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Definition
By Mayo Clinic staff

Vitiligo (vit-ih-LI-go) is a condition in
which your skin loses melanin, the Vitiligo

pigment that determines the color of

your skin, hair and eyes. Vitiligo occurs

when the cells that produce melanin die

or no longer form melanin, causing slowly enlarging white patches of
irregular shapes to appear on your skin.

Vitiligo affects all races, but may be more noticeable in people with darker
skin. Vitiligo usually starts as small areas of pigment loss that spread with
time. There is no cure for vitiligo. The goal of treatment is to stop or slow
the progression of pigment loss and, if you desire, attempt to return some
color to your skin.

Symptoms

Mayo Clinic products and services
Mayo Clinic Preferred Response: 24-hour medical support
Book: Mayo Clinic Family Health Book, 4th Edition
Newsletter: Mayo Clinic Health Letter

Give today to find cures for tomorrow

References

April 21, 2011

© 1998-2013 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research (MFMER). All rights
reserved. A single copy of these materials may be reprinted for noncommercial personal
use only. "Mayo," "Mayo Clinic," "MayoClinic.com," "EmbodyHealth," "Enhance your life,"
and the triple-shield Mayo Clinic logo are trademarks of Mayo Foundation for Medical
Education and Research.

Log in to Patient Account

Reprints

DS00586

For Medical
Professionals

Research Education

Give to Mayo Clinic

Tests and . ) .
Procedures Healthy Lifestyle First Aid
Text Size:
Advertisement

Mayo Clinic Store

Check out these best-sellers and special offers on
books and newsletters from Mayo Clinic.

Try Mayo Clinic Health Letter FREE!

Mayo Clinic Five Steps to Controlling High
Blood Pressure

Mayo Clinic Book of Alternative Medicine

The best arthritis treatments for a more
comfortable and active life

The Mayo Clinic Diet — Eat well. Enjoy
life. Lose weight.

Ads by Google

12/10/2013 11:22 AM



Vitiligo - MayoClinic.com

2 of 2

date on a wide variety of health
topics.

Sign up now

RSS Feeds

Visited on 1 2/1 0/201 3 http://www.mayoclinic.comvhealth/vitiligo/DS00586

>
Help Treat Flu Type B

influenza-b.com

Prescribe Antivirals to Help Treat Flu in
Adults and Children.

5 Signs You'll Get Cancer

www.newsmax.com

These 5 Signs Warn You That Cancer Is
Starting Inside Your Body.

Buy Chrono Calcium
TR™

chronohealthcare.com

Strengthen Your Bones & Body. 24 Hr Time
Release Pills. Find A Store!

Symptoms Of Lymphoma

lymphomasigns.seniorfacts.com

Could You Have Lymphoma? See The 5
Sure Signs Of Lymphoma Here.

Mayo Clinic is a not-for-profit organization and
proceeds from Web advertising help support our
mission. Mayo Clinic does not endorse any of the
non-Mayo products and services advertised.

Advertising and sponsorship policy
Advertising and sponsorship opportunities

About this site Site help Contact us E-newsletter
Blogs Podcasts Slide shows Videos
Site map Reprint permissions Interest-Based Ads

Find Mayo Clinic on

Facebook Twitter YouTube

Privacy policy (Updated July 13, 2013)  Terms and conditions of use policy (Updated July 13, 2013)

LEGAL CONDITIONS AND TERMS OF USE APPLICABLE TO ALL USERS OF THIS SITE. ANY USE OF THIS SITE
CONSTITUTES YOUR AGREEMENT TO THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF USE.

© 1998-2013 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. All rights reserved.

@

CERTIFIED
112em

Eﬁll! We comply with the HONcode standard for trustworthy health information: verify here.

12/10/2013 11:22 AM





