
Bupropion: Drug Uses, Dosage, Side Effects - Drugs.com

http://www.drugs.com/bupropion.html[7/28/2015 4:00:39 PM]

Bupropion 

Generic Name: bupropion (byoo PRO pee on)
Brand Names: Aplenzin, Budeprion SR, Buproban, Forfivo XL, Wellbutrin, Wellbutrin SR, Wellbutrin XL,
 Zyban, Zyban Advantage Pack, Budeprion XL

What is bupropion?
Bupropion is an antidepressant medication used to treat
 major depressive disorder and seasonal affective
 disorder. The Zyban brand of bupropion is used to help
 people stop smoking by reducing cravings and other
 withdrawal effects.

Bupropion may also be used for purposes not listed in this
 medication guide.
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 Slideshow: Where There's Smoke
 There's Fire: Know The Risks Before
 You Light Up

Important information
You should not take bupropion if you have seizures, an
 eating disorder, or if you have suddenly stopped using
 alcohol, seizure medication, or sedatives. If you take
 Wellbutrin for depression, do not also take Zyban to
 quit smoking.

Do not use bupropion if you have used an MAO inhibitor in
 the past 14 days. A dangerous drug interaction could occur.
 MAO inhibitors include isocarboxazid, linezolid, methylene
 blue injection, phenelzine, rasagiline, selegiline,
 tranylcypromine, and others.

Bupropion may cause seizures, especially in people with
 certain medical conditions or when using certain drugs. Tell
 your doctor about all of your medical conditions and the
 drugs you use.

Some young people have thoughts about suicide when first
 taking an antidepressant. Your doctor will need to check
 your progress at regular visits while you are using
 bupropion. Your family or other caregivers should also be
 alert to changes in your mood or symptoms.

Report any new or worsening symptoms to your doctor, such
 as: mood or behavior changes, anxiety, panic attacks,
 trouble sleeping, or if you feel impulsive, irritable, agitated,
 hostile, aggressive, restless, hyperactive (mentally or
 physically), more depressed, or have thoughts about suicide
 or hurting yourself.

Before taking this medicine
Do not use bupropion if you have used an MAO inhibitor in the past 14 days. A dangerous drug
 interaction could occur. MAO inhibitors include isocarboxazid, linezolid, methylene blue injection,
 phenelzine, rasagiline, selegiline, tranylcypromine, and others.

You should not take bupropion if you are allergic to it, or if you have:
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epilepsy or a seizure disorder;

an eating disorder such as anorexia or bulimia; or

if you have suddenly stopped using alcohol, seizure medication, or a sedative (Valium, Nembutal,
 Seconal, Solfoton, and others).

Bupropion may cause seizures, especially in people with certain medical conditions. Tell your doctor
 about all of your medical conditions.

Do not take bupropion to treat more than one condition at a time. If you take Wellbutrin for depression, do
 not also take Zyban to quit smoking.

To make sure bupropion is safe for you, tell your doctor if you have:

a history of head injury, seizures, or brain or spinal cord tumor;

narrow-angle glaucoma;

heart disease, high blood pressure, history of heart attack;

diabetes;

kidney or liver disease (especially cirrhosis); or

bipolar disorder (manic depression).

Some young people have thoughts about suicide when first taking an antidepressant. Your doctor will
 need to check your progress at regular visits while you are using bupropion. Your family or other
 caregivers should also be alert to changes in your mood or symptoms.

FDA pregnancy category C. It is not known whether bupropion will harm an unborn baby. Tell your doctor
 if you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant while using this medicine.

See also: Pregnancy and breastfeeding warnings (in more detail)

Bupropion can pass into breast milk and may harm a nursing baby. You should not breast-feed while
 using this medicine.

4 veggies to never eat:
biotrust.com

Cut down a bit of stomach fat every day by
 never eating these 4 foods.

3 Worst Foods for
 Thyroid

Neuropathy Pain Relief
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How should I take bupropion?
Take bupropion exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Follow all directions on your prescription label. Do
 not take this medicine in larger or smaller amounts or for longer than recommended. Too much of this
 medicine can increase your risk of a seizure.

Do not crush, chew, or break an extended-release tablet. Swallow it whole.

If you take Zyban to help you stop smoking, you may continue to smoke for about 1 week after you start
 the medicine. Set a date to quit smoking during the second week of treatment. Talk to your doctor if you
 are having trouble quitting after you have used Zyban for at least 7 weeks.

Your doctor may prescribe nicotine patches or gum to help support your smoking cessation treatment.
 Read all directions and safety information for the nicotine product. Do not smoke at any time if you are
 using a nicotine product along with Zyban. Too much nicotine can cause serious side effects.

Do not stop using bupropion suddenly, or you could have unpleasant withdrawal symptoms. Ask your
 doctor how to safely stop using bupropion.

