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nau·seous  adjective \ˈn-shəs, ˈn-zē-əs\

: feeling like you are about to vomit

: causing you to feel like you are going to vomit

: causing disgust

Full Definition of NAUSEOUS

:  causing nausea or disgust :  NAUSEATING

:  affected with nausea or disgust

— nau·seous·ly adverb
— nau·seous·ness noun

 See nauseous defined for English-language learners »
See nauseous defined for kids »

Usage Discussion of NAUSEOUS

Those who insist that nauseous can properly be used only in
sense 1 and that in sense 2 it is an error for nauseated are
mistaken. Current evidence shows these facts: nauseous is
most frequently used to mean physically affected with
nausea, usually after a linking verb such as feel or become;
figurative use is quite a bit less frequent. Use of nauseous
in sense 1 is much more often figurative than literal, and
this use appears to be losing ground to nauseating.
Nauseated is used more widely than nauseous in sense 2.

Examples of NAUSEOUS

The smell of gasoline makes me nauseous.

I began to feel nauseous.

Instead what they do is all sit together and feel really bad,
and pray. Nobody does anything as nauseous as try to
make everybody all pray together or pray aloud or
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anything, but you can tell what they're doing. —David
Foster Wallace, Rolling Stone, 25 Oct. 2001

[+] more

Origin of NAUSEOUS

(see NAUSEA)

First Known Use: 1612

Related to NAUSEOUS

Synonyms
ill, nauseated, qualmish, queasy (also queazy), queer,
queerish, sick, sickish, squeamish

Antonyms
innocuous, inoffensive

Related Words
green, peaked, peaky, sickly; unsettled, upset, woozy

Near Antonyms
settled; healthy, well

more

Other Medicine Terms

analgesia, angina, diabetes, hepatitis, homeopathy,
logorrhea, palliate, pandemic

Rhymes with NAUSEOUS

cautious

nau·seous    adjective \ˈn-shəs, ˈn-zē-
əs\   (Medical Dictionary)

Medical Definition of NAUSEOUS

: causing nausea

: affected with nausea

Learn More About NAUSEOUS

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "nauseous"

Spanish Central Translation: "nauseous" in Spanish
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Next Word in the Dictionary: Nauset
Previous Word in the Dictionary: nauseatingness
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