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melena /me-le-na/ (mé-le'nah) the passage of dark stools stained with altered blood.

Dorland's Medical Dictionary for Health Consumers. © 2007 by Saunders, an imprint of Elsevier, Inc. All rights reserved.
[

me-le-na (mz-'ng)
n.
The passage of black tarlike stools containing blood that has been acted on by the intestinal juices.

The American Heritage® Medical Dictionary Copyright © 2007, 2004 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.
[

melena
[malé’'na, mal'anal
Etymology: Gk, melas, black

abnormal black tarry stool that has a distinctive odor and contains digested blood. It usually results from bleeding in
the upper Gl tract and is often a sign of peptic ulcer or small bowel disease. See also gastrointestinal bleeding.

Mosby's Medical Dictionary, 8th edition. © 2009, Elsevier.
[

melena [mé-le'nah]
darkening of the feces by blood pigments.

Miller-Keane Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Medicine, Nursing, and Allied Health, Seventh Edition. © 2003 by Saunders, an imprint of Elsevier, Inc. All rights
reserved.

melena (mg'lé'-ng),
n dark stools with a tarlike consistency and a distinct odor comprised of digested blood; results from bleeding in
the upper gastrointestinal tract; usually a sign of peptic ulcer or small bowel disease.

Jonas: Mosby's Dictionary of Complementary and Alternative Medicine. (c) 2005, Elsevier.
[

melena (melé'ny),
n the passage of dark or black stools; the color is produced by altered blood and blood pigments.

Mosby's Dental Dictionary, 2nd edition. © 2008 Elsevier, Inc. All rights reserved.
[

melena, melaena
darkening of the feces by blood pigments. Typically the feces have a black color with a red tinge at the edges and
are soft and almost slimy.

Saunders Comprehensive Veterinary Dictionary, 3 ed. © 2007 Elsevier, Inc. All rights reserved
[

melena
Stool or vomit blackened by heme pigments
McGraw-Hill Concise Dictionary of Modern Medicine. © 2002 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.
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