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Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS)
What is FSGS? 
Focal = some 

Segmental = sections 

Glomerulo = of kidney filters 

Sclerosis = are scarred 

 

FSGS is a rare disease that attacks the kidney’s filtering units (glomeruli) causing serious scarring which

leads to permanent kidney damage and even failure. FSGS is one of the causes of a serious condition

known as Nephrotic Syndrome.

Each kidney is made up of approximately one million tiny filters called “glomeruli.” Much as a coffee filter

keeps coffee grounds in, glomeruli filter the blood, taking out the water-like part which becomes urine and

leaving the protein in the blood. When glomeruli become damaged or scarred (sclerosis), proteins begin

leaking into the urine (proteinuria). The word “focal” is added because in FSGS, only some of the glomeruli

filters become scarred. “Segmental” means that only some sections of the glomerulus becomes scarred,

just parts of them.

How is FSGS Diagnosed?
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How is FSGS Diagnosed?
FSGS is diagnosed with renal biopsy (when doctors examine a tiny portion of the kidney tissue), however,

because only some sections of the glomeruli are affected, the biopsy can sometimes be inconclusive.

What are the Symptoms of FSGS?
Many people with FSGS have no symptoms at all.  When symptoms are present the most common

include:

Proteinuria – Large amounts of protein “spilling” into the urine

Edema – Swelling in parts of the body, most noticeable around the eyes, hands and feet, and abdomen

which causes sudden weight gain.

Low Blood Albumin Levels because the kidneys are removing albumin instead of returning it to the blood

High Cholesterol in some cases

High Blood Pressure in some cases and can often be hard to treat

FSGS can also cause abnormal results of creatinine in laboratory tests. Creatinine is measured by taking a

blood sample. Everyone has a certain amount of a substance called creatinine floating in his or her blood.

This substance is always being produced by healthy muscles and normally the kidneys constantly filter it

out and the level of creatinine stays low. But when the filters become damaged, they stop filtering

properly and the level of creatinine left in the blood goes up.

What Causes FSGS?
FSGS is usually “idiopathic,” which means it arises without a known cause. There are some known

genetic causes of FSGS, with new gene variants continually being discovered.

FSGS can be “primary” or “secondary” in nature.

Primary FSGS means that the disease happened on its own with out a known or obvious reason.

Secondary FSGS means that doctors think the FSGS was caused by, or is associated with, another

medical condition that occurred first.  How the other condition caused the FSGS scarring is not always

certain. Some causes of secondary FSGS include:

Kidney defects from birth (dysplasia)
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Urine backing up into kidneys (kidney re×ux)

Obesity

Obstructive Sleep Apnea

Viruses and blood disorders (such as HIV and sickle cell anemia)

Autoimmune disorders (such as lupus and HSP)

Who Gets FSGS?
More than 5400 patients are diagnosed with FSGS every year, however, this is considered an

underestimate because:

a limited number of biopsies are performed

the number of FSGS cases are rising more than any other cause of Nephrotic Syndrome.1

FSGS occurs more frequently in adults than in children and is most prevalent in adults 45 years or older.

FSGS is most common in people of African American and Asian decent.

How is FSGS Treated?
Currently there are few FDA approved treatments for FSGS, but usually a steroid called prednisone or

prednisolone is given to try and control proteinuria. Proteinuria Treatment aims to decrease the amount of

protein lost in the urine. The less protein in the urine, the better the patient will do. In FSGS, even partial

remission is important.

Your nephrologist may also recommend:

Medications that suppress your immune system

Diuretics and low salt diet help to control edema

A medication that blocks a hormone system called the renin angiotensin system (ACE

inhibitor or ARB) to control blood pressure or lower urine protein

Anticoagulants to prevent blood clots

Statins to lower the cholesterol level

Maintaining a healthy diet: Correct amounts of protein and ×uid intake according to your

nephrologist’s recommendations. A healthy diet consists of low salt with emphasis on fruits

and vegetables, low in saturated fat and cholesterol. A low salt diet may help with swelling

Exercising

Not smoking

Vitamins

Learn more about specific medications in the Treatment Options section of our website.

 

http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/treatment-options/
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Learn more here: Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis Fact Sheet

LIVING WITH KIDNEY DISEASE

Understanding Kidney Disease

Understanding Glomerular Disease

Nephrotic Syndrome

Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis

(FSGS)

FSGS Facts

FSGS and Pregnancy

Minimal Change Disease (MCD)

Other Glomerular Diseases

Treatment Options

Diet and Nutrition

Managing Your Care

Educational Programs

End Stage Renal Disease

Proteinuria Resource Center

Raising a Child with Nephrotic Syndrome

Support Resources

FAQs

RECENT NEWS POSTS

http://nephcure.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Focal-Semental-Glomerulosclerosis-Fact-Sheet.pdf
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/what-is-kidney-disease/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/understanding-nephrotic-syndrome/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/understanding-fsgs/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/understanding-fsgs/fsgs-facts/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/understanding-fsgs/fsgs-and-pregnancy/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/understanding-minimal-change-disease/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding-glomerular-disease/other-glomerular-diseases/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/treatment-options/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/diet-and-nutrition/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/managing-your-care/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/nephcure-community-education/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/kidney-failure/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/proteinuria-resource-center/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/raising-a-child-with-nephrotic-syndrome/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/support-resources/
http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/faqs/


7/13/2016 Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) – NephCure Kidney International ®

http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding­glomerular­disease/understanding­fsgs/ 5/7

Beat the Clock

NephCure on YouTube

White House Organ Summit 2016

Ask the expert webinar – Navigating Common

Insurance Headaches

NephCure Kidney Network 2nd Annual Report

Ask the Expert Webinar – Transitioning from a

Pediatric to an Adult Nephrologist

Your Advocacy at Work – New Funding for

FSGS Research

Advocacy in Action – Nephrotic Syndrome

Research Funding Support Letters

Apply to be an NKN Steering Committee

Member!

