The Chinese Church's Delicate Dance | Christianity Toda%/i S|t e d on GVWsfr')anitytoday.com/ct/2004/november/30.68.html?paging=off

CHRISTIANITY @' TODAY Our Ministry  Christianity Today Leadership Journal Church Law & Tax Discipleship ~ Subscril

) __ Pack meals in your church, Egﬁagﬁé o3 dix ; Think Like a
il school or organization! [ HiORN here! f § elievet

==

SUBSCRIBE

VHDUFK u

10of3 6/3/2013 11:54 AM



The Chinese Church's Delicate Dance | Christianity TOdan/i S|t e d on 6737\2\611’sfr')anitytoday.com/ct/2004/november/30.68.html?paging=off

2 of 3

HOT TOPICS: Testimonies | Natural Disasters | Television | Adoption | Military | Marriage | Terrorism | View all

I TITHDWXUH Home > Magazine > 2004 > November

IQWHUYIHZ

The Chinese Church's Delicate Dance
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t is difficult to imagine by looking at him that Presbyter Ji P XOWLSOH SDTHV
I Jianhong gets flustered by much. Even when his mouth is UHDG WK IV VX H
turned down in thought, his calm, round face exudes a steady
0 smile. His diplomatic demeanor—as chairman of the national committee of the
Jatriotic Movement of the Protestant churches in China (TSPM)—can't mask a joy that
i . AT . . .
etly about him. That's why any flash of irritation is noticed immediately.
0 asked him to explain how, exactly, Western Christians were intruding into Chinese
. That momentary flash of anger revealed a tension he lives with as chairman of the
emai of many tensions at the heart of emerging Chinese Christianity.
print

I has only been in his position a couple of years, and he has not given many interviews to
Western journalists. My opportunity to interview him came unexpectedly, and not in the best
circumstances. | was on a small Christian Heritage Tour with Living Stream Ministry, and we had
arranged to greet Presbyter Ji while in Shanghai. After touring TSPM's new headquarters on a humid
September morning, we were escorted into a reception room and took seats around the perimeter.

A translator sat next to Ji, and two or three other TSPM officials were there as well.

| expected the conversation to be formal and brief—official greetings, exchange of gifts, goodbye.
But after opening remarks, Ji invited me to ask him questions. We talked for more than an hour.
Given the circumstances, the conversation proved more revealing about Ji and the official Protestant
church than | had originally hoped for.
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