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1de·fen·dant  noun \di-ˈfen-dənt, in legal circles

often -ˌdant\

Definition of DEFENDANT

: a person required to make answer in a legal action or suit
— compare PLAINTIFF

 See defendant defined for English-language learners »
See defendant defined for kids »

Examples of DEFENDANT

The jury believed that the defendant was guilty.

First Known Use of DEFENDANT

14th century

Other Legal Terms

actionable, alienable, carceral, chattel, complicity,
decedent, larceny, malfeasance, modus operandi

Rhymes with DEFENDANT

appendant, ascendant, attendant, dependent, descendant,
impendent, intendant, transcendent

2defendant  adjective

Definition of DEFENDANT

: being on the defensive : DEFENDING

First Known Use of DEFENDANT

15th century

Learn More About DEFENDANT

Spanish-English Dictionary: Translation of "defendant"

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "defendant"
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Sanjeet Singh

Because the New Zealand Judiciary (District Court) and Legal
profession have an alternate definition of defendant that means a
Judge will always accept a lawyer is acting on behalf of a defendant
when making an application without the defendant being present
and without written authority of the defendant and presumably
without the knowledge of the defendant, Defendant is defined in the
Summary Proceedings Act 1957 "interpretations" and has the same
meaning as given by Merriam-Webster.
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Cyndi Newby · Shelby state community college

The district court clerk for this town sent a notice of court, stating
the defendant______________, needs care.
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