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Main definitions of refrain in English: refrain’ refrain?

refrain: o

000+

VERB

[NO OBJECT]
Stop oneself from doing something.
‘she refrained from comment’

+ More example sentences | | + Synonyms

Origin
Middle English (in the sense ‘restrain a thought or feeling’): from Old French refrener, from Latin
refrenare, from re- (expressing intensive force) + frenum ‘bridle’.

Pronunciation ()
refrain /r1'frern/ o)

Main definitions of refrain in English: refrain’ refrain?
000

1 Arepeated line or number of lines in a poem or song, typically at the end of each verse.

refrainz ©

+ Example sentences

1.1 The musical accompaniment for a refrain.

‘he would play the refrain’

+ More example sentences

1.2 A comment or complaint that is often repeated.
““Poor Tom’ had become the constant refrain of his friends’

+ More example sentences

Origin
up ecause e rerrain 'Droke tne sequence).

Pronunciation )
refrain /r1'frern/ o)
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