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People identifying themselves as members of the Moorish Science Temple of America claimed ownership of this property.

By ANJELICA TAN and SUSAN CHANDLER
Published: August 27, 2011

Stephanie Neely, the city treasurer, deals regularly with giant RECOMMEND
banks and multimillion-dollar budgets. But for all her financial TWITTER
expertise, Ms. Neely was unprepared when she learned that the LINKEDIN

name of a deceased cleric from an obscure Islamic sect was on a
deed claiming he and his temple owned the Kenwood home she had

SIGN IN TO E-MAIL
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lived in since 2002. a '
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u Ms. Neely found out last month that REPRINTS )
chicagonews = deed ficd witn the Cook County e '
i ‘cooperative  pecorder of Deeds listed the Moorish '
A nonprofit, nonpartisan news . . . S
organization providing local Science Temple of America as the \.1" I‘{ ]I\ I_“J I)_l ol 3
coverage of Chicago and the owner of her home in the 1100 block  |[NEStEE M
surrounding area for The New York :
Times. of East 44th Street. It was one of —
More From the Chicago News more than 30 Chicago-area : 4
Cooperative » . R . .. B =
properties so listed. A reporter for Medill News Service in §
Chicago discovered the document while researching a 5
story on a foreclosed property next door and brought it to '
Ms. Neely’s attention.
L& ! 6.
Ms. Neely was “shocked” to learn about the deed. “I have %
to hire a lawyer to straighten this matter out,” she said.
“My concern is for people who aren’t aware that this may ; 7.
) . . . 4
be going on with their own properties and who don’t have - .

the resources to protect themselves.”
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The mysterious deed could throw Ms. Neely's house into a
legal quagmire. If she wanted to sell, refinance or take out

Jose More/Chicago News Cooperative
Stephanie Neely

Log in to see what your friends
are sharing on nytimes.com.
Privacy Policy | What's This?

Cowardice on

,
g
‘ﬁ -j_qsmilél‘min

MOST E-MAILED

Log In With Facebook

What's Popular Now

Rabbi Herschel
‘9 Schacter, Who
Carried Word of
Freedom to
Buchenwald, Dies at 95

All Children Deserve

A Normal Life

Donate Today

MOST VIEWED

Bacteria in the Intestines May Help Tip
the Bathroom Scale, Studies Show

Rabbi Herschel Schacter Is Dead at 95;
Cried to the Jews of Buchenwald: ‘You
Are Free’

Is Giving the Secret to Getting Ahead?

WELL
Easing Brain Fatigue With a Walk in the
Park

MAUREEN DOWD
Courting Cowardice

New Prostate Cancer Tests Could Reduce
False Alarms

Job Prospects Are Dimming for Radiology
Trainees

3rd Oral Drug to Treat MS Is Approved by
the F.D.A.

3/28/2013 11:17 AM



Think You Own Your House? Check the Deed - NYTimfiirgiLt e d on 3 /2 8 /f%\ﬂvg.nytimes.com/2011/08/28/us/280ncmortgage.html?_r=0

a second mortgage, the deed could derail the process. Meanwhile, the person who filed 9. WELL
the deed could try to take out a mortgage on the property and, if successful, could walk % Looking for Evidence That Therapy

. Works
away with the proceeds.
10. Justices Cast Doubt on Benefits Ban in
It is not difficult to file a deed on a property, even for someone with no legal claim to ﬂ U.S. Marriage Law
it. A person need merely fill out a blank deed purporting to show that the property’s
owner is transferring the property to someone else. Once the document is notarized and ~ ©° ©© Complete List» Show My Recommendations
a fee is paid to the recorder of deeds, the document is part of the official record of
ownership.

Few homeowners ever check their property records after they buy their homes. Perhaps
they should. A Chicago News Cooperative investigation has found that people
purporting to be members of the Moorish Science Temple have filed dozens of bogus
deeds claiming ownership of local properties estimated to be worth more than $10
million.

R. Jones-Bey, grand sheik and moderator of the Moorish Science Temple of America, Puerto Rico creates tax

said the church had no knowledge of the deeded properties in Chicago. “There have shelters in appeal to the rich
been other organizations that have been calling themselves the Moorish Science Temple | , <1\ BusiNESS »

of America,” said Mr. Jones-Bey, who is based at the temple’s headquarters in Searching for reasonable and understandable credit card

Washington. “We have no affiliations with them.” processing
This week in Small Business: does Yelp help?

C. Fuqua-Bey, the temple’s grand governor of Michigan, who is familiar with the issue, nytimes.com BUSINESS
said the church had been victimized. “We’ve had to take people to court on identity
theft,” Mr. Fuqua-Bey said. “We have to check the system ourselves to see if people are

utilizing our name.” SAVE ONCE. READ ANYWHERE.

In about half the 30 known instances of Chicago-area deeds with the temple’s name on  FJR REGISTERED USERS ONLY.
them, including that of Ms. Neely’s property, the name of Noble Drew Ali, the deceased

founder of the temple, appears on warranty deeds with the recorder’s office. The deeds
grant the properties to his church. (By law, dead people cannot transfer property or
receive it; only their estates can.)

In one case last spring, a man wearing the Moorish temple’s trademark red fez took
boards off the windows and doors and moved into a foreclosed home belonging to
E*Trade Bank in the Kenwood neighborhood in Chicago, not far from President
Obama’s home. Property records show that around this time, a deed was filed in the
name of the temple. The man, who identified himself as Abdul-Musawwir ElI Shakoor
Bey, was later charged with criminal trespass by the Chicago Police Department.

His next-door neighbor was Ms. Neely.

Ms. Neely has asked the lllinois attorney general, Lisa Madigan, to investigate possible Advertise on NYTimes.com
mortgage fraud. Robyn Ziegler, Ms. Madigan’s spokeswoman, confirmed that Ms.
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Madigan was looking into the matter.
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A version of this article appeared in print on August 28, 2011, on page A25A of the National edition with the headline: Think
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