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 Let’s go over the basic eligibility criteria.

Our general eligibility requirem ents are that you m ust

dem onstrate financial need (for m ost program s);

be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;

have a valid Social Security num ber (w ith the exception of

students from  the Republic of the M arshall Islands, Federated

States of M icronesia, or the Republic of Palau);

be registered w ith Selective Service, if you’re a m ale (you m ust

register betw een the ages of 18 and 25);

be enrolled or accepted for enrollm ent as a regular student in

an eligible degree or certificate program ;

be enrolled at least half-tim e to be eligible for D irect Loan

Program  funds;

m aintain satisfactory academ ic progress in college or career

school;

sign statem ents on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSASM ) stating that

you are not in default on a federal student loan and do not ow e

m oney on a federal student grant and

you w ill use federal student aid only for educational purposes;

and

show  you’re qualified to obtain a college or career school

education by

Non-U.S. Citizens

Students With Criminal Convictions

Types of Aid

FAFSA: Apply for Aid

Leave Us Feedback

Financial Need

The difference betw een the cost of

attendance (COA) at a school and

your Expected Fam ily

Contribution (EFC).  W hile COA

varies from  school to school, your

EFC does not change based on the

scho...

Eligible Noncitizen

A U.S. national (includes natives

Prepare for
College

Types of Aid W ho Gets Aid FAFSA: Apply for
Aid

Repay Your
Loans
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having a high school diplom a or a recognized equivalent such as

a General Educational Developm ent (GED) certificate or

com pleting a high school education in a hom eschool setting

approved under state law .

If you w ere enrolled in college or career school prior to July 1, 2012,

you m ay show  you’re qualified to obtain a higher education by

passing an approved ability-to-benefit test (if you don’t have a

diplom a or GED, a college can adm inister a test to determ ine

w hether you can benefit from  the education offered at that

school);

com pleting six credit hours or equivalent course w ork tow ard

a degree or certificate (you m ay not receive aid w hile earning

the six credit hours); or

m eeting other federally approved standards your state

establishes.

For inform ation about these criteria, talk to the financial aid office

at your school.

M ost m ale students m ust be registered w ith Selective Service to

receive federal student aid. You also m ust register if you are a m ale

and are not currently on active duty in the U.S. arm ed forces. If you

are a citizen of the Federated States of M icronesia, the Republic of

the M arshall Islands or the Republic of Palau, you are exem pt from

registering. You can call Selective Service toll-free at 1-888-655-1825

for general inform ation about registering, or register online at

w w w.sss.gov or via the FAFSA.

of Am erican Sam oa or Sw ains

Island), U.S. perm anent resident

(w ho has an I-151, I-551 or I-551C

[Perm anent Resident Card]), or an

individual w ho has an Arrival-

Dep...

Regular Student

A student w ho is enrolled or

accepted for enrollm ent at an

institution for the purpose of

obtaining a degree, certificate, or

other recognized education

credential offered by that

institution. To b...

Direct Loan

A federal student loan, m ade

through the W illiam  D. Ford

Federal Direct Loan Program , for

w hich eligible students and

parents borrow  directly from  the

U.S. Departm ent of Education at

participating ...

Satisfactory Academic Progress

A school’s standards for

satisfactory academ ic progress

tow ard a degree or certificate

offered by that institution. Check

w ith your school to find out its

standards.

FAFSA

Free Application for Federal

Student Aid

Default

Failure to repay a loan according
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to the term s agreed to in the

prom issory note. For m ost federal

student loans, you w ill default if

you have not m ade a paym ent in

m ore than 270 days. You m ay ...

Federal Student Loan

A loan funded by the federal

governm ent to help pay for your

education. A federal student loan

is borrow ed m oney you m ust

repay w ith interest.

Grant

Financial aid, often based on

financial need, that does not need

to be repaid (unless, for exam ple,

you w ithdraw  from  school and

ow e a refund).

General Educational Development (GED)

Certificate

A certificate that students receive

if they’ve passed a specific,

approved high school equivalency

test. Students w ith a GED

certificate are eligible to receive

federal student aid.

Homeschool

A school in w hich children are

educated at hom e either by

parents, legal guardians, or tutors,

rather than traditional public or

private school.

Financial Aid Office

The office at a college or career

school that is responsible for
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preparing and com m unicating

inform ation on financial aid.  This

office helps students apply for and

receive student loans, gran...
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