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Editor's Note: Did You Know? «

O

Definition of IDIOPATHIC

1 . arising spontaneously or from an obscure or unknown cause : PRIMARY
« idiopathic epilepsy

2 :peculiar to the individual

—idiopathically \ i-dé-e-'pa-thi-k(e-)Ié\ adverb
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— Korin Miller, SELF, "11 Things That Can Raise Your Risk of Blood Clots,"
27 Jan. 2018
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ah, 12, has Sﬁﬁﬁﬁ juvenile idiopathic arthritis (SJIA), an autoimmune

SINCE 1828
se that attacks her liver and her joints.

— Kalyn Kahler, Sl.com, "Bills Fans’ Generosity: Meet the Families Being
Helped by Donations to Andy Dalton’s Foundation," 11 Jan. 2018

In some cases, bruising easily can also be a sign of an underlying health
condition like anemia or idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP), a
disorder that can cause people to easily or excessively bruise or bleed.

— Korin Miller, SELF, "Here Are the Only Ways to Actually Get Rid of a
Bruise Faster," 16 Dec. 2017

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current
usage of the word 'idiopathic.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-
Webster or its editors. Send us feedback.

Did You Know?

Idiopathic joins the combining form "idio-" (from Greek idios, meaning "one's
own" or "private") with "-pathic," a form that suggests the effects of disease.
The combining form "idio-" is typically found in technical terms. Examples
include idiographic, meaning "relating to or dealing with something concrete,
individual, or unique;" idiolect, meaning "the language or speech pattern of
one individual at a particular period of life;" and idiotype, meaning "the
molecular structure and conformation of an antibody that confers its
antigenic specificity." A more common "idio-" word is "idiosyncrasy," which
most commonly refers to an unusual way in which a person behaves or
thinks, or to an unusual part or feature of something.
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idiopathic
adjective | id-io-path-ic | \,id-é-a-'path-ik\

Medical Definition of IDIOPATHIC

. arising spontaneously or from an obscure or unknown cause : PRIMARY
o idiopathic epilepsy « idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura

—idiopathically \-'path-i-k(a-)I€\ adverb
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