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Read the Original Article: Heart Disease and Abnormal
 Heart Rhythm (Arrhythmia)

An ICD is a sophisticated device used primarily to treat
 ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation, two life-
threatening heart rhythms. The ICD constantly monitors the
 heart rhythm. When it detects a very fast, abnormal heart
 rhythm, it delivers energy to the heart muscle to cause the
 heart to beat in a normal rhythm again. There are several
 ways the ICD can be used to restore normal heart rhythm.
 They include:

Anti-tachycardia pacing (ATP). When the heart
 beats too fast, a series of small electrical impulses
 may be delivered to the heart muscle to restore a
 normal heart rate and rhythm.
Cardioversion. A low energy shock may be delivered
 at the same time as the heart beats to restore normal
 heart rhythm.
Defibrillation. When the heart is beating dangerously
 fast or irregularly, a higher energy shock may be
 delivered to the heart muscle to restore a normal
 rhythm.
Anti-bradycardia pacing. Many ICDs provide back-
up pacing to maintain heart rhythm if it slows too
 much.

This answer should not be considered medical advice...

Yes No

12 of 14 found this helpful

1 Answer

 

Answers From Experts & Organizations (1)

 
 

Want to stay informed?
Get health information delivered straight
 to your inbox

Have a symptom?
Go to WebMD Symptom Checker

Turn Tips Off

Other Ways to Get Answers 
on WebMD:

Why WebMD?

Visited 04/11/2016

http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//www.facebook.com/WebMD%3Fref=ts
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//twitter.com/WebMD
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http://pinterest.com/webmd/
http://answers.webmd.com/
http://www.webmd.com/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/default.htm
http://answers.webmd.com/
http://answers.webmd.com/ask
http://answers.webmd.com/answer/landing
http://answers.webmd.com/explore-topics
http://answers.webmd.com/organization/40107/national-alopecia-areata-foundation
http://answers.webmd.com/organization/3438/national-psoriasis-foundation
http://answers.webmd.com/answers/1196312/what-is-an-implantable-cardioverter-defibrillator?guid=1
http://www.facebook.com/share.php
http://www.facebook.com/share.php
http://twitter.com/share
http://twitter.com/share
http://answers.webmd.com/post/post-a-question
http://answers.webmd.com/post/post-a-question
http://answers.webmd.com/expert/35308/david-stein-internist-and-cardiologist
http://answers.webmd.com/expert/35308/david-stein-internist-and-cardiologist
http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/guide/heart-disease-abnormal-heart-rhythm
http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/guide/heart-disease-abnormal-heart-rhythm
https://member.webmd.com/newsletters/newsletters.aspx
https://member.webmd.com/newsletters/newsletters.aspx
https://member.webmd.com/newsletters/newsletters.aspx
https://member.webmd.com/newsletters/newsletters.aspx
http://symptoms.webmd.com/default.htm
http://symptoms.webmd.com/default.htm
http://symptoms.webmd.com/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/why-should-i-sign-up-for-webmd
http://www.webmd.com/default.htm


What is an implantable cardioverter-defibrillator (ICD)? - WebMD Answers

http://answers.webmd.com/answers/1176666/what-is-an-implantable-cardioverter-defibrillator-icd?guid=1[4/11/2016 11:48:15 AM]

Next Question: What is an implantable cardioverter defibrillator (ICD)?


Want to talk to others?
Be a part of the WebMD Community

Looking for the latest health information?
Get WebMD Health News

Want to be the best you can be?
Take a Self-Assessment

Exercise & OA Knee Pain
RA and Pregnancy
Lung Cancer Treatment

Breast Cancer Advances
IBS-C Symptoms?
Facts About Skin Cancer

Help with Painful Knees
Colorectal Cancer Cure
Diagnosed with Cancer?

Melanoma Immunotherapy
CML Treatment Plan
Aortic Valve Stenosis?

OA Doctor Answers
Hodgkin Lymphoma
 Treatment
Frequent Constipation?

Find us on:

AdChoices

About WebMD  Advertise With Us  Terms of Use  Privacy Policy  Advertising Policy  Accessibility  Sponsor Policy
Site Map  Careers  Contact Us  Medscape Reference  eMedicineHealth  RxList  Medscape  MedicineNet
BootsWebMD  WebMD Corporate  WebMD Health Services  First Aid  WebMD Magazine  WebMD Health Record
WebMD Mobile  Newsletters  Dictionary  Physician Directory


©2005-2016 WebMD, LLC. All rights reserved.

WebMD does not provide medical advice, diagnosis or treatment. See additional information.

Didn't find what you were looking for? Ask WebMD Experts and Contributors

Important: The opinions expressed in WebMD User-generated content areas like communities, reviews, ratings, blogs, or WebMD Answers are solely those of the User, who may or may not
 have medical or scientific training. These opinions do not represent the opinions of WebMD. User-generated content areas are not reviewed by a WebMD physician or any member of the
 WebMD editorial staff for accuracy, balance, objectivity, or any other reason except for compliance with our Terms and Conditions. Some of these opinions may contain information about
 treatments or uses of drug products that have not been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. WebMD does not endorse any specific product, service, or treatment. Do not
 consider WebMD User-generated content as medical advice. Never delay or disregard seeking professional medical advice from your doctor or other qualified healthcare provider because of
 something you have read on WebMD. You should always speak with your doctor before you start, stop, or change any prescribed part of your care plan or treatment. WebMD understands that
 reading individual, real-life experiences can be a helpful resource, but it is never a substitute for professional medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment from a qualified health care provider. If you
 think you may have a medical emergency, call your doctor or dial 911 immediately.

