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Patrick Kenneally to face Dan Regna in GOP primary challenge
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McHenry County State’s Attorney Lou Bianchi will not seek a fourth term in office and will 

withdraw from the race, he announced early Monday evening.

In a brief statement, he said he made the decision “after deliberation and careful 

consideration of the personal and family issues that have been a concern to me and my 

family.”

“I am grateful for the understanding and compassion from my supporters, attorneys and 

members of our staff and investigators in the office of the State’s Attorney and the 

community during the recent weeks,” Bianchi, 72, wrote.

Bianchi said he intends to serve the full remainder of his term, which expires Dec. 1 of next 

year.

He announced last week that he was considering dropping out of the race after one of his 

assistant state’s attorneys, Patrick Kenneally, also filed to run for the Republican nomination.

Kenneally is Bianchi’s choice to succeed him – he faces a primary challenge from former 

Assistant State’s Attorney Dan Regna, who unsuccessfully ran against Bianchi in 2008. 

Bianchi wrote that he intends to devote all of his free time to helping Kenneally get elected.

“He is an experienced, proven prosecutor who is the most capable leader to continue the 

strong prosecutions and programs initiated by our office these past 11 years,” Bianchi wrote.

Kenneally could not be reached for comment Monday evening. He is expected to formally 

announce a run now that Bianchi is retiring – he had told the Northwest Herald that he 

would not run if Bianchi had decided to seek re-election.

Regna said Bianchi still is in the race, as far as he is concerned, until he files the required 

paperwork to be removed from the ballot.

“It really doesn’t matter whether it’s Mr. Bianchi or Mr. Kenneally. The voters 
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overwhelmingly want change to that office, and only an outsider can bring change to that 

office,” Regna said.

Candidates running for county office have until Jan. 13 to file withdrawal papers with the 

county clerk.

Bianchi joins Republican recorder Phyllis Walters; state Sen. Dan Duffy, R-Lake Barrington; 

state Rep. Mike Tryon, R-Crystal Lake; and McHenry County Board members Robert Martens 

Sr., R-Spring Grove, and Diane Evertsen, R-Harvard, who all chose not to seek re-election.
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