This medicine can cause you to have a false positive drug screening test. If you provide a urine sample
 for drug screening, tell the laboratory staff that you are taking bupropion.

Store at room temperature away from moisture and heat.

What happens if I miss a dose?
Take the missed dose as soon as you remember. Skip the missed dose if it is almost time for your next
 scheduled dose. Do not take extra medicine to make up the missed dose.

What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222. An overdose of
 bupropion can be fatal. Overdose symptoms may include muscle stiffness, hallucinations, fast or
 uneven heartbeat, shallow breathing, or fainting.

What should I avoid while taking bupropion?
Drinking alcohol may increase your risk of seizures. If you drink alcohol regularly, talk with your doctor
 before changing the amount you drink. Bupropion can cause seizures in people who drink a lot of alcohol
 and then suddenly quit drinking when they start using the medication.

Bupropion may impair your thinking or reactions. Be careful if you drive or do anything that requires you
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 to be alert.

Bupropion side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have any of these signs of an allergic reaction to bupropion: hives;
 difficult breathing; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.

Report any new or worsening symptoms to your doctor, such as: mood or behavior changes, anxiety,
 panic attacks, trouble sleeping, or if you feel impulsive, irritable, agitated, hostile, aggressive, restless,
 hyperactive (mentally or physically), more depressed, or have thoughts about suicide or hurting yourself.

Call your doctor at once if you have:

blurred vision, tunnel vision, eye pain or swelling, or seeing halos around lights;

seizure (convulsions);

fast heartbeats;

fever, swollen glands, rash or itching, joint pain, or general ill feeling;

confusion, trouble concentrating, hallucinations, unusual thoughts or behavior; or

severe skin reactionfever, sore throat, swelling in your face or tongue, burning in your eyes, skin pain,
 followed by a red or purple skin rash that spreads (especially in the face or upper body) and causes
 blistering and peeling.

Common bupropion side effects may include:

dry mouth, nausea, stomach pain;

headache, dizziness, ringing in your ears;

vision changes;

loss of interest in sex;
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sore throat, muscle pain;

mild itching or skin rash, increased sweating, increased urination; or

changes in appetite, weight loss or gain.

This is not a complete list of side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for medical advice about
 side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

See also: Side effects (in more detail)

Bupropion dosing information
Usual Adult Dose for Depression:

Immediate release tablets:
 Initial dose: 100 mg orally twice a day.
 Maintenance dose: The dosage may be increased in 75 to 100 mg/day increments not more often than
 every 3 days up to the usual maintenance dose of 100 mg orally 3 times a day. The maximum dose is
 450 mg/day, given in 4 divided doses; bupropion should be discontinued if there is not an adequate
 response to this dose. Single doses should not exceed 150 mg.

 Sustained release tablets:
 Initial dose: 150 mg orally once a day in the morning.
 Maintenance dose: After at least 4 days, the dose may be increased to 100 to 150 mg twice a day. If
 there is not adequate improvement after several weeks, the dose may be increased to a maximum of
 200 mg twice a day.

 Extended release tablets (Wellbutrin XL):
 Initial dose: 150 mg orally once a day in the morning.
 Maintenance dose: After at least 4 days, the dose may be increased to 300 mg once a day. If there is not
 adequate improvement after several weeks, the dose may be increased to a maximum of 450 mg once a
 day in the morning.

 Extended release tablets (Aplenzin):
 Initial dose: 174 mg orally once a day in the morning (equivalent to 150 mg bupropion HCl).
 Maintenance dose: After at least 4 days, the dose may be increased to 348 mg once a day (equivalent to
 300 mg bupropion HCl). If there is not adequate improvement after several weeks, the dose may be
 increased to a maximum of 522 mg once a day in the morning (equivalent to 450 mg bupropion HCl).

Usual Adult Dose for Seasonal Affective Disorder:

Initiate treatment for seasonal affective disorder in the autumn prior to onset of symptoms.

 Wellbutrin XL (R):
 Initial: 150 mg orally once a day in the morning
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 Titration: If tolerated, after 7 days dose may be increased to maximum dose of 300 mg once a day
 administered in the morning. Patients who are unable to tolerate this increase in dose should be reduced
 back to 150 mg orally once a day.

 Aplenzin (R):
 Initial: 174 mg once daily (equivalent to 150 mg bupropion) in the morning
 Titration: If tolerated, after 7 days dose may be increased to 348 mg once daily (equivalent to 300 mg
 bupropion) in the morning through the winter season.

Usual Adult Dose for Smoking Cessation:

Initial Dose: 150 mg orally once a day.
 Maintenance: Based on clinical response, this dosage may be increased to 300 mg/day, given as 150
 mg twice a day, no sooner than 3 days after beginning therapy.

What other drugs will affect bupropion?
Many drugs can interact with bupropion.

