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Definition of arterial (Entry 1 of 2)
: of or relating to an artery

: relating to or being the bright red blood present in most
arteries that has been oxygenated in lungs or gills

1 a

b

: of, relating to, or constituting through traffic2

arterial 
noun

Definition of arterial (Entry 2 of 2)
: a through street or highway
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mawkish

exaggeratedly or childishly
emotional
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\  adverb

Synonyms for arterial
Synonyms: Noun
artery, avenue, boulevard, drag, drive, expressway, freeway, high
road, highway, pass, pike, road, roadway, route, row, street,
thoroughfare, thruway, trace, turnpike, way

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Examples of arterial in a Sentence
Noun
//
one of the main arterials connecting the airport with the city

Recent Examples on the Web: Adjective
// At the time, Saturday’s protest didn’t just cause tempers to flare
on the Dan Ryan and arterial roads; battle lines also were drawn
in cyberspace as Rauner and Emanuel took to Twitter.
—
Katherine Rosenberg-douglas, chicagotribune.com, "Father Pfleger
waiting for elected officials' response before calling for future protests," 9
July 2018
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// The council voted Tuesday to reduce speed limits on
non-arterial residential streets, which comprise about 70 percent
of the city's street grid.
—
Elliot Njus, OregonLive.com, "Portland City Council approves 20 mph
speed limit on residential streets," 17 Jan. 2018

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to
reflect current usage of the word 'arterial.' Views expressed in the examples do not
represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback.
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15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1a
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1920, in the meaning defined above
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Medical Definition of arterial 
: of or relating to an artery1

: relating to or being the bright red blood present in most
arteries that has been oxygenated in lungs or gills — compare
VENOUS sense 3

2
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