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SUBPART A:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Section 522.10  Purpose  

 

The purpose of this Part is to provide the procedures for registrations, permit applications and 

revocations and the requirements for the erection and maintenance of signs along interstate or 

primary highways in Illinois.  

 

Section 522.20  Definitions  

 

 "Act" means the Highway Advertising Control Act of 1971 [225 ILCS 440].  

 

 "Air mile" means a distance of one mile as measured horizontally along a straight 

line between the sign and activity advertised.  

 

 "Business Area" means any part of an area adjacent to and within 660 feet of the 
right-of-way which is at any time zoned for business, commercial or industrial 
activities under the authority of any law of this State; or not so zoned, but which 
constitutes an unzoned commercial or industrial area.  However, as to signs 
along Interstate highways, the term "business area" includes only areas which 
are within incorporated limits of any city, village, or incorporated town, as such 
limits existed on September 21, 1959, and which are zoned for business, industrial 
or commercial use, or to portions of Interstate highways which traverse other 
areas where the land use, as of September 21, 1959, was clearly established by 
State law as business, industrial or commercial. (Section 3.12 of the Act [225 

ILCS 440/3.12])  Areas which were zoned as of September 21, 1959 and were not 

specifically zoned for business, commercial or industrial use as of September 21, 

1959 and were outside corporate limits on that date will not be considered 

business areas along Interstate highways. Areas which were unzoned on 

September 21, 1959 may qualify as business areas along Interstate highways if the 

applicant can show, based on contemporaneous historical records of State actions 

(e.g., State sales tax records, required State license fees, etc.) that the land on 

September 21, 1959 was and has continuously been used as business, commercial 

or industrial.  Land unzoned on September 21, 1959, used for agricultural and/or 

farming activities, including but not limited to forestry, ranging, mining and 

mineral extraction activities, grazing, wayside produce stands and grain storage 

bins, will not be considered as business, commercial or industrial land uses for 

purposes of this Part.  Additionally, unzoned land used for railroad tracks and 

minor sidings; transient or temporary activities not involving permanent buildings 

or structures; outdoor advertising structures; activities not visible from the main-

traveled way; activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence (if 

the ground floor of the building is more than 50% residence); and activities 

located in buildings that are not integral to the business operation or that are used 
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