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athlete is added to the squad list. The necessary information may be submitted through official or unofficial 
transcripts or test-score reports. [D] (Adopted: 4/30/09 effective 8/1/10 for two-year college transfer student-athletes 
who initially enroll full time at the certifying institution on or after 8/1/10)

14.5.4.8.1 Waiver. The Committee on Academics may waive the requirements of this legislation based 
on objective evidence that demonstrates circumstances for which a waiver is warranted. The Committee on 
Academics shall establish the process for reviewing such waiver requests. (Adopted: 4/30/09 effective 8/1/10 
for two-year college transfer student-athletes who initially enroll full time at the certifying institution on or after 
8/1/10, Revised: 8/7/14)

14.5.4.9 Waivers. The Division I Progress-Toward-Degree Waivers Committee (see Bylaw 21.7.5.2) shall 
have the authority to waive all two-year college transfer requirements based on objective evidence that demon-
strates circumstances that warrant the waiver of the normal application of those regulations. The Progress-To-
ward-Degree Waivers Committee shall establish the process for granting such waivers and shall report annually 
to the Committee on Academics and to the membership the actions taken in summary aggregate form. (Adopted: 
10/27/11 effective 4/1/12, Revised: 8/7/14)

14.5.5 Four-Year College Transfers. See Bylaw 13.1.1.3 for the prohibition against contacting student-
athletes of another four-year collegiate institution without permission of that institution’s athletics director. 

14.5.5.1 General Rule. A transfer student from a four-year institution shall not be eligible for intercollegiate 
competition at a member institution until the student has fulfilled a residence requirement of one full academic 
year (two full semesters or three full quarters) at the certifying institution. (Revised: 1/10/91 effective 8/1/91, 
4/14/10)

14.5.5.1.1 Attendance for One Academic Year. A transfer student from a four-year institution who 
attended a four-year institution at least one academic year shall be eligible for financial aid (see Bylaw 
14.5.4.4) and practice at a member institution under the rules of the institution and the conference of 
which the institution is a member, regardless of the student’s qualification status (per Bylaw 14.3.1.1) at the 
time of initial enrollment. (Revised: 1/9/06 effective 8/1/07)
14.5.5.1.2 Attendance for Less Than One Academic Year. A transfer student from a four-year in-
stitution who was not a qualifier (see Bylaw 14.02.13) and who attended a four-year institution less than 
one full academic year shall not be eligible for competition during the first academic year of attendance at 
the certifying institution. Participation in practice sessions and the receipt of financial aid during the first 
academic year of attendance at the certifying institution by such students is governed by the provisions of 
Bylaw 14.3.2.1 (see Bylaw 14.5.5.4). (Revised: 1/3/06, 1/9/06 effective 8/1/07)
14.5.5.1.3 Competition on a Foreign Tour. See Bylaw 17.29.1.4 for exceptions to allow a transfer 
student-athlete who is subject to the residence requirement to participate in competition on a foreign tour. 
(Adopted: 4/26/17)

14.5.5.2 Exceptions for Transfers From Four-Year Colleges. A transfer student (other than one under 
disciplinary suspension per Bylaw 14.5.1.2) from a four-year collegiate institution is not subject to the residence 
requirement for intercollegiate competition, provided the student does not have an unfulfilled residence require-
ment at the institution from which he or she is transferring (except for the return to original institution without 
participation or with minimal participation exception) and any of the following exceptions is satisfied. During 
the student-athlete’s first academic year of full-time collegiate enrollment, such conditions may serve as a basis 
for an exception to the residence requirement only for transfer students who, at the time of initial collegiate en-
rollment, met the requirements for qualifiers (set forth in Bylaw 14.3.1) in Division I. (Revised: 1/10/90, 1/10/91 
effective 8/1/91, 4/27/00 effective 8/1/01, 3/10/04, 5/19/08, 6/24/09)

14.5.5.2.1 Educational Exchange Exception. The student returns to his or her original institution 
under any of the following conditions: 
(a) After participation in a cooperative educational exchange program, provided the student is to receive

a baccalaureate degree from the institution from which the student transferred to participate in the
exchange program;

(b) After one semester or quarter of attendance at another institution for purposes of taking academic
courses not available at the original institution, regardless of whether they are required in the degree
program the student-athlete is pursuing at the first institution. In such an instance, the student also
may take additional courses that were available at the first institution; or

(c) After one academic year of attendance at another collegiate institution, in accordance with the pro-
gram recommended by the appropriate academic officer at the original institution, provided the
student was in good academic standing at the time the student left the original institution.

14.5.5.2.2 Exchange Student Exception. The student is enrolled in the certifying institution for a 
specified period of time as a bona fide exchange student participating in a formal educational exchange 
program that is an established requirement of the student-athlete’s curriculum. (Revised: 1/11/89, 1/10/92)
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