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Generic Name: hydromorphone (oral) (HYE droe MOR fone)
Brand Names: Dilaudid, Exalgo, Hydrostat IR

What is Dilaudid?
Dilaudid (hydromorphone) is an opioid pain medication. An
opioid is sometimes called a narcotic.

Dilaudid is used to treat moderate to severe pain.

Dilaudid may also be used for purposes not listed in this
medication guide.

Important information
You should not take Dilaudid if you have severe breathing
problems, or a blockage in your stomach or intestines.

Dilaudid can slow or stop your breathing, especially when you start using this medicine or whenever your
dose is changed. Never use Dilaudid in larger amounts, or for longer than prescribed. Do not crush, break,
or open an extended-release pill. Swallow it whole to avoid exposure to a potentially fatal dose.

Dilaudid may be habit-forming, even at regular doses. Take
this medicine exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Never
share the medicine with another person. MISUSE OF
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ResistanceNARCOTIC PAIN MEDICATION CAN CAUSE ADDICTION,
OVERDOSE, OR DEATH, especially in a child or other person
using the medicine without a prescription.

Tell your doctor if you are pregnant. Dilaudid may cause life-threatening addiction and withdrawal
symptoms in a newborn if the mother has taken this medicine during pregnancy.

Do not drink alcohol. Dangerous side effects or death could occur when alcohol is combined with
hydromorphone.

Before using Dilaudid
You should not take Dilaudid if you have ever had an allergic reaction to hydromorphone or other
narcotic medicines, or if you have:

severe asthma or breathing problems;

a blockage in your stomach or intestines; or

a bowel obstruction called paralytic ileus.

Do not use Dilaudid if you have used a MAO inhibitor in the past 14 days. A dangerous drug interaction
could occur. MAO inhibitors include isocarboxazid, linezolid, methylene blue injection, phenelzine,
rasagiline, selegiline, tranylcypromine, and others.

Some medicines can interact with hydromorphone and cause a serious condition called serotonin
syndrome. Be sure your doctor knows if you also take medicine for depression, mental illness, Parkinson's
disease, migraine headaches, serious infections, or prevention of nausea and vomiting. Ask your doctor
before making any changes in how or when you take your medications.

You may not be able to take Dilaudid if you are NOT already being treated with a similar opioid (narcotic)
pain medicine and are tolerant to it. Talk with your doctor if you are not sure you are opioid-tolerant.

Dilaudid may be habit-forming. Never share this medicine with another person, especially someone with a
history of drug abuse or addiction. Keep the medication in a place where others cannot get to it. Selling or
giving away hydromorphone to any other person is against the law.

To make sure hydromorphone is safe for you, tell your doctor if you have:

any type of breathing problem or lung disease;

a history of head injury, brain tumor, or seizures;
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a history of drug abuse, alcohol addiction, or mental illness;

urination problems;

liver or kidney disease;

sulfite allergy;

Addison's disease or other adrenal gland disorders;

problems with your gallbladder, pancreas, or thyroid; or

if you use a sedative like Valium (diazepam, alprazolam, lorazepam, Ativan, Klonopin, Restoril,
Tranxene, Versed, Xanax, and others).

It is not known whether this medicine will harm an unborn baby. If you use hydromorphone while you are
pregnant, your baby could become dependent on the drug. This can cause life-threatening withdrawal
symptoms in the baby after it is born. Babies born dependent on habit-forming medicine may need
medical treatment for several weeks. Tell your doctor if you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.

Hydromorphone can pass into breast milk and may harm a nursing baby. You should not breast-feed
while you are using Dilaudid.

How should I use Dilaudid?
Take Dilaudid exactly as prescribed. Follow all directions on your prescription label. Dilaudid can slow or
stop your breathing, especially when you start using this medicine or whenever your dose is changed.
Never use Dilaudid in larger amounts, or for longer than prescribed. Tell your doctor if the medicine
seems to stop working as well in relieving your pain.

Dilaudid may be habit-forming, even at regular doses. Take this medicine exactly as prescribed by your
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doctor. MISUSE OF NARCOTIC PAIN MEDICATION CAN CAUSE ADDICTION, OVERDOSE, OR DEATH.

Measure the liquid medicine with a special dose-measuring spoon or medicine cup, not with a regular
table spoon. If you do not have a dose-measuring device, ask your pharmacist for one.

Do not stop using Dilaudid suddenly, or you could have unpleasant withdrawal symptoms. Ask your
doctor how to safely stop using this medicine.

Never crush or break a tablet to inhale the powder or mix it into a liquid to inject the drug into your vein.
This practice has resulted in death with the misuse of hydromorphone and similar prescription drugs.

Store at room temperature away from moisture, heat, and light. Throw away any unused liquid after 90
days.