Health Solutions From Our Sponsors

More From WebMD:
 Hemophilia Treatment | RA Basics | Psoriasis | MS Assessment | Hemophilia Questions | Anaphylaxis | ADHD in Children | Diabetes Diet | Hodgkin's
 Lymphoma | Multiple Myeloma | Breast Cancer | Toenail Fungus | Incontinence | COPD | Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials | Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis | Diabetes Assessment | Live
 Better With Diabetes | Atrial Fibrillation Assessment | Treating Advanced Prostate Cancer

Ask Your Question
WebMD Answers

120 Characters remaining
               

Featuring Experts From

Visited 04/11/2016

http://answers.webmd.com/answers/1196312/what-is-an-implantable-cardioverter-defibrillator?guid=1&clientid=&referraltopic=undefined
http://answers.webmd.com/answers/1196312/what-is-an-implantable-cardioverter-defibrillator?guid=1&clientid=&referraltopic=undefined
http://exchanges.webmd.com/default.htm
http://exchanges.webmd.com/default.htm
http://exchanges.webmd.com/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/news/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/news/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/news/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/tools/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/tools/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/tools/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/osteoarthritis/knee-pain-14/3-mistakes-new-treatment
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/850849
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/common-cancers-15/ctca-cancer-treatment/lung-cancer
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/common-cancers-15/ctca-cancer-treatment/breast-cancer
http://www.webmd.com/manage-ibsc-cic-symptoms/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/common-cancers-15/ctca-cancer-treatment/skin-cancer
http://www.webmd.com/osteoarthritis/knee-pain-14/treat-oa-knee-pain
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/common-cancers-15/ctca-cancer-treatment/colorectal-cancer
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/common-cancers-15/ctca-cancer-treatment/default.htm
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/850849
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/850846
http://www.webmd.com/tavr-for-severe-aortic-stenosis-patient
http://www.webmd.com/osteoarthritis/knee-pain-14/3-mistakes-new-treatment
http://education.webmd.com/viewcollection/33573
http://education.webmd.com/viewcollection/33573
http://www.webmd.com/manage-ibsc-cic-symptoms/how-treatment-works
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//www.facebook.com/%23%21/WebMD%3Fref=ts
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//www.facebook.com/%23%21/WebMD%3Fref=ts
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//twitter.com/WebMD
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//twitter.com/WebMD
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//pinterest.com/webmd/
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http%3A//pinterest.com/webmd/
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=https://www.urac.org/directory/CompanyView.aspx?cid=C8700000F48&aid=1951&Type=Accreditnet
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=https://privacy.truste.com/privacy-seal/WebMD,-LLC/validation?rid=7b3bf16d-37b4-42e0-aec7-836ef1d3680d
http://www.webmd.com/click?url=http://www.hon.ch/HONcode/Conduct.html%3FHONConduct298987
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/default.htm?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/media/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/about-terms-and-conditions-of-use?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/about-privacy-policy?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/about-advertising-policy?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/about-webmd-policies/accessibility-statement?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/about-webmd-policies/about-our-sponsors?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/sitemap?ss=ftr
https://careers-webmd.icims.com/
https://customercare.webmd.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=18003&task=ticket
http://reference.medscape.com/
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/hp.asp
http://www.rxlist.com/
http://www.medscape.com/
http://www.medicinenet.com/
http://www.webmd.boots.com/
http://www.wbmd.com/
http://www.webmdhealthservices.com/
http://www.webmd.com/first-aid/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/www/magazine/default.htm?ss=ftr
http://www.webmd.com/www/phr
http://www.webmd.com/www/mobile
https://member.webmd.com/subscribe
http://dictionary.webmd.com/default.htm
http://doctor.webmd.com/home
http://www.webmd.com/www/policies/additional-info?ss=ftr
http://answers.webmd.com/post/post-a-question
http://answers.webmd.com/post/post-a-question
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/838465
http://www.webmd.com/rheumatoid-arthritis/ss/slideshow-ra-overview
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/psoriasis/ss/slideshow-severe-psoriasis-9
http://www.webmd.com/multiple-sclerosis/multiple-sclerosis-assessment/default.htm
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/838466
http://www.webmd.com/allergies/life-threatening-reaction-16/video-allergy-or-anaphylaxis
http://www.webmd.com/add-adhd/childhood-adhd/ss/slideshow-adhd-in-children
http://www.webmd.com/diabetes/10-diabetes-diet-myths
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/842657
http://education.webmd.com/viewarticle/842657
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/multiple-myeloma-15/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/breast-cancer/breast-cancer-health-check/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/toenail-fungus-15/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/urinary-incontinence-oab/stay-active-15/oab-sex
http://www.webmd.com/lung/copd/living-with-copd-15/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/prostate-cancer/decision-point-clinical-trials-15/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/lung/ipf-lungs-15/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/diabetes/diabetes-health-check/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/diabetes/take-control-16/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/diabetes/take-control-16/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/atrial-fibrillation/afib-12/afib-assessment/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/prostate-cancer/metastatic-prostate-15/default.htm
http://answers.webmd.com/organization/3238/american-society-for-reproductive-medicine
http://answers.webmd.com/organization/40086/american-autoimmune-related-diseases-association
http://answers.webmd.com/organization/40085/national-eczema-association

	webmd.com
	What is an implantable cardioverter-defibrillator (ICD)? - WebMD Answers


	ZpYnJpbGxhdG9yLWljZD9ndWlkPTEA: 
	form3: 
	ques: 
	input6: 
	ques_(1): 
	input7: 




