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Flector Patch
Generic Name: diclofenac transdermal (dye KLOE fen ak)
Brand Names: Flector Patch

What is Flector?
Flector Patches contain diclofenac, a nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drug (NSAID). Diclofenac works by reducing
substances in the body that cause pain and inflammation.

Flector is used to treat pain caused by minor sprains, strains, or
bruising.

Flector may also be used for other purposes not listed in this
medication guide.
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SLIDESHOW

View Frightful (But Dead Serious) Drug Side
Effects

Important information
Diclofenac can increase your risk of fatal heart attack or stroke,
especially if you use it long term or take high doses, or if you
have heart disease. Do not use Flector just before or after heart bypass surgery (coronary artery bypass graft, or
CABG).

Get emergency medical help if you have chest pain, weakness, shortness of breath, slurred speech, or problems
with vision or balance while using Flector Patches.

Before using Flector, tell your doctor if you are allergic to any
drugs, or if you have heart disease, congestive heart failure, high
blood pressure, a history of heart attack or stroke, a history of
stomach ulcer or bleeding, liver or kidney disease, a blood
clotting disorder, asthma or polyps in your nose, or if you smoke.

While the risk of absorbing diclofenac into your bloodstream is low, an NSAID may cause life-threatening heart
or circulation problems such as heart attack or stroke, especially if you use it long term.

Flector may also cause serious effects on the stomach or intestines, including bleeding or perforation (forming of
a hole). These conditions can be fatal and can occur without warning while you are using Flector, especially in
older adults.

Call your doctor at once if you have symptoms of stomach bleeding such as black, bloody, or tarry stools, or
coughing up blood or vomit that looks like coffee grounds.

Before taking this medicine
The diclofenac in Flector patches can increase your risk of fatal heart attack or stroke, especially if you use it long
term or take high doses, or if you have heart disease. Even people without heart disease or risk factors could
have a stroke or heart attack while using Flector patches.

Do not use Flector just before or after heart bypass surgery (coronary artery bypass graft, or CABG).

Diclofenac may also cause stomach or intestinal bleeding, which can be fatal. These conditions can occur without
warning while you are using Flector, especially in older adults.

You should not use Flector if you are allergic to diclofenac (Voltaren, Cataflam, Cambia, and others), or if you
have ever had an asthma attack or severe allergic reaction after taking aspirin or an NSAID.

To make sure Flector is safe for you, tell your doctor if you have:

heart disease, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes, or if you smoke;

a history of heart attack, stroke, or blood clot;

a history of stomach ulcers or bleeding;

asthma;
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liver or kidney disease;

fluid retention.

Using Flector during the last 3 months of pregnancy may harm the unborn baby. Tell your doctor if you are
pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

It is not known whether diclofenac transdermal passes into breast milk or if it could harm a nursing baby. You
should not breast-feed while using Flector.

Flector is not approved for use by anyone younger than 18 years old.

How should I use Flector Patches?
Use Flector Patches exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Follow all directions on your prescription label. Do not
use this medicine in larger amounts or for longer than recommended. Using extra skin patches will not make the
medicine more effective, and could cause dangerous side effects.

Apply the skin patch directly to the area of pain. The skin patch can be worn for up to 12 hours and then
removed. Apply a new patch at that time if pain continues.

Do not apply Flector on an open skin wound, or on areas of eczema, infection, skin rash, or burn injury.

Wash your hands after applying or removing a Flector skin patch.

If the patch does not stick well, you may place medical tape around the edges. You may also use a mesh netting
sleeve to hold a patch in place on your skin. Do not cover the patch with a bandage or other covering that does
not allow air to pass through.

After removing a skin patch fold it in half, sticky side in, and throw it away in a place where children or pets
cannot get to it. Keep both used and unused skin patches out of the reach of children or pets.

If you use Flector long-term, you may need frequent medical tests.