Keep track of the amount of medicine used from each new bottle. Hydromorphone is a drug of abuse and
you should be aware if anyone is using your medicine improperly or without a prescription.

Do not keep leftover Dilaudid tablets or liquid. Ask your pharmacist where to locate a drug take-back
disposal program. If there is no take-back program, flush any unused tablets or liquid down the toilet.
Disposal of medicines by flushing is recommended to reduce the danger of accidental overdose causing
death. This advice applies to a very small number of medicines only. The FDA, working with the
manufacturer, has determined this method to be the most appropriate route of disposal and presents the
least risk to human safety.

Dosage Information (comprehensive)

What happens if I miss a dose?
Since Dilaudid is used for pain, you are not likely to miss a dose. Skip any missed dose if it is almost time
for your next scheduled dose. Do not use extra medicine to make up the missed dose.

What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222. A hydromorphone
overdose can be fatal, especially in a child or other person using the medicine without a prescription.
Overdose symptoms may include slow breathing and heart rate, severe drowsiness, muscle weakness, cold
and clammy skin, pinpoint pupils, and fainting.

Visited on 11/21/2017

https://www.drugs.com/dosage/dilaudid.html
https://www.drugs.com/dosage/dilaudid.html


Dilaudid Uses, Dosage & Side Effects - Drugs.com

https://www.drugs.com/dilaudid.html[11/21/2017 9:46:26 AM]

What should I avoid?
Do not drink alcohol. Dangerous side effects or death can occur when alcohol is combined with
hydromorphone.

This medication may impair your thinking or reactions. Avoid driving or operating machinery until you
know how Dilaudid will affect you. Dizziness or severe drowsiness can cause falls or other accidents.

Dilaudid side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have any signs of an allergic reaction to Dilaudid: hives; difficulty
breathing; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.

Like other narcotic medicines, hydromorphone can slow your breathing. Death may occur if breathing
becomes too weak.

Call your doctor at once if you have:

weak or shallow breathing;

confusion, feelings of extreme happiness or sadness;

severe weakness or drowsiness;

a light-headed feeling, like you might pass out;

infertility, missed menstrual periods;

impotence, sexual problems, loss of interest in sex; or

low cortisol levels - nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite, dizziness, worsening tiredness or weakness.
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Seek medical attention right away if you have symptoms of serotonin syndrome, such as: agitation,
hallucinations, fever, sweating, shivering, fast heart rate, muscle stiffness, twitching, loss of coordination,
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

Hydromorphone is more likely to cause breathing problems in older adults and people who are severely
ill, malnourished, or otherwise debilitated.

Common Dilaudid side effects may include:

constipation, nausea, vomiting, stomach pain;

dizziness, drowsiness;

headache, tired feeling;

feelings of extreme happiness or sadness;

sweating, mild itching;

dry mouth; or

flushing (warmth, redness, or tingly feeling).

This is not a complete list of side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for medical advice about
side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

Side Effects (complete list)

What other drugs will affect Dilaudid?
Narcotic (opioid) medication can interact with many other drugs and cause dangerous side effects or
death. Be sure your doctor knows if you also use:

other narcotic medications - opioid pain medicine or prescription cough medicine;

drugs that make you sleepy or slow your breathing - a sleeping pill, muscle relaxer, sedative,
tranquilizer, or antipsychotic medicine; or

drugs that affect serotonin levels in your body - medicine for depression, Parkinson's disease, migraine
headaches, serious infections, or prevention of nausea and vomiting.

Visited on 11/21/2017

https://www.drugs.com/sfx/dilaudid-side-effects.html
https://www.drugs.com/sfx/dilaudid-side-effects.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS2X-NEoUWqjZMcijmQST_bK4B82ArdNOnqrZ0K8FwI23ARABIMzH9AFgyYb_h_Cj7BKgAYvou-QDyAEJqAMByAPDBKoElgFP0MKwF5Hrrstx4K1pAIrGTl848bD80WMqMU9Sk9DsgRBhguqcXUX6JoAZ8UwukLstsrucIRut-e13i0p5bS28dC4CDp-t68hSO9Cg5EZmN8sy-EdAlSVgV5XUcVwQj3tZyIs2TRaMBMTxuclvL789mgxX2iz1HJ_asTMJ6ONA9-bFr4TIEIqIfwORAZxfWcApQx_pzHKgBi6AB92XxBuoB6a-G9gHANIIBwiAYRABGAKxCcQqg500RRrngAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRojkozARcTQ-wdV5iF0vRfhA&sig=AOD64_2kARpDrxOkIeq6IYwrraxaq0AoBQ&client=ca-pub-3964816748264478&adurl=https://w3.medixselect.com/MedixTV/LP/Ventricore-BloodPressure2%3Fsrc%3DG2050
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS2X-NEoUWqjZMcijmQST_bK4B82ArdNOnqrZ0K8FwI23ARABIMzH9AFgyYb_h_Cj7BKgAYvou-QDyAEJqAMByAPDBKoElgFP0MKwF5Hrrstx4K1pAIrGTl848bD80WMqMU9Sk9DsgRBhguqcXUX6JoAZ8UwukLstsrucIRut-e13i0p5bS28dC4CDp-t68hSO9Cg5EZmN8sy-EdAlSVgV5XUcVwQj3tZyIs2TRaMBMTxuclvL789mgxX2iz1HJ_asTMJ6ONA9-bFr4TIEIqIfwORAZxfWcApQx_pzHKgBi6AB92XxBuoB6a-G9gHANIIBwiAYRABGAKxCcQqg500RRrngAoB2BMM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRojkozARcTQ-wdV5iF0vRfhA&sig=AOD64_2kARpDrxOkIeq6IYwrraxaq0AoBQ&client=ca-pub-3964816748264478&adurl=https://w3.medixselect.com/MedixTV/LP/Ventricore-BloodPressure2%3Fsrc%3DG2050


