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Foxgrover Sentenced To 6 Years For 
Theft And Forgery As Judge

July 15, 1992 | By Terry Wilson.

A former Cook County Circuit judge who pleaded guilty to stealing 
fines he imposed on defendants who appeared in his courtroom was 
sentenced Tuesday to 6 years in state prison and ordered to pay 
$25,934 in restitution.

Paul Foxgrover, 50, who was appointed an associate judge in 1984, is 
the first Cook County judge to be tried within the circuit courts and 
the first to be sentenced to the Illinois Department of Corrections.
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Foxgrover, who had pleaded guilty last month to theft, official 
misconduct and forgery, sat quietly throughout the hearing.

``That sense of shame is there,`` Foxgrover, of Beverly, said in court 
prior to his sentencing. ``I`m the only one who wears it every day. 
I`ve destroyed everything around me, which extends to my family 
who will have to bear it, and for that I remain forever sorry.``

But Assistant State`s Atty. Gerald Nora, who had sought a 7-year 
prison term for Foxgrover, said the former judge had become ``a 
criminal in robes.`` ``A judge who breaks the law deserves the 
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penitentiary more than anyone else,`` Nora argued before Du Page 
County Circuit Judge John Nelligan, who presided over the case in 
Cook County in order to ensure impartiality.

``This is a man who, in a very calculated way, decided to turn away 
from the law and subvert it. He was nothing but a cheap extortionist 
hiding behind a judge`s robes.``

Foxgrover, who presided over a courtroom in the Markham branch of 
Cook County Circuit Court, endorsed 35 checks from defendants over 
an 18-month period that began in January 1990 and ended shortly 
before his arrest in July 1991, prosecutors charged.

Foxgrover demanded that defendants pay restitution or fines with 
money orders and pocketed more than $50,000 in three bank 
accounts, according to prosecutors. He did not resign until June 17.

But several attorneys testified during the three-day sentencing 
hearing that Foxgrover had started his career as an assistant public 
defender, earning a reputation for being dedicated, resourceful and 
caring of his clients.

Prosecution witnesses, however, presented a different picture.

Matteson Police Cmdr. Kenneth O`Keefe testified that Foxgrover 
once asked him to bring in $1,663 in cash that was to have been used 
as evidence in a drug trial he was presiding over. O`Keefe said he took 
the money to Foxgrover`s court chambers, had the judge sign an 
evidence release form, and never saw the money again.

Nora criticized Foxgrover for not resigning his judgeship until last 
month and for drawing a paycheck through that time. He also said 
Foxgrover never showed any signs of being ashamed of his actions.

Foxgrover`s attorney, Daniel Gallagher, said his client had been 
punished enough by the case, which destroyed his marriage and taxed 
his relationships with his five daughters.
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``He lost his occupation, his license to practice law, his pension, his 
financial security,`` Gallagher said. ``There isn`t much more that a 
man can lose.``
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Nelligan said he would do what he could to ensure that Foxgrover be 
sent to the Sheridan Correctional Center, a medium security facility in 
Downstate Sheridan, when he surrenders to authorities on July 28. 
Several former law enforcement officers, correctional officers, school 
principals and others with special protection needs are serving prison 
terms there.

Nelligan said he believes that Foxgrover can be rehabilitated and that 
officials at Sheridan can ensure his safety from retaliation by inmates 
he might have sentenced during his tenure on the bench.

``If you can`t trust the judge on the bench, who can you trust?``

Nelligan asked. ``Dishonesty in the judiciary is a cancer on the whole 
society.``
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