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1sta·ble  noun \ˈstā-bəl\

: a building in which horses are kept, fed, and cared for

: the group of racehorses that belong to the same owner

: a group of people (such as athletes, writers, or
performers) who work for or are trained by the same
person, organization, or business

Full Definition of STABLE

:  a building in which domestic animals are sheltered and
fed; especially :  such a building having stalls or
compartments <a horse stable>

a :  the racehorses of one owner

b :  a group of people (as athletes, writers, or performers)
under one management

c :  the racing cars of one owner

d :  GROUp, COllECTION

— sta·ble·man  noun

 See stable defined for English-language learners »
See stable defined for kids »

Examples of STABLE

She rode the horse back to the stable.

There have been three winners from his stable this season.

A new model will be added to the car company's stable of
sedans.

Origin of STABLE

Middle English, from Anglo-French estable, stable, from
Latin stabulum, from stare to stand — more at sTaND

stable

stable color

stable entry

Name That Thing
Take our visual vocabulary quiz
Test Your Knowledge »

True or False?
A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing
Take It Now »

Spell It
The commonly misspelled words quiz
Hear It, Spell It »

Do These Words Stump You
Too?
Top 10 Commonly Confused Words,
Vol. 1

Piquant, Ambrosial & More:
Food Words Worth Savoring
Top 10 Words About Food

http://www.merriam-webster.com/game/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/game/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/video/index.php
http://www.merriam-webster.com/video/index.php
http://nws.merriam-webster.com/opendictionary/
http://nws.merriam-webster.com/opendictionary/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/my-saved-words/manage-list.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/my-saved-words/manage-list.htm
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://merriamwebster.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/group
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collection
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/stable[2]
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/stable[2]
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/stable[2]
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/stable[2]
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/stable[2]
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=stable
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=stable
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=stable
http://www.wordcentral.com/cgi-bin/student?book=Student&va=stable
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stand
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CMggo2bE-VJanJYmkkwSdg4CAC9Wr4IQG5eC75bQBCxABILXqwRpQjNXPXmDJhv-H8KPsEqAB8-HD0wPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSyAU_QJrBn3HN82K61L3ooqsTJQmZilREXuWMEzZXXRlGlmah_uAoBQqc_y4ACx__xXx5NmSPmEnJRzf5Dr2LWTHSRJpew4T7kjS1A8zJpvFrJPdykks9UuxrTpi90iWX4X4g6I049df38FWB6SXO0SUsDTWyJ2Jd9TXpHdGwM1KjQKuDoh4I-H_PYMCMTLyoDNbR9eDSe1pZm8KcRLkdZFpip1vFFufPdkAOeN4PNXaqPKUrgBAGIBgGgBgKAB_WdvCw&num=1&cid=5Ghp6gqgcvrQTanvVKCft9dG&sig=AOD64_2wXLteWpbzt4vw2WRGm2KJjhYvSQ&client=ca-pub-3991171086940361&adurl=http://avoirskin.com/us/tryavoir.php%3Fc1%3D48527562437
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CnTaR2bE-VITgJY6qlALVuoD4DNWr4IQG5eC75bQBCxABILXqwRpQjNXPXmDJhv-H8KPsEqAB8-HD0wPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSyAU_QDvTbVhmo4IlVJp0NdFvg-yXUXF3ZkUokPVAkoSVs8GoKbOZueMZDlmLQjALKjBb3m2kpCbRj5lXuGcKr05mNFHk31ZKrZfU_wDbkfUKEjmzQABw87RV9bmHtDLAJxi2RiF3_dgGk4wNzEkx4Rq6APTuL6Uhy4HgFasmm5RWUOUTGpC0pgxbWTrlyd4cMvwLQQoa0FYKFfJyJ51c1BYnT0D2TbM7imMSifZbnG_VOWEDgBAGIBgGgBgKAB_WdvCw&num=1&cid=5GgLT7L_HlzS3A1PqwYa2py_&sig=AOD64_1UWbUrrtXGZ1zdpBCpBRYmeiTXVw&client=ca-pub-3991171086940361&adurl=http://avoirskin.com/us/tryavoir.php%3Fc1%3D48527562437
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stable[1]
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stable[1]
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stable color
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stable entry
http://www.merriam-webster.com/namethatthing/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/namethatthing/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/namethatthing/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/namethatthing/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/true-or-false/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/true-or-false/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/true-or-false/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/true-or-false/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/spell-it/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/spell-it/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/spell-it/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/spell-it/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-commonly-confused-words-vol-1/flaunt-flout.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-commonly-confused-words-vol-1/flaunt-flout.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-commonly-confused-words-vol-1/flaunt-flout.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-commonly-confused-words-vol-1/flaunt-flout.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-commonly-confused-words-vol-1/flaunt-flout.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-food-words-worth-savoring/piquant.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-food-words-worth-savoring/piquant.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-food-words-worth-savoring/piquant.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/top-10-food-words-worth-savoring/piquant.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.britannica.com/


Stable - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/stable[10/15/2014 12:42:40 PM]

1

First Known Use: 13th century

Other Animal Husbandry Terms

apiary, bantam, calico, girth, hogwash, mast, rut

Rhymes with STABLE

able, Babel, Bebel, cable, fable, Froebel, gable, label, sable,
table

2stable  verb

: to put or keep (a horse) in a stable

sta·bled sta·bling 

Full Definition of STABLE

transitive verb

:  to put or keep in a stable

intransitive verb

:  to dwell in or as if in a stable

 See stable defined for English-language learners »

Examples of STABLE

Where do you stable your horses?

First Known Use of STABLE

14th century

Other Animal Husbandry Terms

apiary, bantam, calico, girth, hogwash, mast, rut

3stable  adjective

: in a good state or condition that is not easily changed or
likely to change

medical : not getting worse or likely to get worse

: not easily moved

sta·bler  sta·blest 

Full Definition of STABLE

a :  firmly established :  fIXED, sTEaDfasT <stable opinions>

b :  not changing or fluctuating :  UNVaRYING <in stable
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2

3

condition>

c :  pERmaNENT, ENDURING <stable civilizations>

a :  steady in purpose :  firm in resolution

b :  not subject to insecurity or emotional illness :  saNE,
RaTIONal <a stable personality>

a (1) :  placed so as to resist forces tending to cause motion
or change of motion (2) :  designed so as to develop forces
that restore the original condition when disturbed from a
condition of equilibrium or steady motion

b (1) :  not readily altering in chemical makeup or physical
state <stable emulsions> (2) :  not spontaneously
radioactive

— sta·ble·ness  noun
— sta·bly  adverb

 See stable defined for English-language learners »

Examples of STABLE

They have a stable relationship.

Children need to be raised in a stable environment.

Make sure the platform is stable.

Origin of STABLE

Middle English, from Anglo-French estable, stable, from
Latin stabilis, from stare to stand

First Known Use: 13th century

Related to STABLE

Synonyms
bombproof, fast, firm, sound, stalwart, strong, sturdy

Antonyms
rickety, unsound, unstable, unsteady

[+] more

See Synonym Discussion at lasting

Other Aeronautics/Aerospace Terms

airway, apron, corridor, dirigible, fishtail, flat-hat, vector

sta·ble   adjective \ˈstā-bəl\   (Medical
Dictionary)

sta·bler sta·blest 

Medical Definition of STABLE

: not changing or fluctuating <the patient's condition
was listed as stable>

: not subject to insecurity or emotional illness <a stable
personality>

a : not readily altering in chemical makeup or physical
state <stable emulsions>
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b : not spontaneously radioactive <a stable isotope>

Learn More About STABLE
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