Dilaudid Uses, Dosage & Side Effects - Drugs.com

https://www.drugs.com/dilaudid.html[11/21/2017 9:46:26 AM]

  Add to My Med List

This list is not complete. Other drugs may interact with hydromorphone, including prescription and over-
the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Not all possible interactions are listed in this
medication guide.

Next → Side Effects
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 Consumer resources
Dilaudid (Hydromorphone Injection)

Dilaudid (Hydromorphone Liquid)

Dilaudid (Hydromorphone Suppository)

Dilaudid (Hydromorphone Tablets)

Dilaudid (Advanced Reading)

... +2 more

Other brands: Exalgo, Palladone

 Professional resources
Dilaudid (FDA)

Dilaudid Injection (FDA)

Hydromorphone Hydrochloride (AHFS Monograph)

 Other Formulations
Dilaudid-HP injection

 Related treatment guides
Chronic Pain

Pain

Cough
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Where can I get more information?
Your pharmacist can provide more information about Dilaudid.

Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your medicines with others, and use
Dilaudid only for the indication prescribed.

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided by Cerner Multum, Inc. ('Multum') is accurate,
up-to-date, and complete, but no guarantee is made to that effect. Drug information contained herein may be time sensitive.
Multum information has been compiled for use by healthcare practitioners and consumers in the United States and therefore
Multum does not warrant that uses outside of the United States are appropriate, unless specifically indicated otherwise. Multum's
drug information does not endorse drugs, diagnose patients or recommend therapy. Multum's drug information is an
informational resource designed to assist licensed healthcare practitioners in caring for their patients and/or to serve consumers
viewing this service as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the expertise, skill, knowledge and judgment of healthcare
practitioners. The absence of a warning for a given drug or drug combination in no way should be construed to indicate that the
drug or drug combination is safe, effective or appropriate for any given patient. Multum does not assume any responsibility for
any aspect of healthcare administered with the aid of information Multum provides. The information contained herein is not
intended to cover all possible uses, directions, precautions, warnings, drug interactions, allergic reactions, or adverse effects. If
you have questions about the drugs you are taking, check with your doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

Copyright 1996-2017 Cerner Multum, Inc. Version: 7.08. Revision Date: 2016-09-30, 1:06:38 PM.

DRUG STATUS

Availability
Prescription onlyRx

Pregnancy Category
Risk cannot be ruled outC

CSA Schedule
High potential for abuse2

Approval History
Drug history at FDA

WADA Class
Anti-Doping Classification
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Drug Class
Narcotic analgesics

Related Drugs

Chronic Pain
tramadol, oxycodone, Cymbalta, duloxetine, Percocet, morphine, fentanyl, More...

Pain
tramadol, acetaminophen, Tylenol, naproxen, oxycodone, aspirin, ibuprofen, More...

Cough
benzonatate, Benadryl, diphenhydramine, acetaminophen / hydrocodone, Mucinex, guaifenesin, Promethazine DM,
hydromorphone, More...

Dilaudid Rating
8.5/10275 User Reviews
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Drugs.com Mobile Apps
The easiest way to lookup drug information, identify
pills, check interactions and set up your own personal
medication records. Available for Android and iOS
devices.
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Subscribe to receive email notifications whenever new articles are published.

Drugs.com provides accurate and independent information on more than 24,000 prescription drugs, over-the-counter
medicines and natural products. This material is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended for medical
advice, diagnosis or treatment. Data sources include Micromedex® (updated Nov 3rd, 2017), Cerner Multum™
(updated Nov 6th, 2017), Wolters Kluwer™ (updated Nov 2nd, 2017) and others. To view content sources and
attributions, please refer to our editorial policy.
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