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action
noun ac·tion \ˈak-shən\

Definition of ACTION

:  the initiating of a proceeding in a court of justice by which one demands or
enforces one's right; also :  the proceeding itself

:  the bringing about of an alteration by force or through a natural agency

Improve your SCRABBLE® game with our 
official Word Finder Tool Word Finder Tool »

:  the manner or method of performing:

a :  an actor's or speaker's deportment or expression by means of attitude,
voice, and gesture

b :  the style of movement of the feet and legs (as of a horse)

c :  a function of the body or one of its parts

:  an act of will

a :  a thing done :  deed

b :  the accomplishment of a thing usually over a period of time, in stages, or
with the possibility of repetition

c plural :  behavior, conduct <unscrupulous actions>

d :  initiative, enterprise <a man of action>

a (1) :  an engagement between troops or ships (2) :  combat in war
<gallantry in action>

b (1) :  an event or series of events forming a literary composition (2) :  the
unfolding of the events of a drama or work of fiction :  plot (3) :  the
movement of incidents in a plot

c :  the combination of circumstances that constitute the subject matter of a
painting or sculpture

a :  an operating mechanism
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b :  the manner in which a mechanism or instrument operates

a :  the price movement and trading volume of a commodity, security, or
market

b :  the process of betting including the offering and acceptance of a bet
and determination of a winner

c :  financial gain or an opportunity for financial gain <a piece of the action>

:  sexual activity

:  the most vigorous, productive, or exciting activity in a particular field, area,
or group <wants to be where the action is>

See action defined for English-language learners 

See action defined for kids 

Examples of ACTION

He was critical of the government's actions before the war.

a military action against another country

She tried to explain her actions.

I accept full responsibility for my actions.

The situation demanded immediate action.

The problem may require military action.

The school took disciplinary action against the drunken students.

They decided that no further action was necessary.

Origin of ACTION

Middle English accioun, from Anglo-French accion, from Latin action-,
actio, from agere to do — more at agent

First Known Use: 14th century

Related to ACTION

Synonyms
act, deed, doing, exploit, feat, thing

[+] more

Rhymes with ACTION

faction, fraction, taction, traction

action  

noun ac·tion \ˈak-shən\   (Medical Dictionary)

Medical Definition of ACTION

:  the process of exerting a force or bringing about an effect that results from
the inherent capacity of an agent <protein synthesis is an expression of
gene action> <insecticidal action>

:  a function or the performance of a function of the body (as defecation) or
of one of its parts <the normal baby has three or four actions of the bowel in
24 hours—Morris Fishbein> <heart action>

:  an act of will

actions pl :  behavior <aggressive actions>

Trend Watch
Fracas
Top Gear host Jeremy
Clarkson was suspended by
the BBC …



converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Visited 03/18/2015

activity
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/action
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=action
agent
/dictionary/act
/dictionary/deed
/dictionary/doing
/dictionary/exploit
/dictionary/feat
/dictionary/thing
faction
fraction
taction
traction
/medical/behavior
/trend-watch/archive.html
/trend-watch/2015/03/12/
/trend-watch/2015/03/12/
/trend-watch/2015/03/12/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Learn More About ACTION

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "action"
Spanish Central: Spanish translation of "action"
SCRABBLE®: Playable words you can make from "action"
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "action"

Browse

Next Word in the Dictionary: actionability
Previous Word in the Dictionary: actio bonae fidei
All Words Near: action

Ask The Editor Videos

Seen & Heard

What made you want to look up action? Please tell us where you read or heard
it (including the quote, if possible).

View Seen & Heard Highlights from Around the Site 

10 Charming Words for
Nasty People
Put-downs with flair

Learn More 

When "Literally" isn't, well,
literal
How to use a word that
(literally) drives some people
nuts.

Watch Now 

Know what this is?
Test your vocab with our fun,
fast game

Go Play 

Fear of cats?
Ailurophobia, and 9 other
unusual fears

Learn More 

Is It 'Attorney Generals' Or 'Attorneys
General'?

Fun, Funner, Funnest

     

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Visited 03/18/2015

/thesaurus/action
/thesaurus/action
http://www.spanishcentral.com/translate/action
http://www.spanishcentral.com/translate/action
/scrabble/finder/action
/scrabble/finder/action
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/4434/action
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/4434/action
/dictionary/actionability
/dictionary/actio bonae fidei
/browse/dictionary/action
/seen-and-heard/archive/page-1.htm
/top-ten-lists/top-10-rare-and-amusing-insults-vol-2/loblolly.html
/top-ten-lists/top-10-rare-and-amusing-insults-vol-2/loblolly.html
/video/0038-literally.html
/video/0038-literally.html
/namethatthing/index.htm
/namethatthing/index.htm
/top-ten-lists/top-10-unusual-phobias-vol-2/kinesophobia.html
/top-ten-lists/top-10-unusual-phobias-vol-2/kinesophobia.html
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Join Us

  Merriam-Webster 
on Facebook 

  Merriam-Webster 
on Twitter 

 Bookstore: Digital and Print
Merriam-Webster references for Mobile,
Kindle, print, and more.

See All 

 Other Merriam-Webster Dictionaries
Spanish Central 
Learner's ESL Dictionary 
WordCentral for Kids 
Visual Dictionary 

 SCRABBLE® Word Finder 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary 
Britannica English - Arabic Translation 
Nglish - Spanish-English Translation 

Home   Help   About Us   Shop   Advertising Info   Dictionary API   Privacy Policy
About Our Ads   Contact Us   Browser Tools

© 2015 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

Browse the Dictionary  Browse the Thesaurus  Browse the Spanish-English Dictionary  Browse the Medical Dictionary

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Visited 03/18/2015

http://www.facebook.com/merriamwebster
http://www.facebook.com/merriamwebster
http://twitter.com/merriamwebster
http://twitter.com/merriamwebster
/shop/index.htm
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/
http://www.wordcentral.com/
http://visual.merriam-webster.com/
/scrabble
http://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/?refr=U_mwol_other
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/en
http://www.nglish.com/spanish
/
/help/index.htm
/info/index.htm
/shop/index.htm
/advertising/
http://www.dictionaryapi.com/
/info/privacy.htm
/info/about-our-ads.htm
/info/contact.htm
/browser-tools/google-chrome.htm
/info/copyright.htm
/browse/dictionary/a.htm
/browse/thesaurus/a.htm
http://www.spanishcentral.com/browse/a
/browse/medical/a.htm
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF



