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Risperidone


Generic Name: risperidone (oral) (ris PER i done)
Brand Names: RisperDAL, RisperDAL M-Tab

What is risperidone?
Risperidone is a antipsychotic medicine. It works by
 changing the effects of chemicals in the brain.

Risperidone is used to treat schizophrenia and symptoms of
 bipolar disorder (manic depression). It is also used in
 autistic children to treat symptoms of irritability.

Risperidone may also be used for purposes not listed in this
 medication guide.
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Important information
Risperidone is not approved for use in psychotic conditions related to dementia. It may increase the risk
 of death in older adults with dementia-related conditions.

Do not give risperidone to a child without a doctor's advice.

While you are taking risperidone, you may be more sensitive to temperature extremes such as very hot or
 cold conditions. Avoid getting too cold, or becoming overheated or dehydrated. Drink plenty of fluids,
 especially in hot weather and during exercise. It is easier to become dangerously overheated and
 dehydrated while you are taking this medication.

Risperidone may impair your thinking or reactions. Be
 careful if you drive or do anything that requires you to be
 alert. Drinking alcohol can increase certain side effects of
 risperidone.

Stop using this medicine and call your doctor at once if you
 have fever, stiff muscles, confusion, sweating, fast or
 uneven heartbeats, restless muscle movements in your face
 or neck, tremor (uncontrolled shaking), trouble swallowing,
 feeling light-headed, or fainting.

Before taking this medicine
You should not use risperidone if you are allergic to it.

Risperidone is not approved for use in psychotic conditions related to dementia. Risperidone may
 increase the risk of death in older adults with dementia-related conditions.

To make sure this medicine is safe for you, tell your doctor if you have:
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heart disease, high blood pressure, heart rhythm problems;

coronary artery disease or recent heart attack;

diabetes (or risk factors such as obesity or family history of diabetes);

a history of low white blood cell (WBC) counts;

liver or kidney disease;

a history of seizures;

a history of breast cancer;

low bone mineral density;

trouble swallowing;

Parkinson's disease;

if you are dehydrated; or

if you also take blood pressure medicine.

Some people with mental illness have thoughts about suicide. Your doctor will need to check your
 progress at regular visits while you are using risperidone. Your family or other caregivers should also be
 alert to changes in your mood or symptoms.

The risperidone orally disintegrating tablet may contain phenylalanine. Talk to your doctor before using
 orally disintegrating tablets if you have phenylketonuria (PKU).

FDA pregnancy category C. It is not known whether risperidone will harm an unborn baby. Tell your
 doctor if you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant while taking risperidone or within 12 weeks after
 you stop taking this medicine.

See also: Pregnancy and breastfeeding warnings (in more detail)

Taking antipsychotic medication during the last 3 months of pregnancy may cause problems in
 the newborn, such as withdrawal symptoms, breathing problems, feeding problems, fussiness, tremors,
 and limp or stiff muscles. However, you may have withdrawal symptoms or other problems if you stop
 taking your medicine during pregnancy. If you become pregnant while taking this medicine, do not
 stop taking it without your doctor's advice.

Risperidone can pass into breast milk and may harm a nursing baby. Do not breast-feed while taking
 this medicine and for at least 12 weeks after your treatment ends.

Do not give this medicine to a child without a doctor's advice.
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How should I take risperidone?
Take risperidone exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Follow all directions on your prescription label. Do
 not take this medicine in larger or smaller amounts or for longer than recommended.

Risperidone can be taken with or without food.

To take the orally disintegrating tablet (Risperdal M-Tabs):

Keep the tablet in its blister pack until you are ready to take it. Open the package and peel back the
 foil. Do not push a tablet through the foil or you may damage the tablet.

Use dry hands to remove the tablet and place it in your mouth.

Do not swallow the tablet whole. Allow it to dissolve in your mouth without chewing. If desired, you may
 drink liquid to help swallow the dissolved tablet.

Measure liquid medicine with the dosing syringe provided, or with a special dose-measuring spoon or
 medicine cup. If you do not have a dose-measuring device, ask your pharmacist for one.

Use risperidone regularly to get the most benefit. Get your prescription refilled before you run out of
 medicine completely.

Do not mix the liquid medicine with cola or tea.

It may take up to several weeks before your symptoms improve. Keep using the medication as directed
 and tell your doctor if your symptoms do not improve.

Store at room temperature away from moisture, heat, and light. Do not liquid medicine to freeze.

What happens if I miss a dose?
Take the missed dose as soon as you remember. Skip the missed dose if it is almost time for your next
 scheduled dose. Do not take extra medicine to make up the missed dose.
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What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222.

Overdose symptoms may include severe drowsiness, fast heart rate, feeling light-headed, fainting, and
 restless muscle movements in your eyes, tongue, jaw, or neck.

What should I avoid while taking risperidone?
Risperidone may impair your thinking or reactions. Be careful if you drive or do anything that requires you
 to be alert.

Avoid getting up too fast from a sitting or lying position, or you may feel dizzy. Get up slowly and steady
 yourself to prevent a fall.

Drinking alcohol can increase certain side effects of risperidone.

While you are taking this medicine, you may be more sensitive to temperature extremes such as very hot
 or cold conditions. Avoid getting too cold, or becoming overheated or dehydrated. Drink plenty of fluids,
 especially in hot weather and during exercise.

Risperidone side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have any of these signs of an allergic reaction to risperidone:
 hives; difficulty breathing; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.

