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prepare, v.

  Brit. /p r ˈp ɛ ː/ , U.S. /p r iˈp ɛ (ə ) r/ ,

/p rə ˈp ɛ (ə ) r/

Forms:  lME– prepare, 15 praepare, 15 prepayre, 15–16 preparde ... (Show More)

Etymology:  < Middle French, French préparer, †preparer... (Show More)

 1. trans.

 a. To bring into a suitable condition for some future
action or purpose; to make ready in advance; to fit out,
equip. Also refl.

In quots. 1 61 6, 1 7 93 used intr. with passiv e meaning.

1449   Rolls of Parl. V. 147 /2   The Kyngs Oncle hath commaunded..that all
Nobles prepare them to be redy horsed, armed, and in all wyse
abilled as longeth to men of Armes.

c1466   in Archaeologia (1887 ) 50 49   Many moo small thingis as syngyng
and Redyng and preparing the bookis and Turnyng theroff to the
dyvine service afore it begyne.

1548   Hall's Vnion: Henry IV f. ii ,   At the citee of Couentree..where he

caused a sumpteous theatre and listes royal..to be prepared.

1587    J. White in R. Hakluyt Principal Navigations XIII. 358   Sir Walter
Ralegh intending to perseuere in the planting of his Countrey of
Virginia, prepared a newe Colonie of one hundred and fiftie men to be
sent thither.

1608   Shakespeare King Lear iv. 253   Prepare any Horses.

c1613  (▸1486–7 )    in T. Stapleton Plumpton Corr. (1839) 56   Ye prepared
yourselfe to have ridden with me to this day of trewe.

1616   T. Gataker Let. in R. Parr Life J. Usher (1686) Coll. xviii. 37 ,   I should
be glad to hear..that the second part..were preparing, or fully
prepared for the Press.

1668   W. Davenant Man's the Master v. i,   Having first swallowed the gilded
pill of love, it prepares the stomach for any thing.

a17 01   H. Maundrell Journey Aleppo to Jerusalem (17 03) 7 3   Anointed,
and prepar'd for the burial.

17 47    J. Hervey Medit. (1818) 22   The bride~maids..had prepared the
marriage-bed; had decked it with the richest covers, and dressed it in
pillows of down.

17 93   J. Smeaton Narr. Edystone Lighthouse (ed. 2) §241   While the center
plug of this course was preparing to be fixed.

1832   in J. Baxter Libr. Agric. & Hort. Knowl. (ed. 2) 583   In choosing and
preparing the bud, fix on one seated at about the middle of a healthy
shoot of the midsummer growth.

187 9   P. L. Simmonds Comm. Products Sea 441   The Chinese..used to
prepare strings of small rows of seed-coral beads for embroidery.

1901   R. Kipling Kim iv. 106   Who is the one-eyed and luckless son of
shame that has not yet prepared my pipe?

1934   R. Graves I, Claudius xxvii. 387    Tiberius had a fleet standing by
prepared to take him to Egypt if his plans went astray.

1989   Best 14 Apr. 18/2   Trays of apparatus she had prepared were
tampered with.

2005   Daily Tel. 20 Oct. 23/5   Having made the pudding mixture and
prepared the china bowls, place the mix in bowls.

 b. To bring into a state of mental or spiritual readiness;
to incline or dispose beforehand; to make mentally ready
or fit for something. Freq. refl.
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	prepare, v.
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	In this entry:
	a. To bring into a suitable condition for some future action or purpose; to make ready in advance; to fit out, equip. Also refl. In quots. 1616, 1793 used intr. with passive meaning.

	In other dictionaries:
	b. To bring into a state of mental or spiritual readiness; to incline or dispose beforehand; to make mentally ready or fit for something. Freq. refl.
	c. to prepare the way : = to pave the way at pave v. 3.
	(a) To be in a state of readiness, to be ready (for, †to something); to be in a condition or position to do something. Be prepared is the motto of the Scout and Guide organizations.
	(b) To be mentally inclined, willing, or determined to do something.
	e. To make ready (a speech, sermon, lesson, etc.) for subsequent recitation or delivery. Cf. sense 6b. Also intr.
	f. To get or make ready (a person) by preliminary instruction or training for college, an examination, etc.
	2. trans. To make ready (food, a meal, a drink) for eating or drinking; to cook or assemble (a dish). In quots. 1567, 1755 used intr. with passive meaning.
	†3. trans. (refl.) and intr. To get ready to go to, into, etc., a place; (also) to go, set off. Obs.
	4. intr. To put oneself, or things, in readiness; to get ready, make preparation.
	a. To get or have in readiness beforehand; to provide. Now rare or merged in sense 1a.
	†b. refl. To equip oneself preparatorily with. Also in pass.: to be so equipped. Obs.
	a. gen. To produce, form, or make, esp. by bringing together ingredients or components; to manufacture; to synthesize, concoct, compound.
	b. To compose and write out; to draw up (a text or document). In quot. 1854   used intr. with passive meaning.
	7. trans. To bring (an object, substance, surface, etc.) into a fit condition for use by means of some special or technical process; to work up; to dress. In quot. 1665: to put in proper order, make tidy.
	8. trans. Music. To lead up to (a discord) by sounding the dissonant note in it as a consonant note in the preceding chord. Cf. preparation n. 6.





