
(http://ads.lehighvalleylive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/2010/09

/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/L37/2074644058/Leaderboard/LEHIGHVALLEY

/Russolaw01_LV_News_Multi_01/Russo-Law-Offices-728x90.jpg/502f456f666c4c48484d454143385444)

Sign in | Join

Print (http://blog.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg_impact/print.html?entry=/2010/09

/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html)
 (http://ads.lehighvalleylive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/906790581/StoryAd/LEHIGHVALLEY/default/empty.gif/502f456f666c4c48484d454143385444

View full size
(http://media.lehighvalleylive.com
/phillipsburg_impact/photo
/steven-brighamjpg-
83ae7e604e51d0e0.jpg)

Star-Ledger File
Photo

Dr. Steven Brigham

(http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/expresstimesstaff/index.html) By Express-Times staff

and wire (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/expresstimesstaff/posts.html)

on September 09, 2010 at 7:45 PM, updated September 09, 2010 at 8:55 PM

In early August, three

women, each of them more than four months pregnant, sought

abortions from Dr. Steven Brigham

(http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county

/index.ssf?/base/news-

3/128365955711870.xml&coll=3) at one of his clinics in

New Jersey. Instead of turning them down, authorities said,

Brigham used a novel scheme to take advantage of the

disparities in state abortion laws.

He started the late-term abortions in New Jersey, where he

wasn’t permitted to perform them, and finished them a day

later in Maryland, where the law is more permissive,

authorities said.

One of the abortions, however, didn’t go as planned, and

Maryland officials ordered Brigham, 54, to stop practicing medicine in the state. New

Jersey authorities are also seeking to take away his license.

Brigham operates American Women’s Services offices in several states, including one at

157 S. Main St. in Phillipsburg. A former location in the 2200 block of Hamilton

Boulevard in Allentown has closed.

Richard W. Westling, one of Brigham’s attorneys, said abortion doctors are frequently

 (http://ads.lehighvalleylive.com

/ads/click_lx.ads/www.lehighva

/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_d

/648300453/SecSponsor/LEHI

/empty.gif/502f456f666c4c4848

Popular Around the We

(http://twitter.com

/phillipsburgnow) 

(http://ww

/phillipsb

() () () () ()

High School Sports

Express-Times Business Opinion Letters to the Editor Crime Obituaries Photos Videos Politics AP News Forums

Set Weather

NEWS BUSINESS SPORTS H.S. SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LOCAL brought to
you by:

IN YOUR COMMUNITY: JOBS AUTOS REAL ESTATE RENTALS CLASSIFIEDS OBITUARIES FIND&SAVE

LOCAL BUSINESSES
PLACE AN AD

N.J. targets abortion doctor Steven Brigham's license | lehighvalleylive.com http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/index.ssf/2010/09/nj_targe...

1 of 9 1/3/2014 2:26 PM

visited on 1/3/2014



scrutinized and his client stands behind his work.

“The matters currently being investigated involve procedures

that Dr. Brigham believes were legal,” Westling said. “We are

cooperating with the various investigations and believe that a full

airing of all of the facts and legal issues is necessary before any

conclusions are reached.”

‘Most egregious’ record

Brigham’s license has been suspended or revoked in several states, but he has

continued operating more than a dozen clinics. The new allegations stunned even those

familiar with his notorious reputation, who said they had never heard of a doctor

initiating an abortion in one state then finishing it in another.

“His record is the most egregious one I know of in the field,” said

Vicki Saporta, president of the National Abortion Federation, an association

of abortion providers, which has been warning authorities about Brigham’s

practices since the mid-1990s.

New Jersey permits all licensed doctors to perform abortions for fetuses 14 weeks and

younger, but Brigham and his clinics lacked the certification needed to perform a

different procedure that’s used for later-term fetuses.

Maryland law is more flexible. Licensed physicians can perform abortions at any time

before the fetus is deemed capable of surviving outside the womb, and abortions of

viable fetuses are permitted to protect the life or health of the mother or if the fetus has

serious genetic abnormalities. Doctors generally consider fetuses to be viable starting

about 23 weeks.

