
Eight days of Hanukkah songs to 
listen to
Christmas songs get all the shine, but here are 20 Hanukkah songs to illuminate your celebration
of the Jewish holiday

7 Share 0 Tweet By Andrew Frisicano and Ro Samarth
Posted: Monday November 27 2017
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It’s no secret that many of the best Christmas songs (https://www.timeout.com/newyork/music/the-
50-christmas-songs-you-really-will-love) are written by Jewish songsmiths (“White Christmas,”
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “Let It Snow,” “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” “Santa Baby”) with 
Jewish artists churning out album after album of Christmas classics (we're thinking of Neil Diamond, 
Barbra Streisand, Sammy Davis Jr.). So it makes a little bit of sense that some of our favorite 
Hanukkah songs are sung by gentiles: Take Sharon Jones
(http://www.timeout.com/newyork/music/sharon-jones-interview-retreat-took-on-a-whole-other-
meaning)’s soulful Hanukkah jam for example. Regardless of denomination, here are the best 
modern Hanukkah tunes: Have a listen then head to one of the city’s best kosher restaurants
(https://www.timeout.com/newyork/restaurants/best-kosher-restaurants-and-cafes-in-new-york-
city) or New York delis (https://www.timeout.com/newyork/restaurants/best-new-york-delis) for a 
holiday fest.

RECOMMENDED: Full guide to Hanukkah in NYC (https://www.timeout.com/newyork/hanukkah)

Hanukkah playlist on Spotify
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Sponsored listing 

Don’t Tell Mama
What good is singing alone in your room 
when you can sing along with show tunes 
at a Theater District cabaret? Cabaret 

(/newyork/music/dont-tell-mama)





Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings, “8 Days (Of Hanukkah)” 

Jones and her Brooklyn soul crew pull off the seemingly impossible feat of making a 
modern Hanukkah song you’d actually want to listen to. As per usual, the band’s 
Motown-infused gospel sound is warm and lived in, while Jones enumerates a holiday-
appropriate activity for each night. Sharon, we applaud your soulful, nonannoying 
interpolation of the “Dreidel” song, your pronunciation of Pesach, the whole schmear.

Buy on Amazon
(https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B011JBC358/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?
ie=UTF8&tag=timoutnorame-
20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B011JBC358&linkId=f7fe9f7abdcf28480bc4e6a45899ccfd)

PS22 Chorus, "Maoz Tzur” 

The students of Staten Island’s PS22 deliver an adorable, youthful version of the 
Hanukkah classic.

Six13, “Chanukah (Shake It Off)” 

Here’s proof that even Taylor Swift’s pop smash can be reworked to tell the story of the 
Maccabees.

Buy on Amazon
(https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00VLHPZGA/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?
ie UTF8&tag timo tnorame

BOOK ONLINE 

(HTTPS://WWW.TIMEOUT.COM/NEWYORK/MUSIC/DONT

TELL-MAMA#BOOKING)
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Sponsored Content

Recommended by (https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en)

By: Andrew Frisicano Posted: Friday November 3 2017, 12:00am 

The 50 best free things to do in NYC
(http://www.timeout.com/newyork/things-
to-do/the-50-best-free-things-to-
do-in-nyc?obOrigUrl=true)

This is the last week to see the 
Infinity Mirrors exhibit in NYC
(https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/this-
is-the-last-week-to-see-the-
infinity-mirrors-exhibit-in-nyc-
121117?obOrigUrl=true)

Seven sex scenes in movies that 
might be real sex
(http://www.timeout.com/newyork/movies/movie-
sex-scenes-that-might-be-real-
sex?obOrigUrl=true)

These Wallet-Friendly, Walkable 
Heels Keep Flying Out of Stock
(InStyle)

(https://www.everlane.com/redirect/outbrain?
utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=day-
heel_instyle_retail_copy&utm_content=$section_name$&utm_term=00da1eea66ae6d07ff7fac84de03108509&redirect_to=http://www.instyle.com/fashion/e
day-heels-
comfortable&obOrigUrl=true)

Millennials Are Using This Hack to 
Afford Travel
(Honey)

(https://www.joinhoney.com/r/OB_US_Broad_None_18-
65_All_Travel_Multi_GhostTravel18_NA?
utm_source=outb&utm_medium=dis&utm_campaign=OB_US_Broad_None_18-
65_All_Travel_Multi_GhostTravel18_NA&utm_content=GhostTravel18&url=https%
3A%2F%
2Fwww.joinhoney.com%2Fg-
blog%2Fhow-to-save-on-travel-
in-2018&obOrigUrl=true)

Constant Fatigue? Heart Surgeon 
Warns: "These Common Foods Are 
To Blame"
(Health Headlines)

(http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?
ad=804277&obOrigUrl=true)
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You might also like

The best 
holiday songs

(/newyork/music/holiday-
songs)

The best 
motivational 
songs

(/newyork/music/best-
motivational-songs)

The best fight 
songs

(/newyork/music/best-
fight-songs)

The best 
Veterans Day 
songs

(/newyork/music/best-
veterans-day-songs)

Best Thanksgiving 
songs to celebrate 
the holiday

(/newyork/music/the-
20-best-thanksgiving-
songs)

(/newyork/music/concert-
schedule-for-live-music-in-new-
york-city)

READ MORE (/NEWYORK/MUSIC/CONCERT-SCHEDULE-FOR-LIVE-MUSIC-IN-
NEW-YORK-CITY)

Check out the best concerts in NYC 
(/newyork/music/concert-schedule-for-live-music-in-
new-york-city)

Find out about recently announced concerts in NYC with our 
calendars and make sure you never miss out on a show
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