep scrolling for more 

More from Merriam-Webster on usual

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for usual

Spanish Central: Translation of usual

Nglish: Translation of usual for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of usual for Arabic Speakers

Comments on usual
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What made you want to look up usual? Please tell us where you read or heard it 
(including the quote, if possible). 
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It blends in so well we 
almost didn’t see it. 

Their meanings have 
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Which of these things 
doesn't belong? And also quite useless 

words

Can you spell these 10 
commonly misspelled 

Listen to the words and 
spell through all three 
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