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Attorney general releases new FOIA rewrite

By RYAN KEITH
THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER
Posted May 27, 2009 @ 01:43 PM

  

A new rewrite of the state’s Freedom of Information Act includes of mix of
strengthening pushed by open-records advocates, with some scaled-back
changes backed by lawmakers.

Attorney General Lisa Madigan’s office has been pushing this spring to
rewrite the law, after repeated abuses by ex-Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s
administration and other governmental bodies.

Lawmakers took her original rewrite and watered it down last week,
prompting fears that the current law would actually be better than what
lawmakers wanted.

But Madigan’s latest bill – filed today as part of Senate Bill 189 – seeks to
strike a balance between the two sides. Cara Smith, Madigan’s deputy chief
of staff, said she sees this latest version as a final proposal for lawmakers to
consider in the waning days of the legislative session.

This plan would strip criminal penalties for public officials who won’t
release records but would allow for civil fines of between $2,500 and $5,000
for violators.

Home addresses, license plate numbers and telephone numbers would be
among the information public officials could still keep secret. Arrest reports
must be made public under the new plan, as would certain criminal record
information.

Documents must also be provided in electronic format “if feasible” under
the new rewrite.

Read more in tomorrow’s State Journal-Register. 
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