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Crime Statistics in California
Reflect Incremental Change 

Year Over Year

The number of crimes, and rate per 100,000 population, remains at historic lows

Crime in California 2012 presents an overview of the criminal justice system in California.  Current 
year statistics are presented for reported crimes, arrests, dispositions of adult felony arrests, adult 
probation, criminal justice personnel, citizens’ complaints against peace officers, domestic violence- 
related calls for assistance, and law enforcement officers killed or assaulted.  In addition, statistics for 
preceding years provide a historical context. 

Summary: The number of crimes and rate per 100,000 population remains at historic lows. 

Crimes

�� While the violent and property crime rates 
per 100,000 population increased slightly 
from 2011 to 2012, the 2012 rates remain 
at half the rate seen 20 years ago.  

�� The homicide rate remained at a rate 18 
percent lower than the average homicide 
rate for the prior ten years. 

�� From 2011 to 2012, the forcible rape and 
aggravated assault rates remain 7.1 and 2.7 
percent lower than their respective rates 
two years ago.

�� The motor vehicle theft crime rate 
decreased 26 percent from 2007 to 2012, 
the largest decrease of all the violent and 
property crimes.

�� In 2012, the arson rate per 100,000 
population increased 4.2 percent.

�� From 2011 to 2012, assaults against 
law enforcement officers decreased 4.0 
percent, and the number of assaults in 
2012 was the lowest in 5 years.
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