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(first published
1889). Jump to:
Pronunciation: /klarm / = P
Inflections: Pa.tense and pple. climbed /klalmd/ ; arch. clomb /klalm/ . I
Forms: (From the ambiguity of the spelling it is often uncertain whether climbe, v
lymb, climb Show Mo Entry Pate
cymo, - (Show More) dimatotheraretic, .. 1901
Etymology: Old English climb-an, clamb (clpmb ), clumbon , clumben ... (Show In this entry: dimatothera eutics n. 1896
More) . climatothera-y, n. 1875
climbidown, to climature, n. 1604
Significations dimax, n. 1589
& ’ In other dimax, v. 1835
1. dictionaries: dlimaxie, n. 1606
. . . . climb: quick current dimaxing, a . 1893
a. intr. To raise oneself by grasping or clinging, or by the definition in Oxford dimb, n. 1577
aid of hands and feet; ‘to mount by means of some hold Dictionaries Online [
footing’ (Johnson); to creep up; to ascend, come, or go dimbable, 2. 161
or footmng Lot ; P up; " »0org dlimben, v. in Mddle dlimber, n. 1423
up, a perpendicular or steep place. Often with up. English Dictionary g dimber, v. 1573
. P climbing, n. 1487
climban in Dictionary dlimbing, ad 1561
a1123 Anglo-Saxon Chron. (Laud) anno 1070, Clumben upp to pe stepel. of Old English & dime. n ' 1542
?c1225 (*?a1200) Ancrene Riwle (Cleo. C.vi) (1972) 126 Vsto forbisne dimograph, . 1916
bet we schule..climben wid him on hulles. —dlinal, comk form
¢1320 tr.J. Bonaventura Medit. (Harl.) 630 Twey enmyes on hem j!”a’ze_r" I 123
smartly gun glymbe [Bodl. MS. climbe]. nananiim g
1398 J. Trevisa tr. Bartholomew de Glanville De Proprietatibus Rerum £2a
(1495) xviii. xxii. 781 The wylde gotes..clymme vpon harde
cragges.

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. Ixvi. 49 Clymed vnto the mount.

c1511 inE. Arber 1st Three Eng. Bks. on Amer. (1885) Introd. 29/2 To
clyme vp in to the tree to gather frutes.

1513 G. Douglasin tr. Virgil £neid ii. v. [iv]. Argt., How the hors clame
our the wallis of stone.

1562 J. Heywood Prov. & Epigr. (1867) 38 He that neuer climbde, neuer
fell.

1667 Milton Paradise Lostiv. 191 As a Thief..In at the window climbes.

1718 Lady M. W. Montagu Let. 31 July (1965) 1. 417 To climb to the top
of it.

1816 Scott Antiquary I. vii. 165 I'll climb up the cliff again.

(Hide quotations)

b. to climb down: to descend by the same means; c“:::;::: »
also fig. (in recent colloq. usage) to retreat from a
position taken up, abate one's claims, etc.

a1400 (1325) Cursor Mundi (Vesp.)l. 2238 We..Freli may climb [Gott.
climbe, Fairf. clymbe] vp and dun.

c1425 SevenSag. (P.) 973 That knave..clam adoune fra bough to boghe.

1887 Morley in Daily News 7 July 5/8 The first words that were said to us
when we got there were—We hope you have not come to climb
down’..Well, we had not come to climb down.

1889 Duaily News Sept. 5 Mr. Burns expressed his belief that the dock
directors were climbing down.

(Hide quotations)

2,

a. trans. To ascend (anything steep) by hands and feet,
creep up; to get to the top or summit of; to mount, scale.
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climb, v. : Oxford English Dictional

c1275 (*?a1200) Lalamon Brut (Calig.) (1978)1. 10401 [The fox] wild-
scipe climbid [c1300 Otho clembepb].

1487 (»a1380) J.Barbour Bruce (St. John's Cambr.) x. 63 Thai stoutly
clam [1489 Adv. clamb] the hill.

