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A while ago, a twenty-something geek we'll

call Martin arranged a meeting with some Like
potential clients in an an unusual place: the

sidewalk across the street from a police

precinct on Manhattan's West Side.

151589 likes. Sign Up to see what your
friends like.

"I do a lot of shit in front of precincts cause | feel a lot safer," Martin told me in an interview
recently.

There were four of them, members of a Bronx drug trafficking crew. "It was like one of those
TV special multinational shows," Martin said. "You got a white guy, a black guy, a Latino
guy.”

The leader of the crew believed he was under surveillance, and Martin made them leave their
phones in the car for safety. He recalled the phones with disgust. "They had all smart phones,
and | told them: Bad fucking idea. You have to scale down two generations, at least. There's
too much information on a smart phone.” That's where Martin could help.

Standing on the sidewalk, Martin explained the snoop-resistant system he had devised: a
makeshift private cell phone network built around prepaid phones, dozens of SIM cards and
plastic pill organizers—the kind seniors use to keep their meds in order.

"It keeps your comms [communication] internal from prying eyes," he assured the leader. "If
someone's on your case, it trips up their investigation." All he needed was $7,000 and he
could set them up with ten phones in a week.

Martin left with the cash, stacks of hundred dollar bills in his backpack, and got to work.

Martin is a digital fixer. He wants me to call him a "mercenary hacker," although "renegade
IT guy" probably better represents his skillset. Through a long history of hanging out with
hackers, selling surveillance gear, and laboring on the fringes of the tech industry, Martin has
developed a combination of technical skill and lack of scruples that makes him perfect for
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