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category.  However, the 2010 Census did not contain this category, and “foster 
children” were included in the “Other nonrelative” category.  Therefore, comparison of 
“foster child” cannot be made to the 2010 Census. Beginning in 2013, the “spouse” category 
includes same-sex spouses.  

Household Size 

See Household Type and Relationship. 

Householder 

See Household Type and Relationship. 

Immigrants 

 
See Foreign-Born Population. 

Income in the Past 12 Months  

The data on income were derived from answers to Questions 47 and 48 in the 2014 American 
Community Survey (ACS), which were asked of the population 15 years old and over.  
“Total income” is the sum of the amounts reported separately for wage or salary income; net 
self-employment income; interest, dividends, or net rental or royalty income or income from 
estates and trusts; Social Security or Railroad Retirement income; Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI); public assistance or welfare payments; retirement, survivor, or disability 
pensions; and all other income. 

Receipts from the following sources are not included as income: capital gains, money 
received from the sale of property (unless the recipient was engaged in the business of selling 
such property); the value of income “in kind” from food stamps, public housing subsidies, 
medical care, employer contributions for individuals, etc.; withdrawal of bank deposits; 
money borrowed; tax refunds; exchange of money between relatives living in the same 
household; gifts and lump-sum inheritances, insurance payments, and other types of lump-
sum receipts. 

Income is a vital measure of general economic circumstances.  Income data are used to 
determine poverty status, to measure economic well-being, and to assess the need for 
assistance.  These data are included in federal allocation formulas for many government 
programs.  For instance: 

Social Services:  Under the Older Americans Act, funds for food, health care, and legal 
services are distributed to local agencies based on data about elderly people with low 
incomes.  Data about income at the state and county levels are used to allocate funds for 
food, health care, and classes in meal planning to low-income women with children. 
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