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U.S. Attorney: There Have
Been Fewer Pharmacy
Robberies in Indiana

In 2015 Indiana had more pharmacy robberies than any other state. That
has changed.
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INDIANAPOLIS-- Pharmacy robberies have gone down drastically in the past three years.
That may be thanks to a decision to prosecute people who rob pharmacies in the state in
federal court and to send them to federal prison.

"Every defendant that commits a crime of pharmacy robbery in the Southern District of
Indiana, will be charged in federal court and will face the hammer of federal sentencing,"
said Josh Minkler, U.S. attorney, describing a decision that was made three years ago, with
help from the Indianapolis Metro Police Dept. and Marion County authorities.

"Indiana led the nation in pharmacy robberies, most of those robberies occurring here in
Marion County."

But, not any more. Minkler described the stats, beginning in 2015.

"In 2015, there were 168 pharmacy robberies in Indiana, 129 of those occurring in
Marion County. In 2016, there were 78 pharmacy robberies in the State of Indiana, 42
of those occurring in Marion County. Thus far in 2017, there have been only 10
pharmacy robberies in the State of Indiana, only five of those occurring in Marion
County."

Minkler talked about the stats during a news conference this week where he announced the
indictment of a gang called "The Mob" that his office said robbed pharmacies, sold the
prescription pills and used young people to do the dirty work.

They also used social media to intimidate neighbors.

Minkler said his office has been working with law enforcement throughout Indiana to round
up the robbers.

"The name of this operation was 'Operation: Pharm Aid"." He said over the past two years
they have arrested and prosecuted 36 people for 62 pharmacy robberies.
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