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noun ep-i-thet \'e-pa-thet also -that\ g+1 Tweet

: a word or phrase that describes a person or thing

: an offensive word or name that is used as a way of abusing or insulting
someone

It's not you, it's me: the oldest line in
the book isn't actually that old. »

Full Definition of EPITHET

1 a: acharacterizing word or phrase accompanying or occurring in place of
the name of a person or thing
b : a disparaging or abusive word or phrase
¢ : the part of a taxonomic name identifying a subordinate unit within a
genus

2 obsolete : expression

— ep-i-thet-ic \-ti-kal\

adjective

\,e-pa-'the-tik\ or ep-i-thet-i-cal

See epithet defined for English-language learners »

See epithet defined for kids »

Examples of EPITHET

His charitable works have earned him the epithet “Mr. Philanthropy.”
Many were offended by her use of racial epithets.

a group of angry people hurling epithets at one another

Origin of EPITHET

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/epithet
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4/13/2015 Epithet - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

Latin epitheton, from Greek, from neuter of epithetos added, from
epitithenai to put on, add, from epi- + tithenai to put — more at do

First Known Use: 1579

Related to EPITHET

Synonyms
alias, byname, cognomen, nickname, handle, moniker (also
monicker), sobriquet (also soubriquet), surname

[+] more

Rhymes with EPITHET

aiguillette, alphabet, anisette, avocet, banneret, basinet, bassinet, bayonet,
bobbinet, bouncing bet, briolette, burgonet, calumet, canzo...

[+] more

noun ep-ithet \'ep-e-thet also -thet\ (Medical Dictionary)
Medical Definition of EPITHET
: the part of a scientific name identifying the species, variety, or other
subunit within a genus—see specific epithet
Learn More About EPITHET

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "epithet"
Spanish Central: Spanish translation of "epithet"
SCRABBLE®: Playable words you can make from "epithet"

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "epithet"
Browse
Next Word in the Dictionary: epithetize

Previous Word in the Dictionary: epithermal
All Words Near: epithet
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What made you want to look up epithet? Please tell us where you read or
heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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