NephCure Kidney International and Local NY

Teenager Sydney Levine Launch MARCHing to

Awareness

MOST USED TAGS

#NKIWalk #SelÖes4NephCure

Advocacy Architectural Artifacts Atlanta

Atlanta Braves awareness Chicago Clinical

Trials Community Conferences

Countdown Countdown to a Cure Crusade

Engagement ESRD FSGS

Fundraising Gas South Genetics Get

Involved Grants hypertension IgA

Nephropathy MCD medical

http://nephcure.org/2016/06/beat-the-clock/
http://nephcure.org/2016/06/nephcure-on-youtube/
http://nephcure.org/2016/06/white-house-organ-summit-2016/
http://nephcure.org/2016/06/ask-the-expert-webinar-navigating-common-insurance-headaches/
http://nephcure.org/2016/05/nephcure-kidney-network-2nd-annual-report/
http://nephcure.org/2016/05/ask-the-expert-webinar-transitioning-from-a-pediatric-to-an-adult-nephrologist/
http://nephcure.org/2016/05/your-advocacy-at-work-new-funding-for-fsgs-research/
http://nephcure.org/2016/03/advocacy-in-action-nephrotic-syndrome-research-funding-support-letters/
http://nephcure.org/2016/03/apply-to-be-an-nkn-steering-committee-member/
http://nephcure.org/2016/03/nephcure-kidney-international-and-local-ny-teenager-sydney-levine-launch-marching-to-awareness/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nkiwalk/
http://nephcure.org/tag/selfies4nephcure/
http://nephcure.org/tag/advocacy/
http://nephcure.org/tag/architectural-artifacts/
http://nephcure.org/tag/atlanta/
http://nephcure.org/tag/atlanta-braves/
http://nephcure.org/tag/awareness/
http://nephcure.org/tag/chicago/
http://nephcure.org/tag/clinical-trials/
http://nephcure.org/tag/community/
http://nephcure.org/tag/conferences/
http://nephcure.org/tag/countdown/
http://nephcure.org/tag/countdown-to-a-cure/
http://nephcure.org/tag/crusade/
http://nephcure.org/tag/engagement/
http://nephcure.org/tag/esrd/
http://nephcure.org/tag/fsgs/
http://nephcure.org/tag/fundraising/
http://nephcure.org/tag/gas-south/
http://nephcure.org/tag/genetics/
http://nephcure.org/tag/get-involved/
http://nephcure.org/tag/grants/
http://nephcure.org/tag/hypertension/
http://nephcure.org/tag/iga-nephropathy/
http://nephcure.org/tag/mcd/
http://nephcure.org/tag/medical-professionals/


7/13/2016 Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) – NephCure Kidney International ®

http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding­glomerular­disease/understanding­fsgs/ 6/7

professionals Membranous

Nephropathy Minimal Change Disease My

Kidney Buddy NephCure

NephCure Kidney

International

Nephrotic Syndrome NIH

NKI NKN Norcross NS patients

Research spurs Thrasher Park Transplant

Volunteer Walk website

ORGANIZATIONAL MISSION

NephCure Kidney International ® is the only organization committed exclusively to support research seeking the

cause of the potentially debilitating kidney disease Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) and Nephrotic

Syndrome, improve treatment and Önd a cure.

SHORT ON TIME?

Search this website …

NEPHCURE KIDNEY INTERNATIONAL

About Us

Community

Donate

Get Involved

OUR PROUD PARTNERS

http://nephcure.org/tag/medical-professionals/
http://nephcure.org/tag/membranous-nephropathy/
http://nephcure.org/tag/minimal-change-disease/
http://nephcure.org/tag/my-kidney-buddy/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nephcure/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nephcure-kidney-international/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nephrotic-syndrome/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nih/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nki/
http://nephcure.org/tag/nkn/
http://nephcure.org/tag/norcross/
http://nephcure.org/tag/ns/
http://nephcure.org/tag/patients/
http://nephcure.org/tag/research/
http://nephcure.org/tag/spurs/
http://nephcure.org/tag/thrasher-park/
http://nephcure.org/tag/transplant/
http://nephcure.org/tag/volunteer/
http://nephcure.org/tag/walk/
http://nephcure.org/tag/website/
http://nephcure.org/aboutus/
http://nephcure.org/community/
http://nephcure.org/donate/
http://nephcure.org/getinvolved/


7/13/2016 Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) – NephCure Kidney International ®

http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/understanding­glomerular­disease/understanding­fsgs/ 7/7

Living with Kidney Disease

Recent News

Research

July 2016

M T W T F S S

« Jun    

  1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

CONTACT US

150 S. Warner Road 

Suite 402 

King of Prussia, PA 19406 

1.866 NephCure (637-4287) 

info@nephcure.org

FOLLOW US

 

© Copyright 2016 NephCure Kidney

International, Inc. All rights reserved

worldwide. NephCure Kidney

International, and the logo, are federally

registered trademarks of NephCure

Kidney International, Inc.

Copyright © 2016 · Outreach Pro Theme on Genesis Framework · WordPress · Log in

http://nephcure.org/livingwithkidneydisease/
http://nephcure.org/recent-news/
http://nephcure.org/research/
http://nephcure.org/2016/06/
http://facebook.com/nephcure
http://twitter.com/NephCure
http://my.studiopress.com/themes/outreach/
http://www.studiopress.com/
http://wordpress.org/
http://nephcure.org/wp-login.php

