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For Immediate Release July 09, 2011

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

Statement of President Barack Obama Recognition of the Republic of South Sudan

I am proud to declare that the United States formally recognizes the Republic of South Sudan as a sovereign and

independent state upon this day, July 9, 2011.  After so much struggle by the people of South Sudan, the United

States of America welcomes the birth of a new nation.

Today is a reminder that after the darkness of war, the light of a new dawn is possible. A proud flag flies over Juba

and the map of the world has been redrawn. These symbols speak to the blood that has been spilled, the tears that

have been shed, the ballots that have been cast, and the hopes that have been realized by so many millions of

people. The eyes of the world are on the Republic of South Sudan. And we know that southern Sudanese have

claimed their sovereignty, and shown that neither their dignity nor their dream of self-determination can be denied.  

This historic achievement is a tribute, above all, to the generations of southern Sudanese who struggled for this day.

It is also a tribute to the support that has been shown for Sudan and South Sudan by so many friends and partners

around the world. Sudan’s African neighbors and the African Union played an essential part in making this day a

reality.  And along with our many international and civil society partners, the United States has been proud to play a

leadership role across two Administrations. Many Americans have been deeply moved by the aspirations of the

Sudanese people, and support for South Sudan extends across different races, regions, and political persuasions in

the United States.  I am confident that the bonds of friendship between South Sudan and the United States will only

deepen in the years to come.  As Southern Sudanese undertake the hard work of building their new country, the

United States pledges our partnership as they seek the security, development and responsive governance that can

fulfill their aspirations and respect their human rights. 

As today also marks the creation of two new neighbors, South Sudan and Sudan, both peoples must recognize that

they will be more secure and prosperous if they move beyond a bitter past and resolve differences peacefully.

Lasting peace will only be realized if all sides fulfill their responsibilities.  The Comprehensive Peace Agreement

must be fully implemented, the status of Abyei must be resolved through negotiations, and violence and intimidation

in Southern Kordofan, especially by the Government of Sudan, must end. The safety of all Sudanese, especially

minorities, must be protected. Through courage and hard choices, this can be the beginning of a new chapter of

greater peace and justice  for all of the Sudanese people.  

Decades ago, Martin Luther King reflected on the first moment of independence on the African continent in Ghana,

saying, “I knew about all of the struggles, and all of the pain, and all of the agony that these people had gone

through for this moment.” Today, we are moved by the story of struggle that led to this time of hope in South Sudan,

and we think of those who didn’t live to see their dream realized.  Now, the leaders and people of South Sudan have

an opportunity to turn this moment of promise into lasting progress.  The United States will continue to support the

aspirations of all Sudanese.  Together, we can ensure that today marks another step forward in Africa’s long journey

toward opportunity, democracy and justice.   
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August 26, 2011 6:46 AM EDT

West Wing Week: Mailbag Day, Summer
Edition 2011
This week we bring you Mailbag Day, Summer

Edition 2011 where we respond to some of your

emails and letters. Also this week, the President

addresses the situation in Libya, monitors

Hurricane Irene, and Vice President Biden travels

to Asia to re-emphasize our strong economic and

diplomatic ties to Asian nations.

August 24, 2011 4:43 PM EDT

VP in Asia: Highlights from Mongolia
Vice President Joe Biden says "Mongolia is not just

a shining example for other nations in transition,it’s

an emerging leader in the worldwide democratic

movement, a responsible actor on the world stage,

and a close friend and partner of the United

States."

August 23, 2011 9:17 AM EDT

VP in Asia: Highlights from Chengdu, China
In a major speech on U.S.-China relations, the Vice

President expressed confidence in America's ability

to compete in the 21st century
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