Visited on 05/30/2017

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ci2POXY0tWf7iM8immQTKtrqQAqfttcBJ97y75rIFwoDD_ckIEAEgzMf0AWDJhv-H8KPsEqAB9YXi2gPIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgSYAU_QNaRZIVA42tERCQRSR-3Rp_RJSNgV_JDCy9V7FQC9JJulYZYNg4IpqqV3dIwxLpM3cbI3unm0k-HCpk9I-XP1b62mcvldTBc-11M0-lIKFDnnSFFmBA9611K8s9C7MS24lSmlwStKhBbVu3Uxi-u7BV7LbjVRK_DRf0eYWGmAgDWGJQnjdlFigWIMYRZ7piL3BTYIup2QoAYCgAfz-Z0lqAemvhvYBwHSCAUIgGEQAbEJwuYddhMFvqDYEwI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo1hL4TvpivU98j7VI2BoWHA&sig=AOD64_0sJ2088loW8zvtRiVwvabSekB6Xg&client=ca-pub-3964816748264478&adurl=http://beautifulwomanpro.com/%3Fad%3Dleaf%26placement%3Dwww.drugs.com%26kw%3D


Flector (diclofenac) Uses, Dosage, Side Effects - Drugs.com

https://www.drugs.com/flector.html[5/30/2017 10:19:29 AM]

The Flector patch may burn your skin if you wear the patch during an MRI (magnetic resonance imaging).
Remove the patch before undergoing such a test.

Store Flector at room temperature away from moisture and heat. Reseal the storage envelope each time you
remove a patch from it.

Read all patient information, medication guides, and instruction sheets provided to you. Ask your doctor or
pharmacist if you have any questions.

See also: Dosage Information (in more detail)

What happens if I miss a dose?
Apply a skin patch as soon as you remember, and wear it for 12 hours before applying a new one. Do not use
extra patches to make up the missed dose. Do not wear a Flector skin patch for longer than 12 hours.

What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222.

What should I avoid while using Flector?
Do not wear a Flector skin patch while taking a bath or shower or while swimming.

Avoid getting a skin patch near your eyes, nose, or mouth. If this does happen, rinse with water. Call your doctor
if you have eye irritation that lasts longer than 1 hour.

Avoid drinking alcohol. It may increase your risk of stomach bleeding.

Avoid taking aspirin or other NSAIDs.

Ask a doctor or pharmacist before using any cold, allergy, or pain medication. Many medicines available over the
counter contain aspirin or other medicines similar to diclofenac. Taking certain products together can cause you
to get too much of this type of medication. Check the label to see if a medicine contains aspirin, ibuprofen,
ketoprofen, or naproxen.
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Flector side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have signs of an allergic reaction to Flector: sneezing, runny or stuffy nose;
wheezing or trouble breathing; hives; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.

Get emergency medical help if you have signs of a heart attack or stroke: chest pain spreading to your jaw or
shoulder, sudden numbness or weakness on one side of the body, slurred speech, feeling short of breath.

Stop using Flector patches and call your doctor at once if you have:

the first sign of any skin rash, no matter how mild;

shortness of breath (even with mild exertion);

swelling or rapid weight gain;

signs of stomach bleeding--bloody or tarry stools, coughing up blood or vomit that looks like coffee
grounds;

liver problems--nausea, upper stomach pain, itching, tired feeling, flu-like symptoms, loss of appetite, dark
urine, clay-colored stools, jaundice (yellowing of the skin or eyes);

kidney problems--little or no urinating, painful or difficult urination, swelling in your feet or ankles, feeling
tired or short of breath;

low red blood cells (anemia)--pale skin, feeling light-headed or short of breath, rapid heart rate, trouble
concentrating; or

severe skin reaction--fever, sore throat, swelling in your face or tongue, burning in your eyes, skin pain
followed by a red or purple skin rash that spreads (especially in the face or upper body) and causes blistering
and peeling.