New Jersey authorities claim that Brigham was violating state law simply by beginning

second-trimester abortions in that state. Documents show Brigham began dilating the

cervix in New Jersey then removed the fetus the next day in Maryland.

Documents show that Brigham didn’t even tell his patients they’d be going to his clinic

in Elkton, Md., about 60 miles away. He simply led a caravan of vehicles, instructing

patients or their relatives to follow him, documents show.

A lucrative business

Brigham graduated from Columbia University medical school in 1986. He’s the owner

of American Women’s Services Inc. — which is headquartered in Voorhees, N.J., about

10 miles east of Philadelphia — and has 16 abortion clinics in New Jersey, Maryland,

Pennsylvania and Virginia.

The Pennsylvania Department of Health in July ordered him to close his four clinics in

the state, saying he employed unlicensed caregivers.

The abortion business can be lucrative for the relatively few doctors who perform the
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pause live updates

procedure regularly, according to research by the Guttmacher Institute. The median

price in 2005 for an abortion at 10 weeks was $430, and at 20 weeks, when the

procedure is more complicated, it was $1,260, the Guttmacher Institute found.

Documents filed in Maryland suggest that Brigham and his staff frequently performed

late-term abortions. A search of the Elkton clinic revealed a freezer with 35 late-term

fetuses inside, including one believed to have been aborted at 36 weeks.

Sign in with your lehighvalleylive.com, Facebook or Google account or sign up
(https://signup.lehighvalleylive.com/register/?return_to=http%3A%2F
%2Fwww.lehighvalleylive.com%2Fphillipsburg%2Findex.ssf%2F2010%2F09%2Fnj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html%23com

Leave a comment...

Please review the Community Rules (http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html) before posting

Forks Twp, PA Washington, PA

Comments (8) Popular Topics 

 (http://ads.lehighvalleylive.com

/ads/click_lx.ads/www.lehighva

/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_d

/L37/1592201197/RectangleBe

/QuinlanH01_LV_RoS_Multi01/

300x250B.jpg/502f456f666c4c4

S

(http://www.lehighva
com m ents)

Snow  blankets the L
on Jan. 3, 2014
(http://photos.lehig
/express-tim es/20
/01/snow _blankets

Photos from The Express-
(http://photos.lehighvalleyli
times/index.html)

User-submitted photos
(http://photos.lehighvalleyli

All videos (http://videos.leh
/express-times)

 (http://photos.lehighvalley
times/2014
/01/snow_blankets_the_le

N.J. targets abortion doctor Steven Brigham's license | lehighvalleylive.com http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/index.ssf/2010/09/nj_targe...

3 of 9 1/3/2014 2:26 PM

visited on 1/3/2014



lotus (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/lotussimons/index.html)
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/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/post/2010-09-11/12190822)

Well harchickgirl1 not everyone knows a girl who has had an abortion and that is the

problem with society! The girls having unprotected sex are using abortion as a form of

oops I got pregnant birth control!! Before legal civil abortion people actually had to take

respobibilities for their actions and the only abortions that were performed were done

because the Dr. has decided either the baby was putting the womens health in danger

or the baby was severally deformed. So how does someone getting pregnant because

they didnt use protection and got pregnant and dont want the baby a medical need? The

word "need" means it is needed.....now what word you want to use is....."Are you dear

reader, going to tell each of these women they can't get legal medical services when

they want them."

 

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)

harchickgirl1 (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/mjcmartin/index.html)
friday, september 10, 2010, 10:00:18 pm (http://lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/index.ssf

/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/post/2010-09-11/12187438)

Each of us knows a dozen women who have had an abortion. Are you, dear reader,

going to tell each of these women that they can't get legal medical services when they

are in need?

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)
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/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/post/2010-09-11/12185665)

Is the Warren County Prosecutor investigating the Phillipsburg office? Sounds as

though " Isnt this a wonderful world" could add some real first hand experience to an

investigation!

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)
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Is the Warren County Prosecutor investigating the Phillipsburg office? Sounds as

though " Isnt this a wonderful world" could add some real first hand experience to an

investigation!
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A total scum bag, low life!!!

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)

wantfrieswiththat (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/wantfrieswiththat
/index.html)
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"Brigham’s license has been suspended or revoked in several states, but he has

continued operating more than a dozen clinics."

