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As expected, the NCAA yesterday approved a new set of regulations for Division | sports: July 3rd
uly 3r

+ Conferences will have the option of increasing scholarship funds by $2,000 (on average,
scholarship money falls about $3,000 short of covering a college student’s essential
expenses).
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+ Starting in 2012, teams competing in postseason play, including the March Madness
basketball tournament and the Bowl Championship Series in football, will have tougher
academic requirements that will increase in strictness over time. According to the NCAA,
the new rules would have kept 30 teams out of last year’s men’s March Madness,
including national champion Connecticut.

+ Conferences will have the option of giving one-year or multi-year scholarships to student- July 2,2012 /1:23 pm

athletes. Since 1973, schools have only been allowed to guarantee aid for a year at a Sen. Grassley

time.

The Washington Post is reporting that there are also new changes coming to the way
coaches recruit, including an extended recruitment period.

Former Nike executive and NCAA critic Sonny Vaccaro, who appeared in_our film Money
and March Madness, told us by phone today that the rule changes won’t change the
underlying realities. “It’s all cosmetic. It means nothing. The NCAA has done nothing
more than throw a bone to the people who have been crying about this for years,” he said.
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Vaccaro’s concern is that the NCAA is merely making a “request” of the conferences to
carry out the scholarship reforms, leaving it to them to provide up to $2,000 in additional
aid — at some schools, scholarships fall well below the cost of attendance — or to allow for
multi-year scholarships. “The NCAA took away the four-year scholarship in 1973. They
took it away. Why are they leaving it up to others to undo this ungodly rule?” e-mail address
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The NCAA has been under fire over the past year, with critics like Vaccaro and historian Subscribe »

Taylor Branch accusing the organization of operating like a cartel and taking advantage of

students financially. The March Madness basketball tournament alone rakes in $700

million per year in a TV deal with CBS and Turner Broadcasting, and some student-athletes Like 160783 likes. Sign Up to see what your
say they deserve a cut. friends like.

Vaccaro points out that the new academic benchmarks to participate in the postseason
don’t begin to phase-in until the 2012-13 academic year. “Isn’t it ironic that the one rule
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that affects the financial situation of the NCAA tournament and the bowl games is
delayed?” Vaccaro asks. “This is for the benefit of the NCAA... Nothing’s changed really.
Nothing.”

While NCAA president Mark Emmert, as evidenced by the new rules, has said he’s open to
scholarship reform, he emphasized to us this spring that amateurism is the name of the
ame.

“What would be utterly unacceptable,” Emmert said, “is to convert students into
employees. The point of March Madness, of the Men’s Basketball Tournament, is the fact
that it's being played by students. We don’t pay our student-athletes.”

Zachary Stauffer produced FRONTLINE's Money and March Madness.

Photo: A Wilson NCAA basketball on a court at Bracket Town on April 3, 2011 in Houston, Texas. (AP/Aaron
M. Sprecher)
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