Common Flector side effects may include:

heartburn, gas, stomach pain, nausea, vomiting;

diarrhea, constipation; or

mild itching, burning, redness, or other skin irritation where the patch was worn.
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This is not a complete list of side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for medical advice about side
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

See also: Side effects (in more detail)

What other drugs will affect Flector?
Ask your doctor before using Flector if you take an antidepressant such as citalopram, escitalopram, fluoxetine
(Prozac), fluvoxamine, paroxetine, sertraline (Zoloft), trazodone, or vilazodone. Taking any of these medicines
with an NSAID may cause you to bruise or bleed easily.

Tell your doctor about all your current medicines and any you start or stop using, especially:

cyclosporine;

lithium;

methotrexate;

a blood thinner (warfarin, Coumadin, Jantoven);

heart or blood pressure medication, including a diuretic or "water pill"; or

steroid medicine (prednisone and others).

This list is not complete. Other drugs may interact with diclofenac, including prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Not all possible interactions are listed in this medication guide.
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Pricing & Coupons

En Español

54 Reviews – Add your own review/rating

Drug class: topical non-steroidal anti-inflammatories

 Consumer resources
Flector patch

Flector Topical (Advanced Reading)

Other brands: Voltaren Gel, Pennsaid, Solaraze, Klofensaid II

 Professional resources
Flector (FDA)

Diclofenac Sodium topical (AHFS Monograph)

 Related treatment guides
Pain

Where can I get more information?
Your pharmacist can provide more information about Flector.

Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your medicines with others, and use Flector only
for the indication prescribed.

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided is accurate, up-to-date, and complete, but no
guarantee is made to that effect. Multum's drug information is an informational resource designed to assist licensed healthcare
practitioners in caring for their patients and/or to serve consumers viewing this service as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the
expertise, skill, knowledge and judgment of healthcare practitioners. The information contained herein is not intended to cover all
possible uses, directions, precautions, warnings, drug interactions, allergic reactions, or adverse effects. If you have questions about the
drugs you are taking, check with your doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

Copyright 1996-2017 Cerner Multum, Inc. Version: 4.01. Revision Date: 2015-09-02, 12:11:11 PM.

DRUG STATUS

Availability
Prescription only

Pregnancy Category
Risk depends on usage

CSA Schedule
Not a controlled drug
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Drug Class
Topical non-steroidal anti-inflammatories

Related Drugs
Pain
tramadol, acetaminophen, Tylenol, oxycodone, naproxen, aspirin, ibuprofen, amitriptyline, clonidine, Percocet, diclofenac topical,
hydrocodone, Norco, hydroxyzine, Celebrex, morphine, fentanyl, Dilaudid, lidocaine topical, Vicodin, Voltaren, methadone,
OxyContin, More...

Flector Patch Rating
7.8/10

Related News and Articles

Approval History
Drug history at FDA

54 User Reviews
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Checking Patient's Drug History May Help Curb Opioid Abuse
May 23, 2017

ERs May Need to Rethink Opioid Prescription Practices
May 19, 2017

Don't Let Your Garden Get You Down
May 13, 2017

Related: Pain

Drugs.com Mobile Apps
The easiest way to lookup drug information, identify pills,
check interactions and set up your own personal
medication records. Available for Android and iOS devices.

Explore Apps
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About Drugs.com

Advertising Policy

Content Submissions

Drugs.com Blog

Editorial Policy

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Attribution & Citations

Subscribe to receive email notifications whenever new articles are published.

Drugs.com provides accurate and independent information on more than 24,000 prescription drugs, over-the-counter medicines
and natural products. This material is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended for medical advice, diagnosis or
treatment. Data sources include Micromedex® (updated May 1st, 2017), Cerner Multum™ (updated May 3rd, 2017), Wolters
Kluwer™ (updated May 2nd, 2017) and others. To view content sources and attributions, please refer to our editorial policy.

  We comply with the HONcode standard for
trustworthy health information - verify here

Copyright © 2000-2017 Drugs.com. All rights reserved.
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