 

 

Why is he still in business at all?

 

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)

what~a~wonderful~world~we~live~in (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com
/user/whatawonderfulworldwelivein/index.html)
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This is even sadder:

 

 

 

Dedicated to Reproductive Freedom and Quality Womens Healthcare

 

Over 25 years experience

 

 

 

Home | Abortion | Tubal Sterilization | Gynecological Services | Emergency

Contraception | STD Testing | Privacy

 

 

Locations | Pregnancy Calculator | Feedback | Contact | FAQs | Employment
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Employment

 

 

Job Title: Physicians

 

Position Type: Full-time; Part-time

 

 

Department: Medical Office

 

 

Location: PA- Pittsburgh

 

MD-Baltimore; Cheverly; Frederick

 

VA- Fairfax; Virginia Beach

 

NJ- Elizabeth; Paramus; Phillipsburg; Toms River; Voorhees; Woodbridge

 

 

Expiration Date: Open

 

 

Job Specification: Lucrative opportunity for Physician with progressive pro-choice

women’s centers. No on-call responsibility. Any specialty will be considered. All

MDs/ODs welcome (including GPs, FMGs and residents). No experience necessary,

we will train. Flexible Schedules to accommodate your needs. Great opportunity for

MDs in private practice who wish to supplement their incomes, or for doctors seeking a

Full-time lucrative opportunity.

 

 

No on-call. Full-time or Part-time. Any specialty. FMGs welcome. Residents welcome.

Board eligibility not required. General Practitioners welcome. No experience necessary,

we will train. Must be willing to learn. Must have an active license to practice medicine.

Must be pro-choice and respectful of women.

 

 

 

N.J. targets abortion doctor Steven Brigham's license | lehighvalleylive.com http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/index.ssf/2010/09/nj_targe...

6 of 9 1/3/2014 2:26 PM

visited on 1/3/2014



(http://w w w.lehighvalleylive.com
/breaking-new s/index.ssf/2014/01
/lehigh_valley_w arren_county_ho.htm
rpt-1#incart_hbx#incart_best-of)
Hom eless helpers reach out am id
frigid blast
(http://w w w.lehighvalleylive.com

(http://w w w.lehighvalleylive.com
/bethlehem /index.ssf/2014/01
/bethlehem _m an_pleads_no_contes.ht
rpt-1#incart_hbx#incart_best-of)
Bethlehem  alleged serial rapist takes
plea deal
(http://w w w.lehighvalleylive.com

(http://w w w.lehighvall
/allentow n/index.ssf/2
/car_found_subm erged
rpt-1#incart_hbx#inca
found subm erged in Leh
Canal Park
(http://w w w.lehighvall

 

 

 

American Women's Services strives to recruit the best people to join our team. We

... more
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what~a~wonderful~world~we~live~in (http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com
/user/whatawonderfulworldwelivein/index.html)
thursday, september 09, 2010, 8:51:24 pm (http://lehighvalleylive.com/phillipsburg/index.ssf

/2010/09/nj_targets_abortion_doctor_ste.html/post/2010-09-10/12170892)

Wow how disturbing....I must say that all stated is very true though. I worked for this

man many years ago and left the office because of the very same reasons. I was

sickened to know that he was killing children because someone had the right amount of

money and was not mature enough to be a parent. I thought he had been shut down yrs

ago and find it very surprising that after all this time they just now caught up to him. I

fully understood why some would choose but then you have the ones that choose to

use abortion as some form of birth control and because the medicaid would pay for

services they would continuouslycome in month after month. All I know is that hopefully

for the sake of children this issue ends, these are innocent babies being murdered and

someone needs to step up and speak for them as they cannot be heard. As far as Dr.

Brigham himself goes he is a nice man....as crazy as that sounds he was always kind

and helpful....I think he just looks at it as though he is helping someone and not as

murder....Seriously I use to answer phones and you should hear the women calling

crying, begging....it's very sad. I wanted to say : keep your legs closed or use

protection" but could'nt. Prayers of strength go out to those that will be handling this

case, your going to need it!

(http://lehighvalleylive.com/)
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