You may have a higher risk of seizures if you use certain other medicines while taking bupropion.

Tell your doctor about all medicines you use, and those you start or stop using during your treatment with
 bupropion. This includes prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Not
 all possible interactions are listed in this medication guide.
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Support Group

Pricing & Coupons

En Espanol

758 Reviews - Add your own review/rating

  Consumer resources

Bupropion

Bupropion extended-release tablets

Bupropion hydrobromide extended-release tablets

Bupropion sustained-release tablets

Bupropion (Advanced Reading)

Other brands: Wellbutrin, Wellbutrin XL, Wellbutrin SR, Zyban, More (5) »

  Professional resources

Bupropion Hydrochloride (AHFS Monograph)

More (5) »

  Related treatment guides

Sexual Dysfunction, SSRI Induced

Obesity

ADHD

Anxiety

Bipolar Disorder

More (9) »

Where can I get more information?

Your pharmacist can provide more information about bupropion.

Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your medicines with others, and

7 Hidden Dementia Signs
Your Body Will Send 7 Signals That Dementia Is Coming.
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Drug Class

Miscellaneous
 antidepressants
Smoking cessation
 agents

Related Drugs

Major Depressive
 Disorder
trazodone, Zoloft,
 Cymbalta, Lexapro,
 sertraline, Prozac,

 use bupropion only for the indication prescribed.

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided by Cerner Multum, Inc. ('Multum') is
 accurate, up-to-date, and complete, but no guarantee is made to that effect. Drug information contained herein may be
 time sensitive. Multum information has been compiled for use by healthcare practitioners and consumers in the United
 States and therefore Multum does not warrant that uses outside of the United States are appropriate, unless specifically
 indicated otherwise. Multum's drug information does not endorse drugs, diagnose patients or recommend therapy.
 Multum's drug information is an informational resource designed to assist licensed healthcare practitioners in caring for
 their patients and/or to serve consumers viewing this service as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the expertise,
 skill, knowledge and judgment of healthcare practitioners. The absence of a warning for a given drug or drug
 combination in no way should be construed to indicate that the drug or drug combination is safe, effective or appropriate
 for any given patient. Multum does not assume any responsibility for any aspect of healthcare administered with the aid
 of information Multum provides. The information contained herein is not intended to cover all possible uses, directions,
 precautions, warnings, drug interactions, allergic reactions, or adverse effects. If you have questions about the drugs
 you are taking, check with your doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

Copyright 1996-2015 Cerner Multum, Inc. Version: 18.03. Revision Date: 2014-08-25, 7:54:13 AM.

DRUG STATUS

Availability
Prescription only

Pregnancy Category
Risk cannot be ruled out



CSA Schedule
Not a controlled drug



Approval History
Drug history at FDA



WADA Class
Anti-Doping Classification



A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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 More...

Depression
Xanax, trazodone,
 citalopram, Zoloft,
 Cymbalta, Lexapro,
 More...

Smoking Cessation
Chantix, nicotine,
 Zyban, Nicoderm CQ,
 varenicline, More...

Seasonal Affective
 Disorder
Wellbutrin XL,
 Budeprion XL, More...

Bupropion Rating
 7.7/10

Bupropion Images

Bupropion 150 mg

 

758 User Reviews
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Get Updates by Email

Sign up for daily, weekly or monthly emails to receive news updates to your inbox!

 News and Warnings related to this drug

 FDA Medwatch Alerts for all Medications

  News Roundup Daily

 

Related News and Articles

Weight at First Pregnancy Linked to Complications Next Time
July 28, 2015

Deaths, Hospital Stays and Costs All Down Among U.S. Seniors
July 28, 2015

Heart Disease, Alzheimer's Linked by Common Risk Factors
July 28, 2015

Related: Major Depression

Bupropion
 

Pronunciation

View all 81 images
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Drugs.com Mobile Apps
The easiest way to lookup drug information, identify
 pills, check interactions and set up your own
 personal medication records. Available for Android
 and iOS devices.

Explore Apps

SUPPORT

Help Center

Frequent Questions

Sitemap

Contact Us

ABOUT

About Drugs.com

Advertising Policy

Content Submissions

Drugs.com Blog

TERMS & PRIVACY

Editorial Policy

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Attribution & Citations

       

CONNECT

Subscribe to receive email notifications whenever new articles are published.

Drugs.com provides accurate and independent information on more than 24,000 prescription drugs, over-the-counter
 medicines and natural products. This material is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended for medical
 advice, diagnosis or treatment. Data sources include Micromedex® (updated July 13th, 2015), Cerner Multum™ (updated
 July 2nd, 2015), Wolters Kluwer™ (updated July 2nd, 2015) and others. To view content sources and attributions, please
 refer to our editorial policy.

  We comply with the HONcode standard for
 trustworthy health information - verify here
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