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Ejection Fraction

The ejection fraction is a measurement of the heart's efficiency and can be used to estimate the function of
the left ventricle, which pumps blood to the rest of the body.

The left ventricle pumps only a fraction of the blood it contains. The ejection fraction is the amount of blood
pumped divided by the amount of blood the ventricle contains. A normal ejection fraction is more than
55% of the blood volume. If the heart becomes enlarged, even if the amount of blood being pumped by
the left ventricle remains the same, the relative fraction of blood being ejected decreases. For example:

A healthy heart with a total blood volume of 100 mL that pumps 60 mL to the aorta has an ejection
fraction of 60%.

A heart with an enlarged left ventricle that has a total blood volume of 140 mL and pumps the same
amount (60 mL) to the aorta has an ejection fraction of 43%.

ByHealthwise Staff
Primary Medical ReviewerRakesh K. Pai, MD, FACC - Cardiology, Electrophysiology
Specialist Medical ReviewerStephen Fort, MD, MRCP, FRCPC - Interventional Cardiology

Current as ofMarch 12, 2014
1

WebMD Medical Reference from Healthwise hea#hWFSE'

for every health decision®

Last Updated: March 12, 2014

This information is not intended to replace the advice of a doctor. Healthwise disclaims any liability for the decisions you make
based on this information.

© 1995-2015 Healthwise, Incorporated. Healthwise, Healthwise for every health decision, and the Healthwise logo are
trademarks of Healthwise, Incorporated.

http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/ejection-fraction[4/11/2016 11:44:28 AM]



	webmd.com
	Ejection Fraction