1526 W. Bonde Pylgrimage of Perfection Pref. iiv, To clyme this
braunche.

1579 Cyuile & Vncyuv. Life (1868) 40 It were great pittie to see a tall
fellow to clyme a gibbet.

1611 Bible (A.V.)Joelii.7 They shall clime the wall like men of warre.

1738 J. Wesley Psalms cxlvii, Let the shrill Birds..climb the Morning Sky.

1815 Byron Let. 25 Dec. in Lett. & Jrnls. (1830) I1. 323 We forded the
river, and clomb the high hill.

1838 J. P. Nichol Archit. Heavens (1851) 131 He who had clomb heights
so lofty.

1862 J. Ruskin Munera Pulveris (1880) 92 Its summit in the clouds,
invisible, and not to be climbed.

(Hide quotations)

b. To reach or attain (a point) by this action. Thesaurus »

1580 J. Lyly Euphues & his Eng. (newed.) f. 114", Imagine not that
shining like the Sunne in earth, yea shall climbe the Sunne in heauen.

a1616 Shakespeare Two Gentlemen of Verona (1623) ii. iv. 179, I must
climbe her window.

a1616 Shakespeare Two Gentlemen of Verona (1623) iii. i. 115 Her
chamber is aloft..And built so sheluing, that one cannot climbe it.

1844 A.B. Welby Poems (1867) 70 I've climbed the summit of some
breezy hill.

(Hide quotations)

3. Said of the sun, moon, etc.: To mount slowly upwards; to move
towards the zenith.

Thesaurus »

a. intr. r
Categories »

a1400 (*a1325) Cursor Mundi(Trin. Cambr.)1. 16267 To clymbe aboue
be cloudes alle: be son shal haue mylt.

c1400 (*1391) Chaucer Treat. Astrolabe (Cambr. Dd.3.53) (1872) ii. §12.
24 As the sonne clymbith vppere & vppere.

1798 S.T. Coleridge Anc. Marinere iii, in Wordsworth &S. T. Coleridge
Lyrical Ballads 19 While clombe above the Eastern bar The horned
Moon.

1842 Tennyson Ulysses in Poems (new ed.) II. g0 The long day wanes: the
slow moon climbs.

1883 R. L. Stevenson Treasure Island iv. xxi. 168 The sun had climbed
above our girdle of trees.

(Hide quotations)

Thesaurus »

b. trans. r
Categories »

a1400 (»a1325) Cursor Mundi(Vesp.)l.16267 To climbe be cludes all
be sunn sal haf pe might.

1799 T. Campbell Pleasures of Hope i. 289 Oft when yon moon has
climb'd the midnight sky.

1870 W.C. Bryant tr. Homer Iliad I. vii. 232 The sun began to climb the
heavens.

(Hide quotations)

4. Of plants: To creep up by the aid of tendrils or by twining.

a. intr. Thesaurus »
Categories »

b. trans. Thesaurus »
Categories »

1796 H. Hunter tr. J. H. B. de Saint-Pierre Stud. Nature (1799) I1. 231 The
branches..embrace all the surrounding trees, and climb to the height
of more than sixteen feet.
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	In this entry:
	In other dictionaries:
	a. intr. To raise oneself by grasping or clinging, or by the aid of hands and feet; ‘to mount by means of some hold or footing’ (Johnson); to creep up; to ascend, come, or go up, a perpendicular or steep place. Often with up.
	b. to climb down : to descend by the same means; also fig. (in recent colloq. usage) to retreat from a position taken up, abate one's claims, etc.
	a. trans. To ascend (anything steep) by hands and feet, creep up; to get to the top or summit of; to mount, scale.
	b. To reach or attain (a point) by this action.
	a. intr.
	b. trans.
	a. intr.
	b. trans.
	a. intr. Also spec. (see quots.), and in causative sense.
	b. trans.
	a. intr.
	b. trans.
	a. intr. To rise by continued effort in dignity, rank, or state; to ascend or aspire upward in the intellectual, moral, or social scale.
	b. Said of things personified or treated as actors.
	c. trans.





