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Background:

The UN established Er i trea as an autonomous region wi thin the Ethiopian federation in 1952.  Ethiopia's full annexation of  Er i trea

as a province 10 years later  sparked a violent 30-year  struggle for  independence that ended in 1991 wi th Er i trean rebels defeating

government forces. Er i treans overwhelmingly  approved independence in a 1993 referendum. ISAIAS Afworki  has been Er i trea's

only  president since independence; his rule,  par ticular ly  since 2001,  has been highly  autocratic  and repressive. His government

has created a highly  mi li tar ized soc iety  by  pursuing an unpopular  program of  mandatory  conscr iption into national service,

sometimes of indef ini te length.  A two-and-a-half-year  border  war  wi th Ethiopia that erupted in 1998 ended under UN auspices in

December 2000.  The Er i trea-Ethiopia Boundary  Commission (EEBC) c reated in Apr i l 2003 was tasked "to delimit and demarcate

the colonial treaty  border  based on per tinent colonial treaties (1900, 1902,  and 1908)  and applicable international law." Er i trea for

several years hosted a UN peacekeeping operation that moni tored a 25 km-wide Temporary  Secur i ty  Zone.  The EEBC on 30

November 2007 remotely  demarcated the border,  assigning the town of  Badme to Er i trea,  despi te Ethiopia's maintaining forces

there f rom the time of  the 1998-2000 war.  An inc reasingly  hosti le Er i trea insisted that the UN terminate i ts peacekeeping mission

on 31 July  2008.  Er i trea has accepted the EEBC's "vi r tual demarcation" dec ision and repeatedly  called on Ethiopia to remove i ts

troops. Ethiopia has not accepted the demarcation dec ision,  and nei ther par ty  has entered into meaningful dialogue to resolve the

impasse. Er i trea is subjec t to several UN Secur i ty  Counc i l Resolutions ( f rom 2009, 2011,  and 2012) imposing var ious mi li tary  and

economic  sanctions,  in view of  evidence that i t has suppor ted armed opposi tion groups in the region.
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