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Microform, also called Microcopy, or Microrecord, any process, 

photographic or electronic, for reproducing printed matter or other graphic 

material in a much-reduced size, which can then be re-enlarged by an 

optical apparatus for reading or reproduction. Microform systems provide 

durable, extremely compact, and easily accessible file records.

The earliest large-scale commercial use of greatly reduced-size copying 

onto narrow rolls of film (microfilm) resulted from the introduction of the 

Recordak system by the Eastman Kodak Company in 1928. Continuous, 

automatic cameras photographed documents on 16-millimetre film, and 

the first use was for copying checks in bank transit or clearing work. But it 

soon spread to a great variety of other applications in business, 

government, and education; and 35-millimetre film was used as well as 16-

millimetre.

The science of microphotography burgeoned in the late 20th century, with 

scores of processes and a variety of miniaturizations being introduced. 

Generally speaking, a microform may be in the form of continuous media, 

such as roll or cartridge microfilm, or in that of individual and physically 

separate records, such as film chips (microfilm containing coded 

microimages, to be used in automatic retrieval systems) or microfiche (a 

sheet of microfilm displaying at the top a title or code readable with the 

naked eye). Use of the microform permits considerable space saving. The 

microform usually utilizes photographic techniques; however, other 

methods such as video magnetic tape recording have been used. Most 

microform techniques also permit the document file to be duplicated 

easily for dissemination or filing in different places.

Automated equipment for unit records or continuous media is also 

available to handle microforms at high speeds. Such equipment typically 

stores the microform image with a corresponding address number in the 

machine file. Given a request for a copy, the equipment automatically 
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selects the proper image from the file and prepares a copy, either a printed 

paper copy of the original or a microform copy, depending upon the 

equipment. Some automated microform systems also include the indexing 

information in machine-coded form with the image. This permits a 

mechanized index search to be made; in some cases it can result in rapid 

delivery of copies of those records selected in response to the index query.
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Microcopy, or microfilm, the legal status of which as record copy 
usually has had to be determined by special legislation, is a 
practical medium for making additional copies of records as 
security against risk through acts of warfare; as preservation 
against normal deterioration or damage;… 
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Eastman Kodak Company

Eastman Kodak Company, American manufacturer of film and photographic supplies and 
provider of digital imaging services and products. Headquarters are in Rochester, New 
York. The company was incorporated in 1901 as the successor to a business established in 
Rochester in 1880 by George Eastman, who perfected the newly developed 

READ MORE

Communication
Communication, the exchange of meanings between individuals 
through a common system of symbols. This article treats the 
functions, types, and psychology of communication. For a 
treatment of animal communication, see animal behaviour. For 
further treatment of the basic components and techniques of

READ MORE

Information processing
Information processing , the acquisition, recording, organization, 
retrieval, display, and dissemination of information. In recent 
years, the term has often been applied to computer-based 

operations specifically. In popular usage, the term information refers to facts and opinions 
provided and READ MORE

Biology
Biology, study of living things and their vital processes. The field 
deals with all the physicochemical aspects of life. The modern 
tendency toward cross-disciplinary research and the unification 
of scientific knowledge and investigation from different fields 
has resulted in significant overlap of READ MORE


Print


Cite


Share


Feedback

ENCYCLOPÆDIA BRITANNICA LOG IN · JOIN

SPOTLIGHT · DEMYSTIFIED · QUIZZES · GALLERIES · LISTS · ON THIS DAY · BIOGRAPHIES 

Page 2 of 3Microform | Britannica.com

3/28/2018https://www.britannica.com/technology/microform

Visited on 03/28/2018



KEEP EXPLORING BRITANNICA

VIEW MORE

• (In archives)

 FEEDBACK 
Corrections? Updates? Help us improve this article!
Contact our editors with your feedback.

EXTERNAL WEBSITES 
ARTICLE HISTORY 
ARTICLE CONTRIBUTORS 

Anthropology

Anthropology, “the science of 
humanity,” which studies 
human beings in aspects 
ranging from the biology...
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Computer, device for 
processing, storing, and 
displaying information. 
Computer once meant a person 
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Quantum mechanics, science 
dealing with the behaviour of 
matter and light on the atomic 
and subatomic...
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