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The global average homicide rate stands at 6.2 per 
100,000 population, but Southern Africa and 
Central America have rates over four times higher 
than that (above 24 victims per 100,000 popula-
tion), making them the sub-regions with the high-
est homicide rates on record, followed by South 
America, Middle Africa and the Caribbean 
(between 16 and 23 homicides per 100,000 popu-
lation). Meanwhile, with rates some five times 
lower than the global average, Eastern Asia, South-
ern Europe and Western Europe are the sub-
regions with the lowest homicide levels.

Almost three billion people live in an expanding 
group of countries with relatively low homicide 
rates, many of which, particularly in Europe and 
Oceania, have continued to experience a decrease 
in their homicide rates since 1990. At the opposite 
end of the scale, almost 750 million people live in 
countries with high homicide levels, meaning that 
almost half of all homicides occur in countries that 
make up just 11 per cent of the global population 
and that personal security is still a major concern  
for more than 1 in 10 people on the planet.

A widening gap in homicide levels exists between 
countries with high homicide rates and those with 
low homicide rates. There are also notable dispari-
ties in homicide within regions and sub-regions, as 
individual countries follow different paths over 
time. For example, homicide rates in the southern 
part of South America are closer to the relatively 
low rates recorded in Europe, while the rates in the 
north of the sub-region are closer to the relatively 
high rates recorded in Central America. Likewise, 
at the sub-national level, the most populous city in 
the vast majority of countries generally records 
higher homicide rates than elsewhere, with notable 
exceptions being certain countries in Eastern 
Europe.

Certain regions and sub-regions have experienced 
sustained high levels of homicide. This is particu-
larly notable in the Americas, where homicide 
levels have been high, and in some cases increas-
ing, over the past decade. But this is not a new 

Homicide victims and population,  
by countries’ level of homicide per 100,000 
population (2012 or latest year)

Source: UNODC Homicide Statistics (2013). 
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Source: UNODC Homicide Statistics (2013) and WHO Mortality Database.
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Fig. 1.4: Homicide victims and population, by countries’ level of homicide per 100,000 
population (2012 or latest year)

Source: UNODC Homicide Statistics (2013).

Fig. 1.5: Homicide rates at the national level, selected countries, by sub-region  
(2012 or latest year)

Source: UNODC Homicide Statistics (2013).
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