Call your doctor at once if you have:

uncontrolled muscle movements in your face (chewing, lip smacking, frowning, tongue movement,
 blinking or eye movement);
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breast swelling or tenderness (in men or women), nipple discharge, impotence, lack of interest in sex,
 missed menstrual periods;

severe nervous system reaction--very stiff (rigid) muscles, high fever, sweating, confusion, fast or
 uneven heartbeats, tremors, feeling like you might pass out;

low white blood cells--sudden weakness or ill feeling, fever, chills, sore throat, mouth sores, red or
 swollen gums, trouble swallowing, skin sores, cold or flu symptoms, cough, trouble breathing;

low levels of platelets in your blood--easy bruising, unusual bleeding (nose, mouth, vagina, or rectum),
 purple or red pinpoint spots under your skin;

high blood sugar--increased thirst, increased urination, hunger, dry mouth, fruity breath odor,
 drowsiness, dry skin, blurred vision, weight loss; or

penis erection that is painful or lasts 4 hours or longer.

Common risperidone side effects may include:

headache;

dizziness, drowsiness, tired feeling;

tremors, twitching or uncontrollable muscle movements;

agitation, anxiety, restless feeling;

depressed mood;

dry mouth, upset stomach, constipation;

weight gain; or

pain in your arms or legs.

This is not a complete list of side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for medical advice about
 side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

See also: Side effects (in more detail)

What other drugs will affect risperidone?
Taking this medicine with other drugs that make you sleepy can worsen this effect. Ask your doctor
 before taking risperidone with a sleeping pill, narcotic pain medicine, muscle relaxer, or medicine for
 anxiety, depression, or seizures.

Other drugs may interact with risperidone, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines,
 vitamins, and herbal products. Tell each of your health care providers about all medicines you use now
 and any medicine you start or stop using.

Next → Side Effects
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More (12) »

Where can I get more information?

Your pharmacist can provide more information about risperidone.

Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your medicines with others, and
 use this medication only for the indication prescribed.

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided by Cerner Multum, Inc. ('Multum') is
 accurate, up-to-date, and complete, but no guarantee is made to that effect. Drug information contained herein may be
 time sensitive. Multum information has been compiled for use by healthcare practitioners and consumers in the United
 States and therefore Multum does not warrant that uses outside of the United States are appropriate, unless specifically
 indicated otherwise. Multum's drug information does not endorse drugs, diagnose patients or recommend therapy.
 Multum's drug information is an informational resource designed to assist licensed healthcare practitioners in caring for
 their patients and/or to serve consumers viewing this service as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the expertise,
 skill, knowledge and judgment of healthcare practitioners. The absence of a warning for a given drug or drug
 combination in no way should be construed to indicate that the drug or drug combination is safe, effective or appropriate
 for any given patient. Multum does not assume any responsibility for any aspect of healthcare administered with the aid
 of information Multum provides. The information contained herein is not intended to cover all possible uses, directions,
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DRUG STATUS

3 Herbs that Beat Anxiety
Doctors Reveal 1 Weird Compound to Calm Anxiety that May Surprise
 You

Availability
Prescription only

Pregnancy Category
Risk cannot be ruled out



CSA Schedule
Not a controlled drug


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Drug Class

Atypical antipsychotics

Related Drugs

Bipolar Disorder
Seroquel, lithium,
 clonazepam, Abilify,
 Klonopin, Lamictal,
 More...

Schizoaffective Disorder
Seroquel, Prozac,
 lithium, Abilify,
 fluoxetine, Lamictal,
 More...

Schizophrenia
Seroquel, Abilify,
 quetiapine,
 olanzapine, Zyprexa,
 Latuda, More...

Autism
Abilify, venlafaxine,
 Effexor, Risperdal,
 Geodon, aripiprazole,
 More...

2 more conditions... 

Risperidone Rating

6.7/10

Approval History
Drug history at FDA



197 User Reviews

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Risperidone Images

Risperidone 1 mg




Get Updates by Email

Sign up for daily, weekly or monthly emails to receive news updates to your inbox!


News and Warnings related to this drug


FDA Medwatch Alerts for all Medications
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Related News and Articles

Psychiatric Woes Often Drive Euthanasia Requests in Belgium
July 28, 2015

Health Tip: Protect Your Heart From Stress and Depression
July 28, 2015
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Health Tip: Offer Support to Seniors
July 28, 2015

Related: Bipolar Disorder (Manic Depressive Illness or Manic Depression)

Risperidone



Pronunciation

Drugs.com Mobile Apps
The easiest way to lookup drug information, identify
 pills, check interactions and set up your own
 personal medication records. Available for Android
 and iOS devices.

Explore Apps
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SUPPORT

Help Center

Frequent Questions

Sitemap

Contact Us

ABOUT

About Drugs.com

Advertising Policy

Content Submissions

Drugs.com Blog

TERMS & PRIVACY

Editorial Policy

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Attribution & Citations

       

CONNECT

Subscribe to receive email notifications whenever new articles are published.

Drugs.com provides accurate and independent information on more than 24,000 prescription drugs, over-the-counter
 medicines and natural products. This material is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended for medical
 advice, diagnosis or treatment. Data sources include Micromedex® (updated July 13th, 2015), Cerner Multum™ (updated
 July 2nd, 2015), Wolters Kluwer™ (updated July 2nd, 2015) and others. To view content sources and attributions, please
 refer to our editorial policy.
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