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Full Definition of coercE

co-erced co-erc-ing
transitive verb

CO€erce «

1 : torestrain or dominate by force <religion in
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the past has tried to coerce the irreligious — W.

R. Inge> BROWSE DICTIONARY
2 . tocompelto an act or choice <was coerced
. . coenocyte
into agreeing>
_ coenoecium
3 . toachieve by force or threat <coerce
compliance> coenogamete
coenogenesis
—co-erc-ible « \-'ar-so-bal\ adjective coenogonous

See coerce defined for English-language learners
See coerce defined for kids

Examples of COERCE

A confession was coerced from the suspect by
police.

<was coerced into signing the document>

coerce ¢

Origin of coerceE
TRENDING NOW

Middle English cohercen, from Anglo-French

*cohercer Latin coercére, from co- + arcére to shut 1 Gaffe
up, enclose — more at ARk Steve Harvey read the wrong name a...
First Known Use: 15th cen;urv 2 Revenant

The new Leonardo DiCaprio film's title

Related to coercE

3 Affluenza
Synonyms "Affluenza teen" wanted for parole vio...
blackjack, force, compel, constrain, dragoon, drive,
impel, impress, make, muscle, obligate, oblige, 4 Feckless
press, pressure, sandb@ Strong words from Chris Christie lead...

5 Radicalize
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Synonym Discussion of CoOERCE

FORCE, COMPEL, COERCE, CONSTRAIN, OBLIGE mean to
make someone or something yield. Forck is the
general term and implies the overcoming of
resistance by the exertion of strength, power, or
duress <forced to flee for their lives>. compEL
typically suggests overcoming of resistance or
unwillingness by an irresistible force <compelled to
admit my mistake>. coerce suggests overcoming
resistance or unwillingness by actual or threatened
violence or pressure <coerced into signing over the
rights>. consTraIN suggests the effect of a force or
circumstance that limits freedom of action or choice
<constrained by conscience>. osLice implies the
constraint of necessity, law, or duty <felt obliged to
go>.

Rhymes with COERCE

adverse, amerce, asperse, averse, commerce,
converse, cutpurse, disburse, disperse, diverse, dry
nurse, free verse, immerse, inverse, Nez Percé,
obverse, perverse, rehefizq, reverse, scrub nurse,

sesterce. submerse. transverse. traverse. wet nurse

CO€Erce «»

verb | co-erce | \ko-'ars\
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Definition of
COERCE

co-erced co-erc-ing

: 2rorcE 1, compeEL <He was coerced into giving up

his lunch money.>

Learn More about coERCE

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "coerce"
Spanish Central: Translation of "coerce"

Nglish: Translation of "coerce" for Spanish speakers
Britannica English: Translation of "coerce" for Arabic
speakers

Seen and Heard

What made you want to look up coerce? Please tell
us where you read or heard it (including the quote,
if possible).
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