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Focusing public attention on emerging privacy and civil liberties issues

On Google Spy-Fi, Senator Durbin Calls for Update to Wiretap Law, FCC Chair Agrees
Law Should Protect Unencrypted Communications

In a hearing with Federal Communications Commission Chairman Julius Genachowski, Senator Dick Durbin
(D. IL.) criticized the agency's decision to issue a mere $25,000 fine against Google following the
investigation of Street View data collection. (Hearing video beginning at 64:20) Senator Durbin said that
Google's interception and collection of private wi-fi communication was a clear violation of privacy.
Chairman Genachowski defended the agency's decision but agreed with the committee chairman that "the law
should protect people even if they have unencrypted wi-fi." Senator Durbin said that he would consider
changes to the law if that is necessary. Senator Durbin also asked the FCC to provide the legal memoranda
supporting the FCC's decision not to find Google guilty of violating the Communications Act. EPIC has a
similar FOIA request pending with the agency. For more information, see EPIC: FCC Investigation of Google
Street View and EPIC: Electronic Communications Privacy Act.
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