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moun·tain·eer·ing  noun \ˌmauṅ-tə-ˈnir-iŋ\

Definition of MOUNTAINEERING

:  the sport or technique of scaling mountains

 See mountaineering defined for kids »

First Known Use of MOUNTAINEERING

1803

Rhymes with MOUNTAINEERING

engineering, fictioneering, power steering

mountaineering noun    (Concise Encyclopedia)

Sport of attaining, or attempting to attain, high points in

 mountainous regions, mainly for the joy of the climb. The

 pleasures of mountaineering lie not only in the conquest of

 the peak but also in the physical and spiritual satisfactions

 brought about through intense personal effort, ever-

increasing proficiency, and contact with natural grandeur. The

 greater rewards do not come without considerable risk and

 danger. The first great peak ascended in modern times was

 Mont BLANC, in 1786. Other Alpine peaks followed, capped by

 the ascent of the MATTERHORN in 1865. By the 1910s, most

 peaks of the Andes, the Rockies, and other Western

 Hemisphere ranges had been climbed, including Mount

 MCKINLEY (1913). Beginning in the 1930s a series of successful

 ascents of mountains in the Himalayas occurred; the summits

 of many of the Himalayan mountains were not reached until

 the 1950s, however. Of these climbs, the best known is the

 1953 ascent of Mount EVEREST by EDMUND HILLARY and TENZING

 NORGAY. In the 1960s mountaineering became an increasingly
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 technical sport, emphasizing the use of specialized anchoring,

 tethering, and grappling gear in the ascent of vertical rock or

 ice faces.

Variants of MOUNTAINEERING

mountaineering or mountain climbing
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